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            At a budget workshop meeting of the Southampton County Board of Supervisors held in 
the Board Room of the Southampton County Office Center, 26022 Administration Center Drive, 
Courtland, Virginia on April 29, 2013 at 6:30 PM.       
      

 
SUPERVISORS PRESENT 

Dallas O. Jones, Chairman (Drewryville)  
Ronald M. West, Vice Chairman (Berlin-Ivor) 

Dr. Alan W. Edwards (Jerusalem) 
Glenn H. Updike (Newsoms) 

Carl J. Faison (Boykins-Branchville) 
Barry T. Porter  (Franklin) 
S. Bruce Phillips  (Capron) 

 
SUPERVISORS ABSENT 

 
     

OTHERS PRESENT 
Michael W. Johnson, County Administrator (Clerk) 
Beth Lewis, Director of Community Development   

Lynette C. Lowe, Finance Director 
Richard E. Railey, Jr., County Attorney     

Cynthia J. Edwards, Administrative Secretary 
 

OTHERS  ABSENT 
Julien W. Johnson, Jr. Public Utilities Director 

 
 
 

Chairman Jones called the budget workshop meeting to order. 
 
After the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Faison gave the invocation. 
 
Chairman Jones thanked everyone for coming.  He stated that they were just going to do what they 
had to do to work on the budget.  There will be no comment from the audience at all; we will have 
that next month. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that Supervisor West has one item of business outside of the budget if 
he wanted to go ahead and bring that up. 
 
Supervisor West said he would be glad to.  He said he had a citizens request from Ivor for Power 
House Christian Center, specifically Mrs. Mable Fenner to request to use the Ivor Elementary 
School yard during the memorial day weekend starting Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and Monday.  
They will provide entertainment and activities for the community as well as religious activities, 
but they will have the air, bouncy houses and things like that for activities.  That will be for the 
weekend of Memorial Day.  She had initially asked to rent that property.  They will clean up 
behind themselves.  They would like to set up pop-up tents and things like that.  He said if he 
could at this time he would like to recommend that this be done.   
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone had any problem with this.  This is something for the community 
and we need more of it.   
 
Supervisor West said yes we do.  I make a motion that we allow Mrs. Mable Fenner and Power 
House Christian Center to use this property Memorial Day weekend. 
 
Supervisor Phillips seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Supervisor West stated that it was open to the entire community. 
 
Chairman Jones  asked Supervisor West if he had any comments he wanted to make. 
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Supervisor West stated that he and Supervisor Porter had a chance to sit down with Mr. Michael 
Johnson and Mrs. Lynette Lowe.  He stated that they have done the debone work and made some 
suggested changes that I think the 452 Committee is in line with.  From what you will see I think 
that Mr. Michael Johnson is going to make a presentation.  I would like to make one general 
comment.  You never promise anything that you don’t have, but finances this year will be 
somewhat more difficult because there is not any new money in the county, but next year there 
should be as much as $1.4 million dollars or somewhere in that neighborhood.  That is speaking 
very strongly and out of turn to some degree, but we would have more latitude next year to make 
some changes.  And we also need to look at rebuilding our reserve fund at that time.  We will look 
at our friends in the school system as well and do what we can at that time.  But, I will be real 
honest with you tonight.  We are one year off from that opportunity.  And you have to work with 
us and we will work with you.  Hang in there.  We do have school buses set aside in this.  We are 
making the step in the right direction.  Tax payers took a substantial burden and a big hit last year 
when that $200.00 additional fee was added on.  Some people have chosen to turn their noses up at 
us and ignore that process.  And making the tax paying citizens that are willing to pay, pay on 
time, and do as they should bear the burden for them and those non-payers.  With that being said I 
don’t think that is fair and I don’t think it is fair to add an additional tax this year to cover the 
unpaid taxes for the solid waste management fee.  So based upon this I would like for Supervisor 
Porter to comment briefly on it.  Again Mr. Michael Johnson, Mrs. Lynette Lowe, and Supervisor 
Porter, and I have sat down and we feel comfortable recommending this to you tonight. 
 
