
SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Regular Session  i  November 24, 2014 

 

MOTION REQUIRED: If the Board is so inclined, a motion is required to 
accept the Planning Commission recommendation 
and approve the Conditional Use Permit. 

 

11. PUBLIC HEARING 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
HUNTER DARDEN, III 

 
This public hearing is held pursuant to Section(s) 15.2-1427 and 15.2-2204 of the Code 
of Virginia, 1950, as amended to consider a request by Hunter Darden, III, owner, for a 
Conditional Use Permit to operate a sand mining operation.  The request includes 
approximately 100 acres of a 340 acre +/- tract known as portions of Tax Parcels 91-23 
and 92-33.  The property is located approximately 6,400 feet northeast of the 
intersection of Mount Horeb Road (SR 672) and Nottoway Farms Drive, a private road.  
The property is in the Newsoms Magisterial and Voting Districts. 
 
The notice of public hearing was published in the Tidewater News on November 9 and 
November 16, 2014 and all adjacent property owners were notified as required by law. 
After conclusion of the public hearing, the Board of Supervisors will consider the 
comments offered this evening and will proceed to approve, deny or defer action on the 
request.  



VINBILKEN. LLC 
William L. Chorey, Manager 

P. O. Box 916 
Suffolk, VA 23439 

Mr. Michael W. Johnson 
Southampton County Administrator 
26022 Administration Center Drive 
Courtland, VA 23837 

November 12, 2014 

RE: Conditional Use Permit 2014:01 

RECEIVED NOV 1 3 2014 

Request by Hunter Darden for Sand Mining Operation 
Tax Map Parcels 91 -23 and 92-33 
75 Foot Buffer on North side of Parcel 91-23 

Dear Mike: 

As you know, I own Parcel 91-30, which is my southern border to Hunter Darden's 
proposed sand mining operation (his tax map parcel 91-23) and as you also know from 
our conversation last Friday in your office, I plan on building a home on the southern 
portion of my parcel 91-30, which is contiguous to his subject mining operation. As it 
currently stands, the mining operation is apparently allowed to be only 25' from my 
property line, which is really "too close for comfort" with my building plans. I have 
spoken with Hunter this morning about this, and he is willing to add a condition to his 
conditional use permit, of a 75 foot buffer on the southern border to my property, 
which makes me more comfortable and is satisfactory with me. With that stipulation, 
I have no objection to his mining operation and wish him the best in his endeavor as I 
want to be a "good neighbor". 

Since I will not logistically be able to make the meeting on the evening of the 24th, 
would you kindly allow this letter to be circulated among the Board of Supervisors for 
that meeting, and I am copying both Hunter and Beth Lewis as well. 

Please don't hesitate to call me if you have any questions and thank you so much for 
your assistance with this matter! 

Wishing you best personal regards, I remain 

WLC/fot 

cc: Mr. Hunter Darden 

cc: Ms. Beth Lewis 
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CUP 2014:01 
Hunter Darden III, owner 
 

Application Request: Conditional Use Permit  
 

IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION INFORMATION 
 

Comprehensive  
Plan designation:    Agricultural/Forest/Open Space/Rural Residential 
 

Zoning designation: A-1, Agricultural 
 

Acreage:   340 acres 
    Area to be mined, 100 acres +\- 
 

Current Use: Agriculture   
 

Tax Map No.:  portions of TP 91-23 and 92-33 
 

Location:      Along the western shore of the Nottoway River approximately 
4,900’ northeast of the intersection of Mt. Horeb Road (SR 672) 
and Nottoway Farms Drive (private road). 

