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Supervisor Porter asked what kind of exposure you think that there may be other areas of roofing 
tiles, other pipes. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said anything that is visual right now they feel comfortable with.  He said the 
building has been evaluated.  It could only be some area that hadn’t been visible such as a pipe 
chase a scenario that is completely enclosed that might have a pipe that is insulated.  He said he 
didn’t know that they exist, but it could be. 
 
Supervisor Porter asked if there was a chance of a lot of those. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said no. 
 
Supervisor Porter said he didn’t want to be hearing next week that it would be another $25,000.00.  
Then all of a sudden we are spending a hundred thousand dollars on a piece of property that is 
worth $40,000.00. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said right. 
 
Supervisor West said he and Supervisor Phillips had an opportunity to go in the building today.  
They didn’t evaluate.  They looked.  He said it is an L shaped sort of structure that has a hallway 
with nine inch tiles and then there are twelve inch tiles on the floor.  They did see a few pipes of 
perhaps insulated wrap around stuff.  That was very limited, but that doesn’t mean anything to him 
he doesn’t know what it costs to take a little bit down or a big bit down.  In the classrooms there 
are apparently no pipes in them.  Nothing overhead they could see.  The hallway apparently 
carried some structure to bathrooms and things of this nature.  The building is rotting literally and 
water is lying on the floor, and the tiles are popped all off, the windows are broken out, it is 
boarded up and the boards are coming off. The trees are growing against the bricks on the side the 
building.  It sits in a community of homes.  It is behind R.M. Felts packing, a church which is well 
kept and maintained that is Mr. Felt’s property.  There are three or four brand new homes on the 
left side and three or four on the right hand side approximately a distance of a fourth of a mile; and 
then this structure sitting in the middle of some pretty decent homes.  It is an eye sore.  It is a 
moral issue for this board to let it sit still and do nothing.  We being the person or the force in this 
county that says you really need to clean up this property that we have taken on.  He said he had 
this stuck in his craw right now.  It is a burrow in his saddle because those houses in Newsoms 
along the highway down there that had no value for us and this property does have value.  And he 
belongs to you sir and to these taxpayers and it is a moral equal vent for us to take it and clean it 
up.  We are going to have to do it at whatever the cost because it is only going to get worse. 
 
Supervisor Edwards asked what the end point was.  He asked if they had a goal.  He wanted to 
know if they were going to clear it and then just let it sit there. 
 
Supervisor West said the doors were open; correct me Supervisor Phillips.  So it is obvious folks 
are in and out of the building.  Whether it is a child hazard or not, he doesn’t know.  Whether 
people are doing any other activities in there, he doesn’t know.  There is a potential for something 
falling down.  You can say well they shouldn’t be in there to begin with.  Children don’t know 
that.  There is potential for falling tiles and things from the ceiling.  There is structure, there is 
glass all over the floors, and there is broken stuff that they had to walk around and through.  That 
doesn’t keep a child from walking through and doing that kind of thing.  The only goal is to clean 
the property and make it available for someone to purchase.  If you get half the money back that is 
better than no bucks back and if you get it all back that is really good. 
 
Chairman Jones said he had to agree with Supervisor West.  He said he has one in his district that 
he wished they had done something with it before they sold it. 
 
Supervisor West stated that Supervisor Phillips made a wonderful point why didn’t they do 
something with it eight or ten years ago when they inherited the property.  It would have had some 
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value.  He stated they did try on several occasions to meet with people to use as a food service or a 
business, but then as they looked at it they backed off of it.  He stated he thought they had some 
experience with property turning over in the county for example the school along Hwy. 58 going 
toward Drewryville.  He stated he did not know the condition of the one in Newsoms, but he 
suspects it is suspect.  That being said they do have to be about their business. 
 
Supervisor Porter asked if we have any other properties that we can sell before they get into this 
situation that we don’t have a long term need for. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said the old Boykins Elementary School.  He asked Julian Johnson if he was 
still using the old cafatorium for some pipe storage.  So other than that facility is not being used at 
all.  Our Public Utilities building is immediately adjacent to it and they are using the cafatorim for 
storage.  That is it. 
 
Supervisor Porter stated he thought they were amiss if they don’t find some alternative for a 
structure they don’t use immediately or sell it.   The longer it goes on the more costly it is going to 
be because you are going to be doing this with every building they have. 
 
Supervisor West said they did try to do that, but again you had to get guarantees from people and 
you couldn’t do that so you may end up with people holding on to it.  He stated he understands one 
property has turned over numerous times and still is deterioting so they are left in a catch 22 where 
you have a property that you know had some value but the people did not have the money to 
purchase it and they want us to give it to them.  Then they have it and the county loses all control 
of it.  Unfortunately, over a period of waiting and even recently they had a young man that was 
working in the county evaluating and seeing where something like that could be of value to the 
county and what potentials it had.  Some funding or grant was given to him through the school and 
they have worked on this but it hasn’t worked out.  He thinks it would be a good thing for the 
people of the community to do that.  He said he wouldn’t use the usual comment about Ivor being 
neglected and redheaded, but he said it is a good thing in the right place.   
 
Chairman Jones asked if there were any other comments. 
 
Supervisor Edwards asked if there was a consideration of giving it away for somebody to clear it. 
 
Supervisor West said he didn’t know who.  He called on Supervisor Phillips to help him out. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said he didn’t know how to address that.  He asked Mr. Jon Mendenhall how 
big the oil tank is that is buried. 
 
Mr. Jon Mendenhall said they didn’t know.  They had someone come out from Waverly to look at 
it.  They think there might be two tanks; they are not sure.  There may just be one tank for fueling 
the school buses and county vehicles.  There may be one for a heating oil tank. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said that would be a fact.  There are two.  Those tanks are leaking. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said that is what their concern is.  He stated $10,000.00 is a very low estimate 
if that is the case. 
 
Supervisor Updike said you could be talking about hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
 
Supervisor Phillips asked if there was anything as far as a grant to help mitigate the cost.  He said 
it seems to him that he needs to research more to see how big the tanks are and have somebody 
from an oil company check to see if there is any water in the tanks which would indicate that the 
tanks are leaking and then that could again be a much more expensive process. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said he has already done that.   
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Mr. Jon Mendenhall said a man from Waverly has looked at the tanks.  There is apparently a fund 
called a Lust Fund which is a leaking underground storage tank fund which is offered by the 
Commonwealth.  He said the deductible he believed was $5,000.00 for the tanks it depends on 
whether or not they are on two separate pits.  He stated that if they are leaking the total liability to 
the county would be $5,000.00 each.  That is where they got the $10,000.00 total. 
 