Supervisor Porter said he just wanted to echo what Supervisor West said.  We sat down with Mr. 
Michael Johnson and Mrs. Lynette Lowe and we went over the budget in detail line by line in 
many cases.  We had a guiding principal and our guiding principal was our long term strategy to 
get the county back on strong financial footing.  Last year was a horrible year.  We had to make 
some tough decisions and people got pretty mad about it.  This year is a bad year.  We can’t do 
what we want to do.  We don’t have the money.  Next year is going to be better and I am confident 
that the following year is going to be even better because I think we are headed in the right 
direction.  For many years, we had trouble attracting industry in this county.  And, the problem 
was we really didn’t want it.  The people didn’t act like they wanted industry.  Our savior is two 
pronged.  One we have got to widen our tax basis and that means that we have got to bring some 
industry in here to pay taxes so we can sustain the county.  If we don’t have industry; we cannot 
sustain the county.  We are talking about having trouble with education right now and if you look 
at it in five years if we don’t broaden the tax basis we are either going to have a real estate tax of 
$1.50  or we are going to have to cut way back from where we are today.  So, we have to attract 
industry.  We cannot make any short term decisions that are going to get in the way or prevent us 
from getting there in a timely manner.  That is one of the reasons that we didn’t want to jack our 
taxes around.  Having spent his life in business, he knows that one of the first things that 
businesses look at when they come to relocate is a stable and favorable tax policy.  If you start 
jacking rates around from year to year they are going to get uncomfortable and they are going to 
go somewhere else.  So we are in a position now where we are starting to get interest.  We have an 
energetic person looking out for us in Mrs. Amanda Jarratt.  We are starting to get a lot of interest 
in companies here.  We are getting four new businesses in this year and we have got more that are 
interested in coming here and we have got to do everything that we can to encourage them to come 
and not to leave.  If they can’t be comfortable that we are going to have a strong consistent tax 
policy they are not going to come and that is number one.  The other thing that we are looking 
forward to is that we have got to find a better way to use the assets that we have.  Right now we 
have a very active program.  The 452 Committee is working with the City of Franklin and we have 
identified some areas that are win-win situations that can save a lot of money for both of us.  These 
are the two prongs in our long term strategy that we cannot stray from and that will get us to the 
future that will allow us to do the things that we really want to do.   But, as I reiterate I am not 
going to make a short term decision that is going to cause us to fall off that path and that is one of 
the guiding principals in this budget.  We can’t do everything that we want to.  We believe that it 
is going to be better next year.  We believe that if we follow this path we are going to get to a 
vision in the county that we can all be very, very proud of all the time.   
 
Chairman Jones stated that before we go any further in our meeting Mr. Michael Johnson has a 
Power point presentation that he is going to make.   
 
Mr. Michael Johnson gave the following Power point presentation:   
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Mr. Michael Johnson said he would stop before he finished up.  He said he only had a couple more 
slides.  He asked if there were any questions on adjustments that we have made to revenue or 
expenditures.  He asked if everybody was good. 
 
Supervisor Updike said in the revenue he didn’t see any adjustment made for the loss of Valley 
Proteins.  Will the revenue coming in be equal to the other company coming in. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said from AMAC.  He stated at this point we are not entirely confident that 
we are going to lose that revenue.   
 
Supervisor Updike said I hope and pray that we don’t.   
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said it could happen. 
 
Supervisor Updike said it could happen and we don’t want to end up over estimating our revenue 
and then wind up having to borrow more money putting ourselves in the hole. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said right. 
 
Supervisor West said it is a point well taken and we will consider that as things develop so you 
will know what goes on, but we are hoping that we won’t lose the revenue. 
 
Supervisor Porter said we have better than a 50/50 feeling that we won’t lose it.  Is that a fair 
statement? 
 
Supervisor West said yes. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson asked if there were any other questions. 
 
Supervisor Updike said he had one more question did you want it now or later. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said it doesn’t matter. 
 
Supervisor Updike said he noticed that we wanted tourism and everything else and the historical 
society has spent 500 to a 1000 hours maintaining the history of our county and the history of the 
area to bring in tourism and since 2010 their budget has been cut.  Every year they have followed 
your request and cut 5% and now we are even cutting them again.  It has gone from almost 
$50,000 down to let me look at the sheet here, but it has gone way down. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said we haven’t cut the Rebecca Vaughan house any year.  Their 
appropriation is the function of two numbers.  The flat amount that we have given to the Rebecca 
Vaughan house project which has been $20,000 annually for the past four or five years/ 
 
Mrs. Lynette Lowe said she thought it had been since fiscal year 2008. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said we have reduced their operating money to pay people to cut grass and 
those kinds of things which is the much smaller piece.   
 