 

Magisterial District: Newsoms 
 

Voting District:  Newsoms 
 

Adjacent Zoning:  North:  A-1, Agricultural  
    South: A-1 
    East:  A-1 
    West:  A-1 
 

Adjacent Land Use: North: Agriculture and forestry 
South: Agriculture and forestry and residences across Nottoway 
River 

    East:   Sand mining operation across Nottoway River 
    West:  Agriculture and forestry  
 

PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 

Overview 
The applicant seeks a Conditional Use Permit to operate a sand mining operation.  The 
application provides as follows: 
 

“The applicant, Hunter Darden, III, requests a conditional use permit in order to 
operate a sand mining operation at the “Denson Farm” located off Nottoway Farm 
Road.  The property (farm) contains approximately 340 acres and has been 
owned since 1999.  For the purpose of this application, the applicant is seeking to 
permit 100 acres for the extraction of sand on a commercial basis. 
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“The applicant has had a mining permit since 1989 and is currently furnishing sand 
to the Hunterdale road job.  Other projects have been Carrsville School, Target in 
Suffolk, Chesapeake Square parking lot, Union Camp landfill filtration system, 
Butler Paper, 671, Farm Fresh, Union Camp Conversion Plant now Severn Peanut 
Company Inc., local contractors, lots of logging roads and many more over the 
past 25 years. 

 
The applicant in 1998 was awarded the “winner” of the best sand mine in Virginia 
by the Virginia Aggregates Association Best Reclamation Award and also won 
honorable mention from the Interstate Mining Compact Commission, a 17-state 
consortium.” 

 
Since this is a request for a Conditional Use Permit, the following conditions are provided 
by the applicant: 
 

1. The site will operate in strict accordance with the regulations of any local, state, or 
federal agency that has authority over such operations. 

2. The excavation area shall be defined on a plat and submitted to the planning 
office. 

3. No blasting shall take place on the site. 
4. Vehicle loads shall be properly secured prior to leaving the site. 
5. Property will be posted to deter unauthorized entry.  A locked gate is currently in 

place to control vehicular access through existing road. 
6. Reclamation to be done in accordance of the VDMME. 
7. Setbacks shall be prescribed by the VDMME.  Setbacks on any blueline streams 

as shown on the US Geological Topo Maps to be 100 feet. 
8. Mining activities to be limited to 6am to 8pm Monday-Saturday with mining on 

Sunday limited to job deadlines or inclement weather only. 
9. Structures that may be necessary for a sand washing operation will be temporary 

or permanent structures will be built in compliance with any applicable ordinances 
in the A-1 zoning under Southampton County codes. 

10. The conditional use permit may be revoked for failure to abide by the above 
stated conditions or any other conditions imposed by the county.  

 
 

The A-1, Agricultural zoning district permits the following: 
“Extraction and processing of sand, gravel, or stone; borrow pits (but not including farm 
pond construction or any operations engaged in mining and disturbing less than one (1) 
acre of land and removing less than five hundred (500) tons of minerals at any particular 
site), with a conditional use permit. “ 
 

The Supplementary Regulations portion of the County Code provides no further 
requirements for sand extraction, so the Conditional Use Permit guidance offered below 
is the section to be considered in making the decision. 
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Environmental 
The soil survey shows the majority of the site is made up of Tarboro loamy sand, 0 to 6 
percent slopes.  The USDA/NRCS Soil Survey indicates the soil type is not prime 
farmland, the high content of sand or gravel in the soil increases sloughing so it is not 
very suitable for building sites, and that excessive permeability of the soil limits the 
proper treatment of effluent from conventional septic systems, compromising the ability 
to protect the water table should such systems be installed.  However, the substratum 
(the soil 8” below the surface and further) is made up of several types of sand, which 
leads the owner to seek permission to develop a sand mining operation. 
 
The second greatest percentage of soil types is Chastain loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, 
ponded.  This soil type is noted as unsuited to cropland and pastureland, noted as 
having limited use as building sites because of flooding and ponding, and is not prime 
farmland. 
 
Issues to be considered 
Sec, 18-512 of the Zoning Ordinance provides the following information to be considered 
when reviewing a request for a Conditional Use Permit: 
 
 “(a) A conditional use permit should be approved only if it is permitted with a conditional 
use permit in the district regulations and only if it is found that the location is appropriate 
and not in conflict with the comprehensive plan, that the public health, safety, morals, 
and general welfare will not be adversely affected, that adequate utilities and off-street 
parking facilities will be provided, and that necessary safeguards will be provided for the 
protection of surrounding property, persons, and neighborhood values, and further 
provided that the additional standards of this article are complied with.  In approving a 
conditional use permit the board of supervisors may impose such reasonable conditions 
as it believes necessary to accomplish the objectives of this chapter.  Unless otherwise 
specified in this article or specified as a condition of approval, the height limits, yard 
spaces, lot area, and sign requirements shall be the same as for other uses in the district 
in which the proposed conditional use permit is located. 
 