Supervisor Phillips stated he was aware of that.  He said that better explains the situation better. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that also by his visual he didn’t think they were leaking. 
 
Mr. Jon Mendenhall said that is correct. 
 
Supervisor Phillips stated there are three out buildings on this property.  They are stick built or 
double-wides in addition to the school building itself that are also falling down. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that the demolition contract included removal of those as well. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said right. 
 
Supervisor West stated that six months or six years from now the deterioration will not be any 
better. 
 
Supervisor Faison asked as far as the tanks are concerned if the tanks are not leaking we wouldn’t 
be eligible for a grant or anything right. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said that is right. 
 
Supervisor Faison asked what the cost would be if they were found not to be leaking. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson asked Mr. Jon Mendenhall if he knew the answer to that. 
 
Mr. Jon Mendenhall said at this time we don’t have that determined.  We are supposed to receive 
an estimate sometime next week. 
 
Supervisor Porter asked if they had any idea what the magnitude of the cost would be just to dig 
them up. 
 
Mr. Jon Mendenhall stated he had no idea.  That’s why they were getting these quotes on what it 
would cost.   
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone had anything else. He stated they needed to do something with it. 
 
Supervisor Updike said he thought they ought to wait until next month until they could find out 
what the costs to remove the tanks would be.  The costs could be $10,000.00 or it could be 
$25,000.00.  He said it is not that urgent that it has got to be done tomorrow. 
 
Supervisor West said he could see that, but it was still going to be the same cost whether next 
month or this month.  The idea is that in his opinion it needs to come up.  That’s his opinion, but 
it’s not going to get any cheaper. 
 
Chairman Jones stated the thing is they get busy then you are still waiting. 
 
Supervisor West said fact the issue suppose children do go in there.  I showed him the glass.  
Someone has deliberately broken out all the glass in there.  There are big places of glass that starts 
at the top.  He asked if Mr. Richard Railey could see his hand. 
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Mr. Richard Railey said yes. 
 
Supervisor West said the glass comes way down four or five feet to a little point and it is pushed in 
where some child could touch it and uh, uh, uh.   
 
Mr. Richard Railey stated that it is called a dangerous instrumentality or an attractive nuisance if 
you are in the lower south. 
 
Supervisor West said it had all the potential in the world to hurt somebody, okay. 
 
Chairman Jones said then we deal with it. 
 
Supervisor Faison said he had no problem approving it tonight.  Certainly we don’t know the cost, 
but it’s not going to happen until we approve to demolish the building.  He wants to go ahead and 
approve it. 
 
Supervisor West made a motion to have the old Ivor School Building demolished doing the best 
they can with the information they have acting upon the information they will be getting from the 
gentleman from Waverly on the tanks because we need to take it down and it gets no cheaper the 
month after or the month after. 
 
Supervisor Faison seconded the motion with it carrying. 
 
Supervisor Updike voted against. 
 
Chairman Jones moved to item number eleven – Turner Tract Grant Opportunities. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated as you are aware, in 2006, the Industrial Development Authority of 
Southampton County issued Public Facility Lease Revenue Bonds in the principal sum of 
$11,021,294 to acquire and develop the Turner Tract Industrial Park.  The associated financing 
agreement legally obligated the Board of Supervisors to construct the project and repay the loan. 
 
Combined with other sources of funding (VDOT secondary road funds, grants, etc.), the total 
project budget is $13,300,657 and is illustrated below: 
 
  TURNER TRACT PROJECT DEVELOPMENT BUDGET 
  January 17, 2012 
 
 
  FUNDING SOURCES 
 
                     
  Series 2006A Public Facility Lease Revenue Bonds  $11,021,294 
  VDOT Industrial Access Road Grant           650,000 
  VDOT Secondary Construction Funds       1,520,863 
  VDCR LID Grant             108,500 
          $13,300,657 
 
  FUNDING USES 
 
  Site Acquisition      $ 2,209,473 
  Rose Valley Road Improvements       1,442,703 
  Industrial Access Road                      733,553 
  Compensatory Mitigation/Grading/Stormwater     3,308,276 
  On-Site Utilities            477,352 
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  Well/Elevated Tank         2,617,735 
  Off-Site Utilties         2,249,420 
  Mitigation Bank – Permitting & Design         570,800 
          $13,609,312 
 
Items shaded in gray are only engineer’s estimates and will be competitively bid later this year.  
With a highly competitive bidding environment, we remain hopeful that all the work can be 
completed with the allocated resources.  That said, the recent announcement by Enviva to locate in 
the park may present some additional grant opportunities to help pay for infrastructure that will 
serve their project. 
 
We are seeking your authority to pursue two specific grant opportunities: 
 

a.  Community Development Block Grant – we propose to seek the maximum grant of 
$700,000 to assist with the cost of on- and off-site water and sewer improvements; and 

  
b.  U. S. EDA Public Works and Economic Adjustment Grant – in the event a second 

park tenant is unnamed, we propose to seek the maximum grant of $1.5 million to 
assist with construction of the elevated water tank.  If a second tenant is named prior to 
submittal of the grant application, the amount may be higher. 

 
In both cases, the 2006A bond proceeds would be utilized as leverage to meet any local match 
requirements. 
 
In the event that we are successful in obtaining wither or both grants, grant proceeds would be 
expended first, and any remaining bond proceeds would be utilized to prepay principal.  The 
financing agreement provides that County may prepay the bonds in whole or in part, without 
penalty or premium, after April 1, 2009. 
 
Separate resolutions are attached for your consideration authorizing us to file the respective grant 
applications. 
 
Separate motions are required to adopt the attached resolutions authorizing the respective grant 
applications. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone had any questions. 
 
Supervisor West said we have already borrowed the money and that was in 2006 is that correct.  
You are trying to affray some additional costs with grant availability.  He asked if that was what 
this was all about. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said you can the grant funds and use the grant funds in lieu of your bond 
funds and use what you save of your bond funds to simply prepay principal on it. 
 
Supervisor West said grant money is don’t pay back money - is that correct. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said grant is grant. 
 
Supervisor West said grant is grant so he sees this as a good thing.  We committed to do this in 
2006.  We need to do whatever it takes.  He asked Mr. Michael Johnson what his feelings are 
about the potential for recovering. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said these are competitive programs so we don’t know who the competition 
is and we may stack up.  We feel pretty good about the community development block grant,   
particular in light of the recent announcement by Enviva.  It has certainly got the Governor’s 
attention.  It has the Department of Housing Community Development’s attention.  They had 
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indicated when Enviva was looking at the first sight that they looked at; they expressed a 
willingness to fund cost of infrastructure to that sight.  We are hopeful that that will simply move 
what they had planned to fund to that sight over to this sight. 
 