Supervisor Updike said the whole group under that category has contributed greatly to the 
county’s tourism and the heritage of the county.  We voted a couple of times of giving tax free to 
other organizations and this is only $10,000.00 and where that is over $800, $900, or over $1,000 
to various other groups.  I’m just sort of picking them out and they have probably done a better job 
than all of us put together.   
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said he had just a couple of other slides as shown: 
 
 
 
 
 

4-31



April 29, 2013 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that he had a call this afternoon from Dr. Alvera Parrish and he was 
glad that she was here tonight so she can elaborate as much as she likes.  The question that she 
proposed to him this afternoon was have you got the extra $196,745 in state revenue for the 
schools included in the budget.  The answer to that is the draft budget that you have in front of you 
does not include that.  So, if the school board is able to identify funds within their budget to use 
for that local match you may be able to increase the school budget by the additional $196,745 in 
state revenue.  It will have absolutely no impact in your local number, but it will allow them if 
they are able to identify and use local funds to leverage against that it will enable them to access 
almost another $200,000. 
 
Supervisor West said he had two questions.  He said what is the amount that would have to be 
identified by the school to receive these magic funds?  And the second question is:  What is the 
amount that it is going to be?  Is it going to be $68 or something like that? 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said he would have to look that up, but that was in the ballpark. 
 
Dr. Alvera Parrish said it has gone down to about $44,000. 
 
Supervisor West said $44,000?   
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Mrs. Joy Carr said it went down to about $44,000. 
 
Supervisor West said and the second part is have you been able to identify this needed funds in 
order for us to reach and grab the $196,000 and put back in your fund? 
 
Dr. Alvera Parrish asked Chairman Jones if she could speak. 
 
Chairman Jones said yes go right ahead. 
 
Dr. Alvera Parrish said presently what we need to do is go back to my Board and have the 
opportunity to have that discussion because I have not had that chance to have them to have input 
in this process.  We are going to be meeting very soon.  And I talked to Mr. Michael Johnson 
about that and we will get input as to how the Board wants to move forward.   
 
Supervisor West said well we use the expression win-win, but it is for both.  It also puts us through 
this trying year to next year which is an entirely different question.   
 
Dr. Alvera Parrish said right. 
 
Supervisor West if you can find this money and let us know so we can appropriate this money it 
will be fantastic.  I’m sure that is the consensus of the Board. 
 
Chairman Jones said I think everybody will agree with you after what we heard Wednesday night. 
 
Supervisor Updike said he had asked these questions before.  He said we are appropriating this, 
this year, what is happening next year?  Are we going to have an increase of $350,000 and the 
state is not going to put a penny in it.  So, we are jumping into the fire without any recourse.  That 
$70,000 next year on the school buses is going to double.  I see it exploding on us on the School 
Board budget. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Chairman Jones asked the Board members if they had any comments. 
 
Supervisor Faison said he is concerned about the schools.  This budget that we are proposing, does 
not increase anything for the schools.  Now if we present this proposed budget as Mr. Michael 
Johnson said the tax increase proposed cannot be raised; it would stay just where it is.   He said he 
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would want to leave that $0.02 tax raise in the budget.  Then after the public hearing it could be 
decreased, well that would be fine, but the proposed budget that we present tonight we couldn’t 
raise it.  Now I am very concerned about the schools and I think we should do something for them.  
The only way that I see we could do something for them is to leave that $0.02 tax increase. 
 
Chairman Jones called on Supervisor West. 
 
Supervisor West said he was going to vote for the budget at $0.75.  I am looking ahead; I don’t 
have the money in hand.  I do feel that we work together with the schools, but we are not in a 
position tonight to give additional money.  We just are not.  Most of the areas surrounding us are 
struggling with school budgets as you are well aware of.  We had our turn at this last year.  We are 
not going to go there again this year.  I’m going to vote for the $0.75 as proposed. 
 
Chairman Jones called on Supervisor Edwards. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said he agreed with Supervisor West.  We have kicked the can down the road 
many years.  It is about time we stop doing that.  Next year may be a little better, but everybody 
has got to realize that we have got a new jail coming up and the Capron School coming up.  We 
have got aging infrastructure in this county, aging water works, and a dog pound.  We have a lot of 
things coming down the road that we have to be prepared for and I don’t like short changing 
anybody.  The schools are doing an excellent job.  But, that is the way the world is right now, we 
are all just going to have to cut back and work harder.  So I am going to support the budget as it is 
now. 
 
