
SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Regular Session  i  June 24, 2013 

 

MOTION REQUIRED: A motion is required to adopt the attached 
ordinance. 

 

9. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

B. ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – BUILDING AND TRADE PERMIT FEES 
 

This public hearing is held pursuant to § 15.2-1427, Code of Virginia, 1950, as 
amended to receive public comment on an ordinance to amend Article II, Chapter 4 
as it relates to building and related trade permit fees.   
 
The notice of this public hearing was published in the Tidewater News on June 9 
and June 16, 2013 as required by law.  After conclusion of tonight’s public hearing, 
the Board of Supervisors will consider the comments offered and may act upon the 
ordinance or defer action until such time as it deems appropriate.
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE II, CHAPTER 4 OF THE SOUTHAMPTON 1 
COUNTY CODE AS IT RELATES TO PERMIT FEES  2 

 3 
- - - - - 4 

 5 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of Southampton County, Virginia that the 6 
Southampton County Code be, and hereby is, amended as illustrated herein below: 7 

 8 
Sec. 4-27. through Sec. 4-34. are hereby repealed. 9 

 10 

Add a new Section 4-35 as written hereinbelow:   11 
 12 
Sec. 4-35. Permit fees. 13 
 14 

(a)   Fee for appeal from decision of building official or code official.  The fee for an 15 
appeal from the decision of the building official or code official shall be $100.00.   16 
 17 

(b)   Fee for application for modification of provisions of Virginia Uniform Statewide 18 
Building Code.  The fee for an application for modification of a provision or provisions of the 19 
Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code shall be $100.00.   20 
 21 

(c)   Permit not issued until fees paid.  On all buildings, structures, alterations or repairs 22 
requiring a building permit, including plumbing, electrical, and mechanical installation, as 23 
defined in the building code, plumbing code, electrical code and mechanical code as adopted by 24 
this commonwealth and entitled the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (VUSBC), no 25 
permit to begin work shall be valid until the fees prescribed in this schedule shall have been paid 26 
to the Department of Community Development except for structures, buildings, equipment, 27 
machines and infrastructure improvements made exempt from permit fees by the VUSBC as it is 28 
amended from time to time.   29 
 30 

(d)   Exceptions to exemptions above.  Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (c) 31 
above a building or portion of a building located on a farm that is operated as a restaurant as 32 
defined in Code of Virginia, § 35.1-1, and licensed as such by the board of health under Code of 33 
Virginia, tit. 35.1, ch. 2, shall require payment of building, plumbing, electrical and mechanical 34 
installation permit fees, and farm buildings otherwise exempt from permit fees which lie within a 35 
flood plain or in a mudslide-prone area shall be subject to flood proofing or mudslide 36 
regulations, as applicable.   37 
 38 

(e)   Additional fee for special plan review.     39 
 40 

(1)   An additional fee shall be paid by the applicant when plans of special design are 41 
filed with the department of community development, and the determination of the 42 
building official is that, in order to satisfy safety and liability issues, such plans need to 43 
be forwarded to the International Code Council (ICC) or other approved agency for 44 
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review. The fee for this review shall be the fee charged by the ICC or other approved 45 
agency and shall be in addition to any other fees required by this section. 46 
(2)   Plan reviews conducted by the local building department for structures other than 47 
accessory structures for one- and two-family dwellings (R-4 and R-5), the fees shall be as 48 
follows based on gross floor area. Gross floor area shall be the floor area within the 49 
perimeter of the outside walls of the building under construction without deduction for 50 
hallways, floor openings, closets, and thickness of walls, columns or other features. 51 

 52 
Building Area per floor   53 

   in square feet             Fee     54 
 55 

2,499 or less square feet . . .        $ 25.00 56 
2,500 to 5,000 square feet . . .          35.00 57 
5,001 to 10,000 square feet . . .          50.00 58 
10,001 to 30,000 square feet . . .          75.00 59 
30,001 to 40,000 square feet . . .        125.00 60 
Every additional 1,000 square feet . . .         25.00 61 

 62 
(f)   Permit applications.     63 

 64 
(1)   Applications for permits shall be made by the owner or lessee of the building or 65 
agent of either, or by the licensed professional engineer, architect, contractor, or 66 
subcontractor, or their respective agents, employed in connection with the proposed 67 
work. Once issued, permits shall not be transferable to another owner, lessee, licensed 68 
professional or agent thereof. 69 

 70 
(2)   Applications for permits shall be accompanied by 2 sets of construction documents 71 
showing to scale (a) the size, use and location of all existing structures and 72 
improvements, (b) the proposed construction and (c) the distances of proposed 73 
construction from existing structures and improvements, from lot lines and from private 74 
and public easements and rights-of-way. Construction within easements and rights-of-75 
way shall be prohibited unless the applicant provides evidence that the owner or 76 
beneficiary of the easement or right-of-way has authorized the construction. 77 