Supervisor West asked if the state’s contribution was $300,000.00. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said from the Governor’s opportunity fund. 
 
Supervisor West asked what it can be used for. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said it can be used for anything that the company wants.  It can be used for 
site development.  It can be used for equipment purchase.  That is solely at the discretion of the 
company.  The $700,000.00 that was also approved for that first site was for infrastructure 
extension.  What we are trying to do is simply roll that funding over to this site. 
 
Supervisor Porter asked if that was the $700,000.00 grant. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said that is right. 
 
Supervisor Porter said so there is not another $700,000.00 grant. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said that is correct.  There is just one. 
 
Supervisor Porter said so the upside of this is we could defray $2.2 million of the Turner Tract 
Cost.  That is the upside if we get both. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said correct. 
 
Supervisor Porter said so the downside is zero. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said the downside is you defray nothing and just move on as you planned to 
go. 
 
Supervisor West said but we have already planned to do this. 
 



January 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

92 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



January 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

93 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



January 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

94 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



January 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

95 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



January 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

96 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



January 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

97 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



January 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

98 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



January 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

99 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



January 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

100 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



January 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

101 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



January 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

102 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



January 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

103 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



January 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

104 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Chairman Jones said that is right.  He asked if he had a motion. 
 
Supervisor West made a motion that we adopt both resolutions authorizing the respective grant 
applications. 
 
Supervisor Faison seconded the motion with it being carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Jones called for item number twelve being paperless agendas. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated as requested by Supervisor Porter at the organizational meeting, we 
have worked to put together a brief cost-benefit analysis of converting to paperless agendas. 
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As you might imagine, duplication and distribution of the monthly agenda packages and annual 
draft budgets is expensive.  A typical monthly agenda ranges from 250 to 300 pages each.  We 
duplicate 15 copies for Board members and staff equating to roughly 50,000 copies annually.  In 
addition, the annual draft budget typically consists of another 500 pages, adding another 7,500 
pages to the total.  The average cost of duplication (including paper and copier wear and tear) is 
roughly $0.10 each, equating to annual costs of $5,750 for copying, not accounting for any staff 
time. 
 
Our support staff averages approximately 8 hours per month duplicating the books.  With an 
hourly wage of $12.39, the staff time equates to roughly $1,200 annually.  After the books are 
copied, they’re delivered to Board members by the Department of Public Works.  The route is 
approximately 85 miles – at a rate of $0.555 per mile, the cost of fuel and wear/tear on the vehicle 
is roughly $600.00 annually.  At 3 hours per month, staff time for the delivery equates to another 
$600 annually.  Accordingly, the approximate annual cost to duplicate and distribute the 
agenda/budget books is roughly: 
 
 Direct Costs  
 Copies     $5,750 
 Transportation         600 
 Miscellaneous supplies       100   
      $6,450 
 
 Indirect Costs 
 Staff time for copying   $1,500 
 Staff time for delivery        600 
      $2,100 
 
 Total     $8,550  
 
If you transition to paperless agendas, there is an initial capital cost to purchase the computers, as 
well as recurring costs associated with monthly internet access.  Ms. Plyler has priced a variety of 
options ranging from notebook computers to tablets, to smart phones.  A copy id attached, but 
several of the options (particularly the e-readers like Kindle and Nook) have very limited 
functionality. 
 
For full functionality, should you decide to proceed, she is recommending a notebook computer.  
The screen is sufficiently large enough for your purposes and they can be easily equipped with the 
necessary software and other applications that are needed for email access and viewing of 
documents in different formats.  She’s recommending he Dell Latitude ST 15, which fully 
equipped with Microsoft Outlook and Microsoft Word software, runs about $1,086 each.  So 
fifteen of those equated to an initial capital cost of $16,290, which when depreciated over a five-
year period, totals $3,258 annually. 
 
While staff members already have internet access, Board members would need access at home.  
Verizon air cards can be purchased at a government rate of $42.99 per month, equating to an 
annual cost of roughly $3,600 for the seven Board members. 
 
 Direct Costs 
 Computers    $3,258 
 Air cards      3,600 
      $6,858 
 
In summary, transitioning to a paperless agenda is cost effective, increases staff efficiency, and 
greatly enhances communication between the Board members and their staff and constituents. 
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If the Board is so inclined a motion is required to transition to paperless agendas and direct staff to 
proceed with the purchase of notebook computers and air cards. 
 
He stated that Mrs. Sandi Plyer had put together a presentation on the three different options that 
would best suit their needs. He asked Mrs. Sandi Plyer to walk the Board through those three 
options and the costs associated with them. 
 
Mrs. Sandi Plyler stated that the Dell Tablet ran around 1,086.00 that included all the applications 
to make it work.  The second option is a laptop from Best Buy and that was $429.00.  You would 
have to purchase the Microsoft bisons in order to make the e-mail work.  So you are looking at 
$801.00 each.  The third option is a little bit higher end laptop for $798.00 and again you would 
have to purchase the Microsoft bisons to make the e-mails and anti-virus work. She also listed 
some other options to look at.  She stated she also did a survey to see what each member had at 
home as far as who had computers and what service they had.  Something to keep in mind if you 
were to use the computers you have at home some problems that she would have would be the 
using of all the different types of software.  There would be problems with the consistency with all 
the different types of software they were running one is running 2003, one 2007, and one 2010.  
She would have to get some consistency to make all this work for us.  An older computer would 
probably be slower.  A newer would probably be fast.  She would have to get them all up to speed.  
It takes Adobe to get all this to work.  She would have to get them all service packs.  So these are 
the different choices just to give you something to look at. 
 
Supervisor Porter said one of the benefits of his whole project in addition to getting rid of the 
books is saving a few trees and not having to build another room onto his house to put these books 
in.  We all have different types of computers and one of the benefits will be better communication 
between the Board and the staff and the Board and the community by having a centralized e-mail 
system through the county.  He stated that some of us if we have old computers would have to buy 
new computers to interface with your system, correct. 
 
Mrs. Sandi Plyler stated that is correct. 
 
Supervisor Porter said you mentioned that if we do go to different platforms that would put an 
additional burden on you. 
 