(b) Among matters to be considered in review of a conditional use permit are traffic 
congestion, water quality, noise, lights, dust odor, fumes and vibration, with due regard 
for timing of operation, screening or other matters which might be regulated to mitigate 
adverse impact and offsets on natural resources.” 
 
 

Community Comments 
Comments were provided by VDOT: 

“We recommend improvement of the access point off Mount Horeb Road (Route 
672) to VDOT’s commercial entrance standards found in Appendix F of the Road 
Design Manual, sized appropriately to accommodate the anticipated design 
vehicle.  In addition to construction of a standard entrance, this would also involve 
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determining available sight distance at this location and acquiring any easements 
necessary to ensure safe travel on, to, and from the state highway.” 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

Strengths of application: 
 The proposed conditions are comparable to conditions offered by similar uses in 

recent years. 
 The property is currently in use as a turf farm, so truck traffic along Mt. Horeb 

Road and Nottoway Farms Drive exists now.  
 The soil types that make up the site have limited use as farmland, forestland, or 

building sites, limiting the site’s potential for other uses. 
 The applicant has a history in the sand mining business with no noted violations 

and has received awards for the reclamation of former sand mining property. 
 The closest residence is more than 2,400 feet from the mining area, on the other 

side of the Nottoway River. 
 Another sand mining operation exists on the other side of the Nottoway River, so 

the use is typical in the area. 
  

 

Weaknesses of application: 
 None noted. 

 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION 

 
 

At their October 9, 2014 meeting, the Planning Commission held a public hearing 
regarding the request.  At the conclusion of the public hearing, the Planning Commission 
voted unanimously to recommend approval of the request. 
 
Chairman Drake states next item on our agenda. We have a public hearing tonight. It’s 
request by Hunter Darden III who is here tonight. He is the owner of this property and is 
requesting a Conditional Use Permit to operate a sand mining operation. The request 
includes approximately 100 acres of a 340 +/- tract known as portion of Tax Parcels 91-
23 and 92-33. The property is located approximately 6,400 feet northeast of the 
intersection of Mount Horeb Road (SR 672) and Nottoway Farms Drive, a private road. 
The property is in the Newsoms Magisterial and Voting Districts. This property is not far 
from the Monroe bridge area if you are familiar with that part of Southampton County. 
That is kind of in my neck of the woods. I am going to ask if Mrs. Lewis would like to 
elaborate further.  
 
Mrs. Beth Lewis states this is a request for a Conditional Use Permit as Chairman Drake 
stated in the A-1 zoning district, a sand mining operation. Any type of mining operation is 
permitted use with a Conditional Use Permit. This property is about 100 acres combined 
out of the 340 acres of the entire site. The site is now used for agricultural uses. There is 
a farm out there. There are other farming operations out there. There is a road, Nottoway 
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Farms Drive. It is a private road but a useful road because the trucks go in and out of 
there now to get back to the turf farm and other agricultural uses. VDOT has made a 
recommendation that the intersection of Nottoway Farms Drive and Mount Horeb Road 
look at a commercial intersection there which is probably what is there now. The 
requested mining area is approximately 29% of the total acres. That was a question at a 
meeting when we looked at a sand mining operation a couple of years ago. It appears 
that Mr. Phillips’ sand mine area were claimed to be about 18% of the total and this is 
29%. The Crowder sand mining operation was about 39% of the total area of the 
property and the Sebrell Farms property in the Branchville area is about 41% of the total 
area planned to be mined. The applicant provided the conditions that are typical of the 
sand mining operations.  

1. It will operate in strict accordance with the applicable regulations.  
2. The excavation area will be defined on a plat and submitted to the planning 

department.  
3. No blasting will take place.  
4. Vehicle loads will be properly secured before they leave the site. 
5. The property will be posted to deter unauthorized entry and a locked gate is 

already there. 
6. Reclamation will be done in accordance with the Virginia Department of Mines 

Minerals and Energy (VDMME). You have a copy of a newspaper article where 
the applicate Mr. Hunter Darden was granted an award years ago for his 
reclaiming of property after a sand mining operation so he has history.  

