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6. HIGHWAY MATTERS 
 

A.  COMMONWEALTH CONNECTOR UPDATE 
 

William Mackey, Jr., P.E., will provide you a brief update on the U.S. Route 460 
Corridor Improvements Project.  An advance copy of his planned presentation is 
attached. 
 
As you know, contract and permit work has been temporarily suspended while 
VDOT develops a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for 
review by the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) and the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA).  They are analyzing the aquatic resource impacts for five 
(5) different build alternatives plus a no-build alternative. 
 
A Record of Decision on the preferred alternative is expected by the end of 
calendar year 2014. 

 
B.  MONTHLY CONCERNS 

 
Please come prepared to share any highway concerns that exist within your 
respective districts.  
 
I’ve attached for your reference a recent news article indicating VDOT’s intention 
to heavily invest in maintenance of secondary roads over the next 5 to 6 years.  
It’s certainly needed. 
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Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS)

• The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Norfolk District, 
and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) serve as joint lead 
federal agencies, who are working with VDOT to prepare a Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS). 

• The purpose of this SEIS to evaluate the 
new information regarding the 
aquatic resource impacts and alternatives.

• Transportation Secretary Aubrey Layne 
announced that contract and permit work 
is being temporarily suspended on the 
Route 460 project while VDOT continues 
the needed environmental reviews in 
cooperation with its federal partners. 

0



• Public meetings will be held along the corridor in the fall to review 
the Draft SEIS.

• VDOT will then prepare the Final SEIS, which will include how the 
agency addresses public comments and any new information. The 
final document will include a preferred alternative.

• It is anticipated the Federal Highway Administration and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers will issue their decisions on the Final SEIS 
and a preferred alternative by the end of 2014.

Recent Updates



NEPA Study Area and Alternatives 

• The Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) 
currently being developed will include the analysis of five build 
alternatives along with a No Build option. 



NEPA Study Area and Alternatives 

• Alternative 1: A four-lane tolled road that runs south of the existing U.S. 
Route 460; identified as the preferred alternative in the original 
Environmental Impact Statement



NEPA Study Area and Alternatives 

• Alternative 2: A four-lane road that runs along the existing U.S. Route 
460 including six bypasses around the existing towns. The bypasses will 
be evaluated as both tolled and not tolled.



NEPA Study Area and Alternatives 

• Alternative 3: A four-lane tolled road that runs north of the existing U.S. 
Route 460; identified as CBA-3 in the original Environmental Impact 
Statement.



NEPA Study Area and Alternatives 

• Alternative 4: A four-lane road that runs along the existing U.S. Route 
460 with improvements to meet standards for medians, shoulders, and 
intersections.



NEPA Study Area and Alternatives 
• Alternative 5: An eight-lane road that follows a corridor similar to Alt 2. 

Four of the eight lanes (two eastbound, two westbound) are tolled as in 
Alternatives 1 or 3. The remaining four lanes are untolled local roads 
with an eastbound and westbound lane on each side of the tolled road. 



Contact the Project’s toll-free number:

1-855-460-4600

Or visit:

www.route460project.org

More Information



State’s secondary roads are deteriorating; VDOT 
aims to improve their condition
BY PETER BACQUÉ Richmond Times-Dispatch | Posted: Tuesday, June 17, 2014 10:30 pm 

While the state’s main roads — its interstate and primary highways — have benefited from 

increased emphasis by VDOT on their maintenance over the past five years, Virginia’s secondary 

roads have been steadily getting worse.

According to the Virginia Department of Transportation, an estimated 58 percent of the state’s 

secondary roads are rated in fair condition or better. In 2010, the figure was 65.8 percent.

“The secondaries are deteriorating,” the department’s chief engineer, Garrett W. Moore, told the 

Commonwealth Transportation Board on Tuesday.

Five years ago, Virginia’s most heavily traveled roads — its interstates and primaries — were 

falling apart, and the state has poured money into repairing them.

Now the state intends to work on its rural roads and subdivision streets that make up its secondary 

road system.

VDOT plans to spend $193.7 million in fiscal 2014-15 to improve secondary roads, Moore said, 

and nearly $1.2 billion over the next six years.

“We’re making up for nearly 20 years of not doing a lot,” said state Transportation Secretary 

Aubrey L. Layne Jr.

During the fiscal 2015-20 period, the state plans to allocate $645 million for interstate highway 

paving projects and $896.6 million for primary roads.

The state highway agency’s goal is for at least 65 percent of Virginia’s 48,305 miles of secondary 

roads to be in fair or better condition. The public “will notice the ride before they notice the 

rating,” Moore said.

For interstate and primary highways, VDOT’s standard is 82 percent in fair or better condition, 

and statewide both of the road categories are meeting those targets, Moore said.

Interstate highways, though they make up only 4 percent of the state’s lane-miles of roads, carry 

38 percent of Virginia’s traffic. Primary roads constitute 17 percent of the state’s lane mileage and 

carry 40 percent of the state’s traffic. Secondaries carry 22 percent of the traffic, but make up 79 

percent of Virginia lane miles.

Page 1 of 2State’s secondary roads are deteriorating; VDOT aims to improve their condition - Richm...

6/18/2014http://www.timesdispatch.com/business/economy/state-s-secondary-roads-are-deterioratin...

MJohnson
Highlight

MJohnson
Highlight



With 57,867 miles of roads, VDOT operates the third largest state-maintained highway system in 

the country, behind North Carolina and Texas.

Virginia has 1,118 miles of four- to 10-lane interstate highways connecting major cities and states, 

and 8,111 miles of two- to six-lane primary roads linking cities and towns with one another and 

with interstates.

Cities and towns maintain 10,561 miles of urban streets with the help of state funds. Arlington and 

Henrico counties maintain their own county roads.

Among the Richmond region projects receiving funding in the state’s proposed six-year highway 

improvement program are:

• replacing the Interstate 95 Lewistown Road bridge in Hanover County, $20.8 million;

• pavement restoration on Interstate 85, $47.3 million; and

• pavement restoration on Interstate 295, $28.3 million.

State transportation funds for the next six years are expected to be down 2 percent compared with 

the current six-year period, VDOT chief financial officer John Lawson told the Transportation 

Board.

The state Transportation Department’s budget will be $4.3 billion for 2014-15, he said, down 6.6 

percent from the current fiscal year.

Most of the decrease is due to a planned lower level of borrowing for transportation in the six-year 

program, Lawson said.

The state anticipates having $32.5 billion to spend on its highways, public transit systems, ports 

and airports during the 2015-20 period.

The Transportation Board is scheduled to vote on the six-year improvement program today.

Transportation funding is not down as much as the state’s general fund, noted Layne. “That could 

be good or bad,” he said. “We have money, and they’re looking for money.”
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