Mrs. Sandi Plyler said yes. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said the smartest approach is uniformity.  He stated he thought want they 
want is for all seven of you to have the same thing.  It needs to be portable because you need it at 
home, but you will need it here because you aren’t going to have a book here.  If you look at that 
first tablet that Sandi quoted in the book, it included 15 tablets which included staff members.  
Several staff members have laptops so we can figure how to deal with that.  If you cut it back to 
seven tablets for the seven Board members you cut that capital cost back if you depreciate it over 
five years back to $1525.00 per year.  The big money comes from the internet access.  Now some 
of you already pay for internet access which is great.  Some of you don’t.  So you have got to 
figure out how you are going to deal with that.  Is each Board member going to be responsible for 
their own access whether it is through Verizon, Charter, Hughes Net.  He stated his point was if 
you have dial-up you are not going to be able to download what you need.   It is just not going to 
work, so you need high speed internet. 
 
Mrs. Sandy Plyler said some of these files are 30 and 40 mg.  You will never get them to open up 
with dial-up.   
 
Supervisor Edwards said he had never been involved in a computer situation which didn’t mess up 
in the first four, five, or six months.  He does think we need to do this.  He said he thinks the 
timing is important.  The next two or three months they are going to be loaded with this budget.  
He doesn’t think they need to consider this until things calm down maybe in June, July, or August 
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when they have time to learn new tricks.  He stated he doesn’t think they need to bring this on 
right now when they are going through all these budget meetings to try to learn a new system.  
They do need to do it sometime this year. He stated he is really in favor of getting this entire 
budget behind and later on this summer when they have time and things get a little quieter take a 
look at it then. 
 
Supervisor West said he agreed with that.  He thinks right now the budget is priority number one.  
Then later on he can have his internet so he can be contacted by internet. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said he thought it was a good thing, but to go through all that right now with 
what they had cut out for them in February, March, and April, and May they need to concentrate 
on that.  Then in June, July, and August things will be a little calmer and they can put some time 
on this.  He said he knows that we have the support staff to teach each and every one of us how to 
do this.  We don’t have to go out and find staff anywhere. 
 
Mrs. Sandi Player said we are right here. 
 
Supervisor West said he thought Mr. Michael Johnson summed it up real well.  This electronic 
agenda is going to be cost effective, increase staff efficiency, and it will enhance communication 
between the Board Members and their staff and the constituents.  It does pay in the long run. 
 
Mrs. Sandi Plyler said we want to give you county e-mail which is the way of the world now so 
you will be able to work with the staff and other Board members.   
 
Supervisor West said he would just like to put it off for a while, but still do it.  
 
Supervisor Porter said it’s not like we are going to make a decision and it’s going to show up over- 
night.  There is going to be an implementation period.   
 
Mrs. Sandi Plyler said the e-mail requires a server and she already had that money allocated in a 
previous budget.  She said she could go ahead and be working on that part of the process because 
it is definitely going to take her a couple of months.  She said she could go ahead and be working 
on that process while they were working on the budget. 
 
Supervisor Porter said so what you need from us is the decision that is going to allow us to do it 
because you said you couldn’t give us e-mail access until June or July anyway.  You have to get 
started working on the process so he feels that they need to make a commitment to do this so you 
can fit it in your schedule so when we finish the budget process in June they can get on this and 
take advantage of the economics of it and quit killing trees.  If we don’t make a decision until July, 
we are going to get into it this year. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said we can make a decision and we can decide when we want it to start. 
 
Chairman Edwards asked if anyone else had any thoughts on this. 
 
Supervisor West said he thought they had a consensus and they could start July 1 to have it up and 
running.  The budget would be voted on in May so they will have it done. 
 
Supervisor Porter said it they voted to do that tonight it would take the pressure off of Mrs. Sandi 
Plyler and give her the time to do it right and get the best deals and make it cost effective. 
 
Supervisor Edwards made a motion to transition to paperless agendas and direct the staff to 
proceed with the purchase of notebook computers and air cards to go into effect July 1. 
 
Supervisor West seconded the motion with it being carried unanimously. 
 



January 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

108 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chairman Jones called for item number 13 being miscellaneous items. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated attached for your consideration (page 13-4) please find an invitation 
from Ms. Stephanie Allman, Economic Development Manager for the Port of Virginia.  The tour 
would take approximately 3 hours in addition to travel time to and from the Port (essentially, most 
of a day).  If this is something you’re interested in, we’ll need to reach consensus on 2-3 dates and 
I will be please to get back with Ms. Allman to confirm the tour. 
 
We’ll need to reach consensus on 2-3 dates and coordinate them with the Port of Virginia. 
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Chairman Jones asked if the Board wanted to go look at the Port. 
 
Supervisor West said he went a few years ago and it was a very worthwhile trip.  It also puts your 
name out there in front of the people that could do you some good and would keep you in their 
thoughts.  He said it was a worthwhile trip and he would go again. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if it was a consensus that everybody wanted to go. 
 
Supervisor Porter stated he would like to go. 
 
Chairman Jones called on Supervisor Updike. 
 
Supervisor Updike said he would like to go. 
 
Supervisor Faison asked if Ms. Allman put a limit on how many could go. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said it was five wasn’t it. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said it could be more than five she just needed advance notice. 
 
Supervisor West said he could back out and let the new members go. 
 
Chairman Jones said no need to do that. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said they just need to rearrange and have two people to guide them through.  
He asked if there were some days better than others.   
 
Chairman Jones said any day was fine with him. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson asked if there were any days that were bad. 
 
Supervisor Porter said the best day of the week for him was a Thursday. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson asked Supervisor Edwards how flexible his schedule was going to be. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said he would bend with the wind. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson asked if the month of February was okay.  He said he would just throw out 
two or three Thursdays during the month of February. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said aren’t there a lot of meeting during February. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said you are going to have a lot of meetings February, March, April, and May. 
 
Supervisor Porter said but none of them are on Thursday. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said he would try to schedule for a Thursday in February. 
 
Chairman Jones called for item number 13 B – Annual Statement – Department of Social Services. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated please find a copy of the annual financial statement for Southampton 
County DSS for FY 2011 attached (page 13-6).  Please note that our local DSS administered more 
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than $25 million in federal and state benefits in FY 2011.  The vast majority (almost $19 million) 
are Medicaid benefits.  He stated he didn’t know if you have any questions about it. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone had any questions on the report. 
 