7. The setbacks are prescribed by VDMME and help keep all mining operations 100 
feet away from blueline streams.  

8. Mining activities would be limited to 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday 
with mining on Sunday limited to job deadlines or inclement weather only. 
Sometimes you have weeks and weeks of perfect weather and when you probably 
need to work the most it rains for a month.  

9. Any permanent structures will receive the required building permits.  
10. The conditional use permit can be revoked for failure to meet any of these 

conditions.  
 
Their soil types are appropriate for a sand mining operation. According to the USDA/ 
National Resource Conservation Soil Service the property is not good for building sites 
or agricultural uses. Sand mining may be its most appropriate use. I have received no 
phone calls or requests from anybody in the area. The applicant is here if you have 
questions.  
 
Chairman Drake states okay. I stated earlier that I was somewhat familiar with the site 
being that I farm in the area. The proposed site is a ways off of the highway but anyone 
that is familiar with farming we all know that cotton is a crop that will grow mostly 
anywhere. Well I have seen cotton planted on this property and it gets about like this 
(shows height with his hands). Mr. Darden you can come forward if you would like. I am 
going to open up the public hearing in a few. I am not sure what type of sand is 
underneath that white beach sand. It is a beautiful farm and I don’t like taking away any 
good, productive agricultural land but this is dead sand and I don’t know what irrigation 
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would do for it. I think probably nothing and this is the best thing for this particular tract, 
but before we get started at this time I am going to open up the public hearing. I just 
wanted to make that comment. Public hearing is open and Mr. Darden you can take the 
stand. 
 
Mr. Hunter Darden III addressed the board. I am Hunter Darden and most of you all 
know me. I am glad to be in one of you all’s meetings again. This property I bought in 
1999. The man that owned it gave it up or decided to sell it because his farmer told him 
he couldn’t farm it anymore. It was just too sandy and I bought it from him. My farmer 
tried it for a year and it didn’t work out so part of it now is under turf grass which is 
irrigated. Of course you all know what is happening to the turf business. Because of the 
economy and all, the turf business is not as good. Mark Phillips is probably one of the 
last ones that is left in the turf business. This is not something that I want to start 
tomorrow but I have had a mining permit since 1989. My other farm is somewhat limited 
on later use. So, I felt like I needed to go ahead since I already owned this farm and 
basically the 100 acres is predominately all of the open land that is on it. So, this is the 
next best use. Once the turf business let up I won’t have anyone that will farm it.  
 
Chairman Drake states are there any questions for Mr. Darden? 
 
Commissioner Mann states I have one Mr. Hunter. Going in and out of the property, do 
you own that land that goes all the way to the highway or do you have to cross over.  Mr. 
Hunter Darden states I have a legal 30 foot right-of-way.  Commissioner Mann states 
okay, alright. Will you need to get a permit to go all the way out to the highway to 
satisfy…Mr. Hunter Darden states my mining inspector informed me that I would bond 
the road all the way to the highway. Commissioner Mann states right.  Mr. Hunter 
Darden states that will be bonded and it is part of my permit.  Commissioner Mann states 
well that is what I was saying. I didn’t know whether the county had to help protect you 
down the road; whether we needed to include that in this application.  Mr. Hunter Darden 
states I don’t own it but I do have a right-of-way. Even at the mining site that I have now, 
I don’t own my access but I have a permit. He told me I would be permitted out to the 
road.  Commissioner Mann states I knew it would I just didn’t know how it would affect 
the county; didn’t want to put you in a bind.  
 
Mr. Hunter Darden states let me tell you something else which you probably already 
know. I was informed the other day that the federal government is looking at now 
inspecting state mine sites. So, there will be a little more regulation.  Commissioner 
Mann states yes, they have always had that right. As far as where the 100 acres is 
located it looks like it is close to a property line in the narrow part of the back close to the 
river. Then it gets back into the rest of the property line and there are properties around 
that. 
 