Chairman Jones called on Supervisor Phillips. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said he is in favor of this draft budget as it is presented.  I believe it is a 
product of long hours of work put together by both the 452 Committee and Mr. Michael Johnson 
and Mrs. Lynette Lowe.  With their able assistance I think we are cutting county spending.  We 
have adjusted revenue projections with better information.  I think that we will be leaving the real 
estate tax at $0.75 per $100 of value this year.  I hope that the schools can find funding for much 
needed teaching positions in the projected savings from the Anthem insurance reductions and fees.  
I believe that they might also find some funding through attrition and retirement that would help 
them fund these teaching positions.  I believe that the school buses will further indicate the 
Board’s commitment to the school system and to the safety of our students.  I would further 
interest the Superintendent and the School Board to enter into any efficiency studies available to 
better identify any savings that are unrecognized.  We are anticipating improving revenues in 
2014.  They are not here yet, but available data indicated that we can see a strong possibility for 
next year.  I think that businesses that may be considering locating in Southampton County will 
recognize that there is something new about the county.  That Southampton County’s attitude 
about business in these difficult fiscal times has changed.  I think that they will come to us.  Thank 
you.   
 
Chairman Jones called on Supervisor Updike.  
 
Supervisor Updike said I also will go along with you, but in the mean time I would like to make 
some suggestions.  I noticed that you made some cuts in part time and full time cuts in the budget 
on workers.  I would like for this Board to adopt something where they can take off leave for the 
overtime and part time work.  I am sure as I am sitting here that every department has down time.  
Now during their work periods where they can take off leave they can take off compensatory leave 
for any part time and overtime work that they have done during the busiest time.  Businesses out 
here in the world do this and I think this is the way it should be done.  And the department heads 
should monitor this and see that it is carried out.  That would save when we are going through the 
budget so there are not a lot of overtime and part time funds appropriated.  If we adopt a resolution 
for compensatory leave and ask the department heads to see that it is carried out we can do away 
with a lot of this overtime and part time work.  So, that would be his first step in consideration of 
departments getting under control and cutting departments.  
 
Chairman Jones said Supervisor Updike I can’t agree with you on this. 
 
Supervisor Updike said can I say something else. 
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Chairman Jones said I want to answer these questions first then I’ll let you talk.  We are already 
short.  We already have less employees in our departments than any other county in the state.  We 
can make them take compensatory leave.  We don’t have any other help.  I just can’t agree with 
you.  Our employees are working just as hard as they can.  Any office you go in there is one 
person sitting there.  You go in any other county three or four people are sitting in that office. 
 
Supervisor Updike said I can’t help what other counties do.  We have got to be efficient.  We have 
got to do it different.  I don’t know of any business in this country that doesn’t have down time 
and they have to take compensatory time. 
 
Chairman Jones said I just can’t agree with you. 
 
Supervisor West said just let him talk.   
 
Supervisor Updike said just let him talk.  Okay, what you need is to look at things like that that 
you don’t want to cut.   
 
Chairman Jones called on Supervisor Porter. 
 
Supervisor Porter said looking at the budget detail he supports it as presented.  Again, I would like 
to give more money to the schools, but when I look out five years from now I want to see a sound 
financial county.  That means that we have to get businesses and we have to continue functioning 
in an atmosphere where businesses want to come here.  Right now I think that we going to be in a 
very, very positive position because we are more stable than our neighbors this year.  We are 
going to be a good place for companies to come.  We are going to have a competitive tax rate and 
we are on a stable tax regime; and that is very important because in your decision business is the 
bottom line in uncertainty.  If they can’t be certain with their taxes they aren’t going to come; they 
are going to go somewhere else even if they feel like they have to pay a little bit more where they 
are certain of the taxes.  I think holding the tax rate at $0.75 is critical in our strategy of attracting 
businesses.  I am very optimistic about our future.  I am very, very happy with the direction that 
we are taking.  We had four businesses come in over the last year.  We have at least that many 
more interested that we are talking to so I think we are on the right path.  We just have to 
demonstrate that we are going to support these businesses and we will get more. 
 
Supervisor West said Amen. 
 
Supervisor Porter said that is why unlike Supervisor Updike I will support the schools if they can 
find the money for that raise.  I will give you the support for that raise.  We just don’t have the 
extra $50,000 that we can give you right now, but if you can find it you have got my support for 
the raise.   
 
Supervisor West said Amen. 
 
Chairman Jones said you also have mine.  I’ll support it.   
 
Supervisor West said and his. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said and his. 
 
Chairman Jones said what say ye on the budget now. 
 
Supervisor West made a motion that we advertise the budget as presented tonight with all the 
corrections and changes. 
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Supervisor Porter seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Jones stated the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Dallas O. Jones, Chairman 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Michael W. Johnson, Clerk 
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