There being none, Mr. Michael Johnson stated item C. was the Annual Report – Blackwater 
Regional Library.   Please find a copy of the annual report for the Blackwater Regional Library 
attached (page 13-12).  The library loaned out more than 473,000 items last year, and served over 
20,000 children and adults in various programs. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated item D was the Annual Summary – Hampton Roads Partnership.  
Please find a copy of the annual summary report for the Hampton Roads Partnership attached 
(page 13-14).  Among other things, the HRP is facilitating discussion between Norfolk, Virginia 
Beach and Chesapeake to explore ways to share services and reduce costs. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated item E is Notices.  Attached for your reference (page 13-19 and 
following) please find a variety of notices from the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
and the Virginia Department of Health. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated item F. is Incoming Correspondence.  Please find various items of 
incoming correspondence attached (page 13-32 and following). 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated item G. was Outgoing Correspondence.  Please find various items of 
outgoing correspondence attached (page 13-36).  
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated item H. was Article of Interest.  Please find various news articles 
attached which may be of interest (page 13-51 and following).  He stated he would be glad to 
answer any questions that they may have on these items. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone had any questions. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if they had any late arriving matters. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated yes sir they have a couple.  At your places tonight you should have a 
small package with two resolutions that he would like you to consider.  He read the resolutions. 
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Mr. Michael Johnson said he needed a motion to adopt that. 
 
Supervisor Edwards made a motion to adopt the resolution for Chairman Jones in appreciation for 
his many years of service on the Planning Commission. 
 
Supervisor Phillips seconded the motion. 
 
Chairman Jones thanked the Board. 
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Supervisor Edwards said he spent twenty four years on the Planning Commission with Chairman 
Jones and he enjoyed every minute of it.  They did go get their certifications in 1993 together.  He 
stated he has sort of taken his place on the Planning Commission, but nobody will take his place 
on the Planning Commission.  He stated Chairman Jones work there and input was invaluable. 
 
Chairman Jones thanked Supervisor Edwards. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated they had a second resolution.  This is a resolution of appreciation to 
Vernie W. Francis, Jr.  Mr. Michael Johnson read the resolution.   
 

 
 
 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that if this resolution was adopted, he would like to present it to him at 
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his retirement party at the end of February. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supervisor Phillips made a motion to adopt the resolution for Vernie W. Francis, Jr. in 
appreciation for his service as Sheriff. 
 
Supervisor Faison seconded the motion with it being carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated the last late arriving matter was that he was contacted by Mayor 
Council in Franklin late in December with an idea that he would like to host a joint meeting with 
the Franklin City Council, Southampton County Board of Supervisors, and Isle of Wight County 
Board of Supervisors in early March.  He would like to perhaps invite the school boards.  He is not 
sure if he has done that or not.  This is just to get together to get to know a number of new faces 
that have come on all these boards.  His idea for an agenda is really just to talk about regional 
issues to make sure everybody has a full understanding of what agencies are out there and how 
they serve each of us that might include a brief presentation by Opportunity, Inc. which handles 
work force development.   It could include our local economic development organization.  It could 
include the Planning District Commission, Hampton Roads Partnership, as well as Smart 
Beginnings Western Tidewater with perhaps each of those groups taking five to ten minutes.  He is 
also talking about bringing in a keynote speaker who he has arranged a human resources executive 
I think from Newport News Shipbuilding.  The tentative date, which is actually firmed up now I 
think, is March 13th at the Workforce Development Center in Franklin.  That would start at 6:00 
pm.  He said he would like for you all to go ahead and get it on your calendars now if you can. 
 
Chairman Jones stated that took care of late arriving matters.  He stated now they would have the 
public comment period. 
 
Mr. Glenn Updike of 33335 Sand Road, Newsoms, VA spoke.  He said he is bringing up the same 
thing he brought up last month and that is he still thinks they should request someone from the real 
estate assessment office to come down and talk to the citizens of the county and tell them where in 
the world they came up with this reassessment.  Bedford County assessments went down 4% and 
ours went up about 5%.  He has heard lots of request to find out about this; not that they are going 
to change anything or have another reassessment but they want to know how they went about 
coming up with this type of increase in reassessments.  There isn’t anywhere in the state that the 
assessments went up like this.  He stated he would like to put this in the form of a motion that we 
get them to come down.   
 
Chairman Jones said it wasn’t going to change anything and you aren’t going to get anything out 
of it so why do we need that. 
 
Supervisor West said he had had time to think about it too and he agreed with him from the 
standpoint that it will at least give the citizens input and a feel for it if the people that were 
involved in the process were there because he had thought the same thing if it’s not going to make 
any difference at least with one on one you can go to the person and say what.  He said he agreed 
with Mr. Ash Cutchin and he thought he did a great job of explaining what overall our situation 
was.  But then again he feels the right person there you could talk to them.  We have no recourse.  
These people are certified.  Of course the only recourse we have is with the assessment group. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said the statutory process is very plain in that the taxpayer’s first line of 
appeal is to meet directly with the assessors.  Which every taxpayer that received a notice has had 
that opportunity.  If they do not achieve satisfaction there in this particular case they could have 
met with the board of assessors which Supervisor Phillips formerly served on.  So there was an 
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opportunity to go to that next appeal and meet with the board of assessors.  The third line of appeal 
that they have is to meet with the board of equalization which has just been appointed.  They will 
be receiving their training later this week and will be establishing their schedules and wrapping up 
their work before March 30, 2012.  The final level of appeal is the taxpayer can go directly to the 
circuit court.  That is the statutory process. 
 
Supervisor Updike said this is more of an educational, public relation type of meeting rather than 
getting anything changed.  From the newspaper on down the public is clambering for some 
information. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if we could require the assessor to come. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said you can ask them.  You can’t require them to come.  The contract 
doesn’t obligate them to come. 
 
Chairman Jones said the contract doesn’t obligation them to come tell us anything. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said he seconded the recommendation.  He thinks we ought to ask them.  
They can always say no. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson asked if they wanted them at the next board of supervisors meeting. 
 
Supervisor Updike said he would like to see it be a public meeting and let someone like the 
Tidewater News moderate it with a question and answer session.  If you have any questions, send 
them in to the Tidewater News.  Don’t want to have a jam session or criticism session.  He didn’t 
want it to be an open session deal.  He wanted it to be more like a debate or forum in the schools 
where people come and listen. 
 
Chairman Jones said do you think that is something we can ask for and try to get set up. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said he supposed we can ask.  His inglenation is I wouldn’t expect a yes 
answer to that question, but we can ask. 
 
Chairman Jones said he thought we needed to ask first whether they will do it or not. 
 
Supervisor Updike we need to ask them and make it a formal request. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said at the VACO meeting in Richmond they ran into a lot of counties that 
went down 2.3%, 3.1%, 4%; some of them ran up 1% or 2%.  He stated he didn’t run into anybody 
that went up 5%.   
 