Mr. Hunter Darden states I only have one hard line property owner, which is not a very 
long line at all. That is the only one that I have. The rest of it is basically surrounded by 
water. The man that owns that is Billy Corey who bought that piece of property. He is the 
only landowner who joins me that you could walk from their property to mine.  
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Commissioner Mann states that is what I was getting at. Now I know in some of the other 
permits state requires more than 25 feet. In some of the ones out in Branchville and 
some of the recent ones, correct me if I am wrong, it has been 50 feet.  Mrs. Beth Lewis 
states the one in Branchville, Sebrell Farms one had homes that abutted on the side 
property lines.  Commissioner Mann states than it had an adjoining farm as well. The 
abutting landowners where here asking for that.   Mr. Hunter Darden states if he asked 
for it I wouldn’t have a problem with it but I figured as long as I abide by what they 
require me to do and he doesn’t have any complaints, I would be alright. 
 
Chairman Drake states okay any other questions? 
 
Mr. Hunter Darden states I am proud of my award that I received because I do take pride 
in the property that I owned as well as other people’s property that I sell timber on. I am 
real proud of that because I was an individual growing up with companies like Volcan so 
it was a big deal. I wanted to tell Dallas and I probably will tell him, that he is not the only 
one that was able to go to Homestead because that is where I went to get the award.  
 
Chairman Drake states Mr. Darden was that for the mining operation or for reclamation. 
Mr. Hunter Darden states that was reclamation on my mine site, yes. I just got 
nominated and I was very pleased with my award that I received.  Chairman Drake 
states congratulations. How many previous sand operations have you had?  Mr. Hunter 
Darden states well just that one but I have had that since 1989. If you need the statistics 
that is a 247 acre farm with 150 acres permitted. I won’t ever dig 150 acres because I 
didn’t want to dig my farm up and I have three separate ponds on mine that you can fish 
in and also the farmer pumps water on his crops out of my ponds. So, they are not just 
there, they are being used.  
 
Chairman Drake states okay are there any other questions or comments? Thank you sir. 
 
Mr. Hunter Darden states thank you. 
  
Chairman Drake states anyone else that would like to speak? No one else? When I look 
at this audience, I see three people in it and all three are in the sand business.  
 
Laughter in the room. 
 
Chairman Drake states if there is no one else coming forward I am going to close the 
public hearing and I will open the floor up for any additional discussion. 
 
Commissioner Randall states there are no weaknesses noted on the application so I 
think we should approve it. 
 
Chairman Drake states is that a motion? 
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Commissioner Randall made a motion to approve the application request for a 
Conditional Use Permit to operate a sand mining operation.  Commissioner Harrell 
seconded the motion.  Commissioner Edwards states with the ten conditions we have 
listed.   Commissioner Randall states right.  Commissioner Edwards states now Mr. 
Darden has always been a good steward of the land and I am sure he will take care of 
this so I have no reservations either.  Chairman Drake states do we have any other 
discussion before we vote? 
 
Commissioner Chesson states what is the status of the intersection with VDOT? Is that 
going to just work itself out?  Chairman Drake states it’s not really an intersection it’s the 
access to Mt. Horeb Road. Am I correct?  Mr. Hunter Darden states it is already being 
used by big trucks now.  Chairman Drake states Mrs. Lewis you have been to the site I 
presume.  Mrs. Beth Lewis states if it doesn’t meet VDOT’s requirements it will be 
required that it does. Since it is in commercial use now it is very likely that it does meet 
what their recommendation is.  Commissioner Chesson states so they have the 
jurisdiction over that. We don’t have to do anything with that.  Mrs. Beth Lewis states that 
is correct.  Chairman Drake states it is a wide driveway so the turf trucks can get back 
there and that is a tractor trailer truck so it is pretty much already designed for that heavy 
traffic. Any other comments before we vote? 
 
Chairman Drake called for a vote which carried unanimously. 
 
Mrs. Beth Lewis states that will go to the Board of Supervisors’ November meeting.  
 
Chairman Drake states as a favorable recommendation.  
 