 78 
(g)   Penalty for stop-work orders.  When the building official finds that work on any 79 

building is being performed contrary to the provisions of the VUSBC or in a manner 80 
endangering the general public, he or she shall issue a stop-work order immediately. The penalty 81 
for stop-work orders issued by the Department of Community Development shall be $50.00 and 82 
must be paid by the person(s) responsible for the faulty performance of such work before the 83 
stop-work order is lifted.   84 
 85 

(h)   Re-inspection fees.  Whenever the building official shall determine that a second or 86 
additional inspection trip is necessary due to the failure of an owner, contractor or subcontractor 87 
to properly correct faulty work or whenever an inspection has been requested before the work to 88 
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be inspected has been completed to the degree required; or whenever the inspector cannot obtain 89 
reasonable access to the work to be inspected, the inspector shall assess a service charge of 90 
$50.00. Such charge shall be chargeable to the holder of the permit covering such work and shall 91 
be paid prior to inspection or re-inspection of such work.   92 

 93 
(i)   Permit extension and suspension.  Any permit issued shall become invalid if the 94 

authorized work is not commenced within six months after issuance of the permit; or if the 95 
authorized work is suspended or abandoned for a period of six months after the time of 96 
commencement of the work; the failure to complete enough work to schedule an inspection 97 
during any six-month period may be grounds for finding that work has been abandoned or 98 
suspended; however, permits issued for building equipment such as plumbing, electrical and 99 
mechanical work shall not become invalid if the building permit is still in effect. It shall be the 100 
responsibility of the permit applicant to prove to the building official that authorized work 101 
includes substantive progress, characterized by approved inspections as specified in the VUSBC 102 
of at least one inspection within a period of six months or other evidence that would indicate 103 
substantial work has been performed. Such request shall be in writing and submitted prior to the 104 
permit becoming invalid. The fee shall be $100.00 per extension.  105 

(j)   Fees based on construction valuation.  Where the provisions of this section require 106 
the payment of a fee based on the current value of all services, labor and material, the building 107 
official may require that a detailed cost estimate be submitted for review and approval as a 108 
prerequisite to the issuance of any permit.   109 

 110 
(k)   Refunds of fees and permit amendments.  The building official may authorize the 111 

refunding of any permit fee paid pursuant to this section upon application by the person who paid 112 
such fee under the following conditions:   113 
 114 

(1)   If an applicant requests in writing the cancellation of a permit prior to the start of 115 
construction or requests for inspections, the permit fees, less a service charge of $50.00 116 
and the plan review fee, if applicable, shall be refunded. 117 

 118 
(2)   If an applicant requests in writing the cancellation of a permit after the work 119 
authorized by the permit has begun and inspections have been made, the permit fees, less 120 
a $50.00 service charge, a $25.00 charge for each inspection made and the plans review 121 
fee, if applicable, shall be refunded. 122 

 123 
(4)   The above provisions notwithstanding, no refund shall be made if six months have 124 
expired since the issuance of the permit(s).  125 
 126 
(3)   If an applicant requests an amendment to a permit after the work authorized by the 127 
permit has begun an administrative fee of $50.00 shall be charged.  128 
  129 
(l)   Building permits.  A building permit shall be required for the following types and 130 
classes of activities. Electrical, plumbing and mechanical work is not covered by a 131 
building permit and, if such work is to be performed, separate permits shall be obtained, 132 
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and the applicable fees shall be paid. In addition to the fee schedule below unless noted 133 
elsewhere in this fee schedule, an Office Administrative Fee of $25.00 shall be charged 134 
on all building and trades permits. No building permit shall be issued unless and until a 135 
certificate of zoning compliance, as required by the county code, has been obtained from 136 
the zoning administrator or his or her designee. Fees for building permits shall be as 137 
follows:   138 

(1)   For new construction (including additions in all use classifications).  139 
 140 
Fee (based on gross floor area). 141 
Gross floor area shall be the floor area within the perimeter of the outside walls of the 142 
building under construction without deduction for hallways, floor openings, closets, 143 
thickness of walls, columns, or other features. 144 

 145 
0--500 square feet . . .   $  50.00 146 
501--1,000 square feet . .        70.00 147 
1,001--1,500 square feet . . .      110.00 148 
1,501--2,000 square feet . . .       160.00 149 
2,001--2,500 square feet . . .    200.00 150 
2,501--3,000 square feet . . .     250.00 151 
3,001--3,500 square feet . . .     290.00 152 
3,501--4,000 square feet . . .     340.00 153 
4,001--4,500 square feet . . .     380.00 154 
4,501--5,000 square feet . . .      430.00 155 
Greater than 5,000 square feet . . .    450.00 156 