Supervisor West asked if any of them were on a six year schedule like we were.  He said he 
thought that made the biggest difference.  When you are like Isle of Wight and every other year 
you do reassessment you would have already had three opportunities to go up.  We go a six year 
cycle so therefore we caught the low end as they were going up and you were caught on the low 
end.  Now the return has started but had that return gotten to the low end to start with. Apparently 
is had not.  That is what he has to assume.  He doesn’t believe that some of the original 
assessments from the prior assessments were low. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said that is an important point when you talk about percent increases you 
have to look back at the point from which you started. He thinks most people in this room would 
agree that the assessment that we paid for back in 2006 may not have been the best assessment you 
ever got.   
 
Chairman Jones said all we can do is ask them to come do it. 
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Mr. Michael Johnson asked Supervisor Updike if he had had any conversations with the paper.  He 
wanted to know if they would be willing to do that. 
 
Chairman Jones said he didn’t think the board could demand them to come.  We could just ask 
them if they would. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said they could just simply say the citizens had a problem with it and an 
explanation may suffice. 
 
Chairman Jones asked Supervisor if he had a question. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said just the wording of his suggestion that we have some questions as opposed 
to a problem might help the temperance a little bit. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said okay they could word it as flowery as you want. 
 
Chairman Jones asked when they were looking at doing this. 
 
Supervisor Updike said as soon as they were available.  We need to be flexible and work with the 
school to use their building. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said there is an old saying people don’t expect you to solve their problems all 
the time just listen to them.  He said he catches this in the office all the time, people call in and he 
likes to talk with people.  You say what can we do about it.  There may be nothing we can do 
about it but arrange to talk with them. 
 
Chairman Jones asked Mr. Michael Johnson if he could arrange to set that up. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said sure. 
 
Mr. Richard Railey said you got to have a motion and a second. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said he already had them. 
 
Chairman Jones said he had a motion and a second that they would ask the assessors to meet with 
the county.  He called for a vote which carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Jones called for item number 15 which is the citizens comment period. 
 
Mr. Ash Cutchin of Darden Mills Estate spoke.  He promised he would try not to speak as long as 
Mr. Turner.  He thanked them for the opportunity to speak.  He welcomed the four new 
Supervisors and well as the seasoned veterans to your new positions of leadership and authority.  
He stated he did not envy you.  As you go about the business of managing our county, I beg you to 
preserve the public trust by observing and practicing the highest standards of personal and 
professional ethics.  He encouraged them to continue to listen to the citizens and respect their 
input.  He said he was sad to say that what he had seen already as he has matured over the past 70 
years can best be described as a culture in transition.  A culture which is changing and not always 
for the best he thinks.  He sees a culture which has less and less of a sense of accountability both 
socially and in government.  He seems a culture of moral and fiscal irresponsibility at both the 
state and national level as well as internationally.  And just as Supervisor Faison prays before 
these meetings, he personally prays daily for our government leaders that our almighty God will 
give them and you the wisdom and courage to make the correct but difficult decisions on behalf of 
the citizens who elected you.  He was taught not to spend money which he doesn’t have and as a 
result the only things he has bought on credit is a house, a small farm, one vehicle, and this year a 
42 inch TV which was financed with no interest.  He pays cash for everything else.  He 
encouraged the Supervisors to act with an urgent and renewed sense of responsibility.  He thinks 



January 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

116 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

we began that tonight.  Treat every dollar of tax-payers money you spend as if it came out of your 
own wallet.  We have observed all too often that if throwing money at that problem would fix that 
problem then we would have no unemployment, no housing crisis, no poorly educated citizens, but 
none of those things are true.  While you as an individual or body cannot solve the national’s 
problems or the world’s problems you are presented with the possibility at the grass roots level to 
set an example for others to see and hopefully immolate.  You can show the rest of the state and 
nation that fiscal responsibility starts at home and on the smallest of scales you must not be afraid 
to say no occasionally.  In the past he suggested they had a code of conduct and he has prepared a 
few items that he thought ought to be in that and he would like to hand one to each of you who are 
interested in reading it.  He thanked the Board for giving him the opportunity to speak. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone else wished to speak. 
 
Mr. Richard Harris of 27161 Trinity Church Road spoke.  Tonight the Southampton County 
School Superintendent treated you all and this audience to the best snow job he had heard since 
Barrack Obama made his last state of the union address.  And before Mr. Charles Turner finished 
(he spent over an hour up here) he really thought he was going to get his crying towel out.  He 
begged and he pleaded for that million and some dollars and thankfully you didn’t give it all to 
him.  The four years he spent on the city council in Suffolk they heard the same song and dance 
every year just give me a little money, just give me a little more.  It’s all about the kids.  It’s all 
about the school system.  He said well let me tell you something the sky wasn’t going to fall 
tomorrow morning and the teachers weren’t going home, and the kids would not have any teachers 
when they got to school.  You did the right thing.  When this Board and the school system get their 
funding you don’t have any control over how the school system spends their money.  The state law 
doesn’t allow you to tell them how to spend the money you give them.  When you get the money 
from the taxpayers and it gets stuck in the general fund you spend it anyway you want to.  The 
only way any money gets spent for selective items is if you set it aside or earmark it.  He heard the 
Superintendent make a statement that he had never heard in his four years in Suffolk.  I believe he 
said the school system does not have a capital budget.  What do you mean the school system 
doesn’t have a capital budget?   How do they appropriate for the buses he needs, for the 
maintenance of the schools, for the heating and air conditioning.  That school system should have 
a capital budget and should appropriate money for the schools capital needs.  That is something 
you all need to discuss with the school system.  I’m sorry you’ve got buses sixteen to twenty one 
years old.  If they had a capital budget, they would be sitting money aside each year to replace 
some of those buses, to maintain some of those schools, to look at the heating and air conditioning 
system.  He did he knew what he was talking about.  So these people out here in the audience are 
asked for money each year by an increase in taxes.  What you all talked about a minute ago about 
Wingate and Associates that came in and did these assessments, he had already talked to them.  He 
stated he left Suffolk to get away from the vampires.  The ones you all have up here came out of 
the daylight.  You can’t even drive them with a stake through the heart.  You know what that guy 
from Wingate told me.  Wingate told me well you have got a nice home.  He said well he built a 
nice home because he intended to retire up here.  He said do you know what the comparable 
homes up here are.  Well ask Wingate because he couldn’t tell me what the comparable homes up 
here are.  That is what he is supposed to be basing his assessments on – comparable homes; and he 
could not point to one comparable anywhere close to the home I built or anywhere around.  He is 
going to the board of equalization and if necessary he and many others are going to the courts 
because they feel like they have been raped and he doesn’t appreciate it.  He thanked the board for 
their time. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone else wished to speak. 
 