 
SUPPORT INFORMATION AND ATTACHMENTS 

 
1) Staff Analysis  
2) Application 
3) Site map/soils map 
4) Adjacent property owner notification 
 

10



 

 

 

SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA

Darden

www.interactiveGIS.com Printed 09/16/2014 

0 1,312 2,624 ft11



Southampton County 
Post Office Box 400 

Courtland, Virginia 23837 
757-653-3015 

APPLICATION FOR: 

REZON lNG COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 

R ONTACT INFORMATIONI 

Applicant or Representative Name: fll!j.Ju~ JJMOtAJ JfC 
) 9]1/ i205t;nOJ.J1 eo/H) Address: 

City,Sta .. , Zip, EEItN.k LU/ , VA. ;;;l'J8S' ( 

\7J 

I I 

Phone Day "1/7- S:J-'I:J. Evening S6,') -;;SJ 0 Mobile t'l2- g:J 'I}. 

Owner Name: I-I1JN"(£(l < f}JJg./J£jJ pc 
Address: 

City, State, Zip: _______________ _ 

Phone: Day ______ _ Evening Mobile _________ _ 

!PROPERTY INFORMA T1o~l 

Address or Location: ______ _ _____ _ 

Tax Pa<cel N"mbe" "'7/ < :13 9 J - ::: '3 
Total Acreage of Parcel: '3 i..J 0 

Amount o f above acreage to be considered: (() () 

Current Use of propeny: __ ~A=L.fz"-------------
Rezoning request from to ________________ _ 

Comprehensive Plan request from to ______________ _ 

Conditional Use request: Section of the Southampton County Code 
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Give a brief description of the application request (auach additional sheets jfnecessary): 

5"££ .4 T-r/J-L-j,tL.D 

Required Items to be suhm iucd with application: 

Application Fonn 

Application Fec of $1,000 

___ Cover Leiter 

Site Plan I Exhibit 

Proffer Statement (if applicable) 

Other (To be dctcnnined by agent) 

Note: If applicant is anyone OIher than the fee simple owner, written authorization of the fee simple owner 
designating the applicant as the authorized agent for all malters concerning this application shall be fi led 
with the agent. A Special Limited Power of Anomey fonn is available u,r>n request. 

The undersigned __ Owner __ Applicant authorizes the entry of Southampton County personnel 
onto the property in order to perfonn their duties with regard to this request. 

'0 -2$-1,/ 
Date 

~ . 
. ~ 

Signature Signature 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

Received By: ______ _ 

Date: ________ _ 

Post Sign By: ______ _ 

PC Agenda Date: _____ _ 

BOS Agenda Date: ____ _ 
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The applicant, Hunter Darden, III , request a conditional use permit in order to operate a 
sand mining operat ion alli1e" Denson Farm" located off Nottoway Farm Road. The 
property (farm) contains approximately 340 acres and has been owned since 1999. For 
the purpose of this application, the applicant is seeking to permit 100 ac res for the 
ex traction of sand on a commercial basis. 

The app licant has had a mining pennit since 1989 and is currently furnishing sand fo r the 
Hunterdale road job. Other projects have been Carrsville School, Target in Suffolk, 
Chesapeake Square parking lot, Union Camp landfill fil tration system, Butler Paper, 671, 
Fann Fresh, Union Camp Conversion Plant now Severn Peanut Company Inc., local 
Contractors, lots of logging roads and many morc over the past 25 years. 

The appl icant in 1998 was awarded the "winner" of the best sand mine in Virginia by the 
Virgi nia Aggregates Association Besl Reclamation Award and also won honorable 
mention from the lnterstate Mining Compact Commission, a J 7 slate consort ium. 
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Conditions offered include: 

I. The site will operate in strict accordance with the regulations of any local, 
state, or federa l agency that has authority over such opemtions. 

2. The excavation area shall be defined on a plat and submitted to the planning 
office. 

3. No blasting shall lake place on the site. 

4. Vehicle loads sha ll be properly secured prior to leaving the site. 

5. Property will be posted (0 deter unau thorized entry. A locked gate is 
currently in place to control vehicular access through existing road. 

6. Reclamat ion to be done in accordance with requirements of the VDMME. 

7. Setbacks shall be prescribed by the VDMME. Setbacks on any blueJine 
streams as shown on the US Geological Topo Maps to be 100 feet. 