Plus $40.00 for each 500 square feet or fraction thereof in excess of 5,000 square 157 
feet 158 

 159 
(2)   Garages, sheds, decks, and porches. 160 

 161 
0--250 square feet . . .   $ 25.00 162 
Greater than 250 square feet . . .     50.00 163 

 164 
(3)   For the alteration or repair of any building or structure; the construction or erection 165 
of piers, bulkheads, towers, swimming pools, or pool systems; the installation of fire 166 
alarm systems; the installation of security or energy systems; the installation of site 167 
illumination; the removal of asbestos; and any other additions or alterations to these or 168 
similar structures or systems. Fee based on current value of all service, labor, and 169 
material. 170 

 171 
0--$1,000.00 . . .            $ 25.00 172 
$1,001.00--$5,000.00 . . .  45.00 173 
Greater than $5,000.00 . . .  50.00 174 

Plus $20.00 for each $5,000.00 or fraction thereof, of value in excess of $5,000.00 175 
 176 
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(4)   For the installation or erection of a manufactured home or industrialized building 177 
unit. 178 

 179 
Same as subparagraph (1) New Construction, above. 180 

 181 
(5)   For the placing of tents or movable structures. 182 

 183 
Fee, each . . . $ 25.00 184 

 185 
(6)   Annual permit as defined in VUSBC. 186 
 187 
Application Fee . . . $ 50.00 (plus $50.00 for each inspection conducted to determine 188 
code compliance for construction projects as documented by the annual permit holder.) 189 
The annual permit holder shall be responsible for requesting inspections as required by 190 
the VUSBC.  191 

 192 
(7)   For the demolition or razing of any building or structure. 193 
 194 
Fee, each . . . $ 25.00 195 

 196 
(8)   For the relocation of an existing building or structure, in part or in whole, to be 197 
relocated outside the County the fee shall be $50.00. For the relocation of an existing 198 
building or structure, in part or in whole, from one location to another within the County 199 
whether or not the new location is on the same lot or parcel of land the applicable fee 200 
shall that for new construction.  201 

 202 
(9)   For the installation of walls or fencing, whether wood, metal, masonry, or other 203 
material. 204 

 205 
Fee, each . . . $ 25.00 206 

 207 
(10)   Automatic Fire Protection Systems.  208 

 209 
0--$1,000 in value . . .  $ 25.00 210 
$1,001.00--$2,000.00 . . .     40.00 211 
Over $2,000.00 . . .     40.00 212 
Plus $5.00 for each additional $500.00 or fraction thereof, of value in excess of 213 
$2,000.00. 214 

  215 
(11) For construction not covered by any of the above, the permit fee shall be assessed 216 
and collected at the rate of one percent of the retail value or current market value of the 217 
work being done, provided that the minimum permit fee shall be $25.00. 218 

 219 
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(m)   Plumbing permits.  A plumbing permit shall be required for any work which 220 
includes but is not limited to the installation or alteration of plumbing fixtures or water supply 221 
systems, and connections to any building drain, public or private sanitary sewage system, or 222 
manufactured or industrialized building units or modular home connections.   223 
 224 

(1)   New residential for R- 4 and R-5 use classifications (includes water and sewer 225 
lateral). 226 

 227 
Fee, per dwelling unit . . . $ 50.00 228 

 229 
(2)   Additions, alterations and repairs for R-4 and R-5 use classifications  230 

 231 
Fee, per dwelling unit . . . $ 25.00 232 

 233 
(3)   New commercial and industrial (including additions). 234 

 235 
Fee . . . $ 50.00 236 
Plus $15.00 per bathroom group as defined in the Virginia Plumbing Code. 237 

 238 
(4)   Alterations and repairs for commercial and industrial (all use classifications). 239 

 240 
Fee . . . $ 25.00  241 
Plus $5.00 for each additional $500.00 or fraction thereof, of value in excess of 242 
$2,000.00. 243 

 244 
(5)   Installation of water lateral, sewer lateral, backflow prevention for landscape 245 
irrigation systems and natural or L.P. gas lines for R-4 and R-5 use classifications. 246 

 247 
Fee . . . $ 25.00 248 
An additional fee of $20.00 will be charged if a septic tank is abandoned. 249 

 250 
(6) On site utility systems located outside the building in all use classifications other than 251 
R-4 and R-5 including water (domestic and fire), and sewer installations for commercial 252 
and industrial development the permit fee shall be assessed and collected at a rate of one 253 
percent (1%) of the current retail value or current market value of the work being done 254 
provided that the minimum permit fee shall be $50.00 255 