Mr. Bill Worsham of 12685 Appleton Road spoke.  He stated that Supervisor West was the 
Supervisor for his area.  First he wanted to echo some of what Mr. Harris said.  He thought their 
money to withhold some of that money and not grant it all at one time was well taken.  You need 
to do more of that.  You should have done more of that in past years.  The situation with you 
meeting with the school board is good and he thinks a lot will come out of that.  He thinks they 
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will find out just how funding does occur in schools.  He thinks they will have a better 
understanding when it comes to appropriating money each year.  He thinks he himself would 
rather have had that 1.1 million dollars put towards drawing down the debt.  I think there are some 
circumstances that would prevent that according to the type of money we are talking about and so 
forth.  What you did tonight sent a wide message.  He said he thought there was an echo is this 
room called accountability.  He thinks if they will continue to do that he thinks this board will 
come out where we can avoid some of these tax increases.  The second thing he wanted to talk 
about was the black powder.  He stated he thought that was over with some years ago.  It appears it 
is coming back.  He would say to you to look at that issue hard and long as you did before.  He 
thinks the ordinance they drew up four or five years ago is the one that is best suited for this 
county.  He keeps hearing that we are the only county that doesn’t allow it.  We may be the only 
county that is right.  The other part of it is that pretty soon you are going to hear a lot coming out 
of Richmond about hunting on Sundays.  Categorically he is opposed to it as a citizen.  He stated 
he would like this board to consider writing a letter to the Congressmen responsible for passage of 
this bill and let them know we are opposed to it for moral and ethical reasons.  Sunday is a day of 
rest.  That is the way he was brought up and that is the way it should be.  He has seven churches in 
his area that would be affected by it.  He doesn’t think the ministers or members of those churches 
are interested in hearing dogs running, shotguns going off, and pick-up trucks running up and 
down the roads.  That would go a long way for letting them know that the people in this county 
know that we do have a moral right to stop it.  He feels that the issue of black powder should be 
tied to it also.  It goes beyond the land owners right.  It is a safety thing.  Black powder weapons 
are high tech.  They will kill in ranges of 250 to 300 yards or more.  They are not the old black 
powder weapons that you prime with a rod.  He thinks when that season would be going on there 
would be farmers out there in the fields.  It would be very easy to shoot a farmer off a tractor or 
somebody out there loading beans or whatever.  He stated he wanted to commend this board who 
did the right thing by taking a prudent stand.  Hopefully you will continue to do that.  He 
welcomed them all to the New Year. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone else wanted to speak. 
 
Mr. Jimmy Lee, a lifelong resident of Southampton County spoke.  You have always made the 
citizens of Southampton County a part of the government and he appreciates that.  He is very 
encouraged by the last two meetings.  He stated it looks like the board is going to be very 
transparent in the concern about fiscal matters and he applauds them for the stand they took 
tonight concerning the school board tonight.  The issue he is bringing up tonight is that he agrees 
with the newspaper he thinks the assessment is off base too.  He stated he wants to tell you why I 
think it is off.  Regardless of what television program you watch or which newspaper you read he 
thinks it is fair to say from New York to California, down to Miami everybody’s property values 
in this country have gone down except Southampton County.  He doesn’t understand that and he 
wants to give some reasons why he thinks it is wrong.  The benchmark that we have to go by to 
measure real estate would be our flagship county property, and he knew it was a sore subject, but 
that would be our industrial park.  According to Mr. Michael Johnson we have put in 13.6 million 
dollars and say that is going to be our cost value.  We have sold half of that land for 1.3 million 
dollars and assuming we get 30% more for the second half than we did for the first half that would 
be 1.7 million more for a total of 3 million and hopefully can sell the Wellons bank for maybe 
another 3 million, but even the best case scenario we are only going to recoup six million dollars 
on a 13.6 million dollar investment.  In other words less than fifty percent, so how in good 
conscious can we support an assessment that raises our assessment when our flagship, Cadillac 
property in Southampton County in the market today won’t bring fifty cent on the dollar that is 
invested in it.  He thinks it is a double standard there and he thinks some questions should be 
asked.  He thinks they should ask Wingate and Associates if they made a mistake.  It looks like it 
is hard to justify if our flagship property in the market won’t bring back up fifty cents on the dollar 
invested then our assessments aren’t justified.  He stated he wasn’t speaking for any group of 
people like just the farmers.  He is trying to speak for the home owners, the business owners, and 
the land owners because he doesn’t want to see anybody’s taxes go up.  He feels like this process 
is flawed and the only people we can turn to in order to make it right is the Board and they trust 
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the Board and consider them friends.  He feels like if there is anything you can explore on this he 
thinks it should be done because he feels like it is a flawed process.  He thanked the Board for 
their time. 
 
Mr. Ernest Claude of 18312 Southampton Parkway, Capron, VA spoke.  He stated Supervisor 
Phillips was his Supervisor.  He observed with interest tonight as you approached the issue 
concerning the school system.  He said he understands what you have to do for the citizens here.  
He understands accountability and he applauds all your efforts on accountability; however he 
arises to share with you and solicits your support as you continue to work, deliberate, and 
appropriate monies.  He is a lifelong resident.  When he left Southampton County in 1959 to go to 
college, he left with the understanding that he wanted to come back here to live.  After four years 
in college and two years in the Army, he came back.  The Southampton County School system 
gave him the opportunity to fulfill the dream to come back.  They hired him and he worked in their 
system for thirty eight years.  During that time he observed from the inside and the outside some 
things that people on the outside did not see.  He said he stands here proud to have been part of 
that, but in the 60’s and 70’s they had several buildings that were old and dilapidated.  Some of 
them didn’t leak, it rained in them, but since that time through your efforts you built some new 
schools and you renovated two.  I heard you say tonight that you are going to work together.  He 
appeals that as you deliberate and work with them do not ever forget the greatest resource in any 
of our counties is our young people. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone else wished to speak. 
 