8. Mining activities to be limited to 6am to 8pm Monday- Saturday with 
mining on Sunday limited to job deadlines or inclement weather only. 

9. Structures that may be necessary for a sand washing operation will be temporary 
or pemlanent structures will be built in compliance with any app licable 
ordinances in the A-I zoning under Southampton County codes. 

10. The conditional use pemlit may be revoked for failure to abide by the 
above stated condit ions or any other conditions imposed by the county. 
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Editorial 
SAND !'tUNE RECLAMATION 

Doing it r ight 

The exam ple let by Hunter Darden at hLS 
8and mine south of Franklin is something 
everyone can learn from. As reported in the 
Sunday in ue of Th e Tidewater New., by 
putting 80me of his effort (and money) back 
into the mine, Darden haa been able to create a 
natural paradise from what could have been 
little more than a a couple of big holes in the 
ground. As a result, the operation received the 
etate 'a top award (or non-quarry redamation 
lind honorllble mention from II 17-stata 
eon.ortium. 

According t o the di r ector of Virgini.'s 
Diviaion of Minerel Mining, the willingness of 
lllndownere to redaim affected land in a 
poait ive manner ill a rarity. That is. a shame. 
Although law. require such industriea to meet 
e xaeting eeo ·friendl y requirements, 
enforcement remaina a problem. ThUll, said 
the director, taking csre of the land requires 
the commit me nt of individual people . 
Regulation. alone won't get the job done. 

Being earth-friendly is not limited to 
companie!, of course, lind therein lies the 
meaning of Darden's example. He took the 
time to make the contractors clean up after 
themeelves and he made them leave when they 
refuled to do 80. He took some oehis profi ts and 
turned barren nndy soil into a ivildlife 
preserve. The efTort of an individual made the 
difference. 

When we put effort into recycling, 
compoeting or similar resource-saving 
meeaur ea, we are also being earth-friendly. 
It'a not hard, but it does r equire commitment. 
It'a eeaier to throw an aluminum can in the 
traah instead of the recycle bin,just as it would 
have been easier for Darden to backfill his 
mines and aimply bury any eyesores. 

He didn't, and neither should we. -W.W. 
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
1700 North Main Street 

SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA 23434 
 

September 10, 2014 
 
Beth Lewis 
Southampton County 
P. O. Box 400 
Courtland, VA 23837 
 
RE: Darden Sand Mine Conditional Use Permit 

Mount Horeb Road (Route 672) 
 Southampton County 
 
The District has completed its review of the above reference conditional use permit received by this 
office on September 4, 2014.  We offer the following comments: 
  

 Under the brief description section, the application says "see attached". It is not clear if the 
complete application containing this description was forwarded for review. 

 
 We recommend improvement of the access point off Mount Horeb Road (Route 672) to VDOT's 

commercial entrance standards found in Appendix F of the Road Design Manual, sized 
appropriately to accommodate the anticipated design vehicle. In addition to construction of a 
standard entrance, this would also involve determining available sight distance at this location 
and acquiring any easements necessary to ensure safe travel on, to, and from the state highway. 
Any such improvement will require a land use permit from VDOT and review and approval of 
plans designed by an appropriate design professional. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact me at (757) 925-1536 or matthew.lillis@vdot.virginia.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Matt Lillis, P.E. 
Area Land Use Engineer 
Virginia Department of Transportation 
Hampton Roads District 
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USDA United States 
~ Department of 

Agriculture 

NRCS 
Natural 
Resources 
Conservation 
Service 

A product of the National 
Cooperative Soil Survey, 
a joint effort of the United 
States Department of 
Agriculture and other 
Federal agencies, State 
agencies including the 
Agricultural Experiment 
Stations, and local 
participants 

Custom Soil Resource 
Report for 

Southampton 
County, Virginia 

September 17, 2014 
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Custom Soil Resource Report 

Map Unit Legend 

2A Altavista fine sandy loam, 0 to 2 18.0 
percent slopes, rarely flooded 

8A Chastain loam, 0 to 2 percent 31.5 
slopes, ponded 

18F Nevarc and Remlik soils, 15 to 0.0 
65 percent slopes 

27A State fine sandy loam, 0 to 2 9.5 
percent slopes , very rarely 
flooded 

288 Tarboro loamy sand, 0 to 6 83.4 
percent slopes 

W Water 0.1 

Totals for Area of Interest 142.5 

Map Unit Descriptions 

The map units delineated on the detailed soil maps in a soil survey represent the soils 
or miscellaneous areas in the survey area. The map unit descriptions, along with the 
maps, can be used to determine the composition and properties of a unit. 

A map unit delineation on a soil map represents an area dominated by one or more 
major kinds of soil or miscellaneous areas. A map unit is identified and named 
according to the taxonomic classification of the dominant soils. Within a taxonomic 
class there are precisely defined limits for the properties of the soils. On the landscape, 
however, the soils are natural phenomena, and they have the characteristic variability 
of all natural phenomena. Thus, the range of some observed properties may extend 
beyond the limits defined for a taxonomic class. Areas of soils of a single taxonomic 
class rarely , if ever, can be mapped without including areas of other taxonomic 
classes. Consequently, every map unit is made up of the soils or miscellaneous areas 
for which it is named and some minor components that belong to taxonomic classes 
other than those of the major soils. 

Most minor soils have properties similar to those of the dominant soil or soils in the 
map unit, and thus they do not affect use and management. These are called 
noncontrasting, or similar, components. They mayor may not be mentioned in a 
particular map unit description. Other minor components, however, have properties 
and behavioral characteristics divergent enough to affect use or to require different 
management. These are called contrasting, or dissimilar, components. They generally 
are in small areas and could not be mapped separately because of the scale used. 
Some small areas of strongly contrasting soils or miscellaneous areas are identified 
by a special symbol on the maps. If included in the database for a given area, the 
contrasting minor components are identified in the map unit descriptions along with 
some characteristics of each. A few areas of minor components may not have been 
observed, and consequently they are not mentioned in the descriptions, especially 
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  Hunter Darden, III 
  19311 Rosemont Road 
  Franklin, VA 23851 
91‐23, 92‐33 

   
  Robert Beltrami 
  31010 Holland Drive 
  Franklin, VA 23851 
92‐39C 

 

 
  Vinbilken LLC 
  P.O. Box 916 
  Suffolk, VA 23439 
91‐30 

   
  Mark and Julie Harb 
  28311 Monroe Road 
  Franklin, VA 23851 
92‐39G 

 

 
  WH & BJ J Inc. 
  William H. Howell, Jr. 
  28089 Handsom Road 
  Franklin, VA 23851  91‐24, 91‐22 

   
  Patricia Edwards 
  28325 Monroe Road 
  Franklin, VA 23851 
92‐39F 

 

 
  Mark and Margaret Phillips 
  23152 Scottswood Drive 
  Franklin, VA 23851 
104‐36 

   
  Ryan and Dorothy Moore 
  28343 Monroe Road 
  Franklin, VA 23851 
92‐39E 

 

 
  Sandra Barnes and DD Mullican 
  31400 Sunbeam Drive 
  Franklin, VA 23851 
104‐37 

   
  WT and Rosa‐Lee Riddick TR 
  28369 Monroe Road 
  Franklin, VA 23851 
92‐39B, 92‐39C 

 

 
  Goodwood Virginia LLC 
  P.O. Box 570 
  Exeter, NH 3833 
105‐11 

   
  Elizabeth Moody etals 
  c/o June Duck 
  27351 Delaware Road 
  Franklin, VA 23851  92‐37, 92‐36 

 

 
  Mills Robert and Lois Edward Life Est. 
  28531 Monroe Road 
  Franklin, VA 23851 
92‐35, 92‐34 

     

 
  Crowder & White Contracting LLC 
  30065 General Thomas Highway 
  Franklin, VA 23851 
92‐23 

     

 
  Allen and Juanita Cotton Life Est. 
  31153 Sycamore Church Road 
  Franklin, VA 23851 
92‐31C 

     

 
  Bryan and Jo Holloman 
  28236 Monroe Road 
  Franklin, VA 23851 
92‐30A 
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