Mrs. Felix Hancock from near the village of Sedley spoke.  She would just like to reemphasize 
what they are all feeling.  She stated she knew they had a tough job working on the budget and it 
will be time consuming.  She hopes they would allow some time to consider creating a code of 
ethics for the Board of Supervisors.  In her volunteer work, with the human entities locally, 
regionally, and a little state wide she has come across of some hear say that she won’t go into.  She 
will mention her own experience from October 2006 very briefing.  There was a Board of 
Supervisors Member here called her up, telephoned her at home and proceed to threaten her job.  
He thought she was working and living in another county.  She was volunteering in another 
counties public event, but she was a resident of Southampton County.  His quote was I am head of 
this organization, but I also want you to understand I am a Board of Supervisor member in 
Southampton County and I’m going to tell my buds in the county all about you.  So I thought my 
job was somewhat threatened in October 2006.  Not being an Isle of Wight resident and not being 
paid she said she just kind of laughed it off.  She mentioned it to the Sheriff’s Department there 
and she only mentioned it to a few other people.  Since that time other hear- say stories get worse 
and worse so she really hopes they will consider a code of ethics for yourselves so the county is 
not further tarnished.  She said she appreciated the time for allowing her to speak. 
 
 
Mr. Larry Whitley of 18508 Rosemont Road, Sedley, VA spoke.  He has been living in 
Southampton County all his life.  He stated he was going to make this brief because he knew we 
were all tired.  First he would like to commend them for deciding to have their monthly meetings 
at night.  He stated that would be much better for the citizens to attend and keep up with things 
going on.  He also thanked the Board for the opportunity for the citizens to speak.  He was 
certainly encouraged tonight to hear all the talk and way they handled the school board issue.  He 
thanked them for the way they handled that.  He looks forward to tightening the budget as things 
go on.  He said didn’t know if they had a revenue problem, but he thought they had a spending 
problem.  He stated he thought they have had a spending problem for a long time.  He sure hopes 
in the future we can cut out some of the spending.  When he thinks about the tax bills he has 
received the last few years, his tax bill has gone up five out of the last six years.  He is basing that 
on the old assessment so after hearing Mr. Michael Johnson he didn’t know if they could do 
anything about the assessment, but they do have the authority and power to hold the tax rate down 
so whatever it takes, please consider the taxpayer so that our tax bill may go down one year.  That 
would be a great thing so please consider that when you all discuss the budget and are in 
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deliberation with the school board.  One point of interest he noticed on school buses, and he thinks 
he had mentioned this before but he thinks there are some things that could be cut out.  When he 
came along the school bus took the child to school and took the child home.  It seems now the 
school buses do that as well as take the children home after basketball practice, football practice, 
or reading classes.  He thinks they could cut down on some need for buses if they only ran buses 
twice once in the morning and once at night.  He thanked them for their willingness to pursue 
these issues for the county and they really looked forward to it.   
 
Chairman Jones asked if there was anyone else. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said he wanted to ask Mr. Richard Railey one thing.  He asked if the Board 
did decide to send a letter concerning Sunday hunting who they would send it to. 
 
Mr. Richard Railey said he would send it to everybody that represents the people in Southampton 
County.  That would include the General Assembly which would include Blevins, Lucas; The 
House of Delegates which may be more important now and include Roslyn, Morris, and maybe a 
few more since we are close to Suffolk.  He stated he has a list that he made up the other day he 
would be happy to share.   
 
Supervisor West made a motion that we send a letter because it does seem to be important to the 
citizens of the county. 
 
Supervisor Edwards seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Richard Railey said what seems to be working now is sending e-mails from every conceivable 
person. 
 
Chairman Jones stated he had a motion and a second.  He called for the vote which carried 
unanimously. 
 
Chairman Jones stated they would have a closed meeting after a five minute recess. 
 

 
RESOLUTION OF CLOSED MEETING 

 
WHEREAS, the Southampton County Board of Supervisors had convened a closed 
meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with 
the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 (D) of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by 
the Board that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Southampton County Board of 
Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only 
public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by 
Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification 
resolution applies, and (ii) only such public matters as were identified in the motion 
convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed and considered by the 
Southampton County Board of Supervisors. 
 
 
  Supervisors Voting Aye: Dallas O. Jones 
      Barry Porter   
      Glen Updike 
      Carl J. Faison 
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                                                                  Alan Edwards 
      Ronald M. West 
      Bruce Phillips 
The motion passed unanimously.   

 
Supervisor Porter asked if they went out of closed session yet.  He asked didn’t they have to have a 
motion. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said he made the motion. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said you don’t make a motion to go out of closed session.  You can’t make a 
motion in closed session.  He stated we on in open session now.  This motion of certification 
resolution is make with the doors open. 
 
Supervisor Porter said that is what I mean.  So we are in open session. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said we are in open session. 
 
Supervisor Porter said so the certification had to be made in open session. 
 
Mr. Richard Railey stated that you could not make any motion in closes session. 
 
Supervisor Edwards stated that any motion about the closed session has to be in the open meeting. 
 
Supervisor Porter said right.  He didn’t hear anyone say we were not back in open session. 
 
Chairman Jones said we haven’t done that yet. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said we have been through this three times now. 
 
Chairman Jones said we are in closed session now. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said we are in open session now.  You made done the certification. 
 
Chairman Jones said we have done the certification.  We did not do anything other than what was 
on our agenda in closed session. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said the certification resolution has to be adopted in open session. 
 
Mr. Richard Railey said yes and it needs to be adopted. 
 
Upon returning to open session, Vice-Chairman Edwards moved, seconded by Supervisor 
West, to adopt the resolution. 
 
Chairman Edwards said we are not back in open session and nothing was discussed that wasn’t on 
the agenda. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if there was anything else to come before the Board before they adjourn. 
 
Supervisor Updike said one thing.  He thought two of the speakers tonight brought it up about 
having a code of ethics.  He thought maybe that should be on next month’s agenda. 
 
Chairman Jones said this is what Ash Cutchin says about our code of ethics, but what about our 
own.  Maybe we should come up with our own. 
 
Supervisor Porter stated they need to come up with their own. 
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Mr. Michael Johnson said he could come up with a draft and present it to them next month. 
 
Supervisor Updike said maybe could use the one in the book for employees. 
 
Chairman Jones said they needed to come up with one for their own use. 
 
Supervisor Edwards stated they definitely needed to do that. 
 
Supervisor Updike said he thought open session was great. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if there was anything else to come before the Board before they adjourn. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that they could leave their agenda books at their place.  They could 
take the information out of them if they wanted it, but leave the binders because we would need 
them next month.  If they wanted to take the whole book home that’s fine we would just need to 
get the books back before next month. 
 
 
 
 
______________________ 
Dallas O. Jones, Chairman 
 
 
_____________________ 
Michael W. Johnson, Clerk  