(n)   Electrical permits.  An electrical permit shall be required for the following types and 256 
classes of activities. Fees for said permits shall be as indicated.   257 
 258 

(1) New residential R-4 and R-5 use classifications. 259 
 260 

0--200 amperes, per dwelling unit . . .     $ 50.00 261 
Greater than 200 amperes, per dwelling unit . . . 50.00 262 
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Plus $25.00 for each additional 100 amperes, or fraction thereof, in excess of 200 263 
amperes. 264 

 265 
(2)   Commercial and industrial (and all other use classifications) 266 

0--200 amperes . . .   $ 50.00 267 
Greater than 200 amperes . . .    50.00 268 
Plus $15.00 for each additional 50 amperes, or fraction thereof, in excess of 200 269 
amperes. 270 

 271 
(3)   Increasing the size of electrical service including panel change out (all use 272 
classifications)  273 

0--200 amperes . . .   $50.00 274 
Greater than 200 amperes . . .  $50.00 275 
 276 
Plus $25.00 for each additional 100 amperes, or fraction thereof, in excess of 200 277 
amperes. 278 

 279 
(4)   For the addition or alteration of electrical branch circuits, electrical luminaries 280 
(fixtures) or outlets in existing buildings or structures, provided, however, that no 281 
addition or alteration fee shall be assessed where a service upgrade is involved. 282 

 283 
Fee . . . $ 25.00 284 
Plus $5.00 for each additional $500.00 or fraction thereof, of value in excess of 285 
$2,000.00. 286 

 287 
(5)   Temporary electrical service. 288 

 289 
Fee . . . $ 25.00 290 

 291 
(o)   Mechanical permits.  A mechanical permit shall be required for the following types 292 
and classes of activities. Fees for said permits shall be as indicated.   293 

 294 
(1)   For the installation, replacement, repair, or alteration of mechanical systems or 295 
equipment, or freestanding fireplaces, solid fuel stoves, elevators, dumbwaiters, moving 296 
stairs and walks, manlifts, hoisting or conveying equipment, amusement devices, and 297 
other mechanical installations or alterations. 298 

 299 
a.   New residential -- R 4 and R 5 use classifications. 300 

Fee, per dwelling unit . . . $ 50.00 301 
 302 

b.   Alterations, repairs, additions (R-4 and R-5 use classifications.). 303 
 304 

Fee, per dwelling unit . . . $ 25.00 305 
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Plus $5.00 for each additional $500.00 or fraction thereof, of value in excess of 306 
$2,000.00. 307 

 308 

c.  New commercial and industrial, including additions thereto. (Includes all other use 309 
classifications) 310 

0--1,000 square feet . . . $ 25.00 311 
1,001--3,000 square feet . . . 50.00 312 
Greater than 3,000 square feet . . . 50.00 313 
Plus $10.00 for each additional 500 square feet in excess of 3,000 square feet. 314 

 315 
d.   Alterations and repairs for commercial and industrial. (Includes all other use 316 
classifications). 317 

Fee . . . $ 25.00  318 
Plus $5.00 for each additional $500.00 or fraction thereof, of value in excess of 319 
$2,000.00. 320 

 321 
(2)   L.P.G. (i.e., butane, propane, etc.) tanks and associated piping (total water capacity 322 
in gallons). Fee: 323 

 324 
0--500 gallons . . . $ 25.00 325 
501--2,000 gallons . . . 30.00 326 
Over 2,000 gallons . . . 40.00 327 

 328 
(3)   Tanks and associated piping for flammable and combustible liquids (capacity in 329 
gallons per tank). 330 

 331 
0--10,000 gallons . . . $ 25.00 332 
10,001--20,000 gallons . . . 30.00 333 
20,001--50,000 gallons . . . 40.00 334 
Over 50,000 gallons . . . 50.00 335 

 336 
(4)   Removal and abandonment of underground storage tanks (UST). 337 

 338 
Removal of fuel storage tanks (minimum) . . . $ 25.00 339 
Multiple tanks, each . . . 15.00 340 

 341 
(5)   Commercial cooking hoods. 342 

 343 
Fee . . . $ 25.00 each 344 

 345 
(6)   Commercial Cooking hood fire suppression systems. 346 

 347 
Fee . . . $ 25.00 each 348 
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 349 
(p)   Sign permits.     350 

 351 
(1)   A sign permit shall be required for the erection, relocation, or structural alteration of 352 
all signs. No sign permit shall be issued unless and until a certificate of zoning 353 
compliance, as required by the County Code, has been obtained from the zoning 354 
administrator or his or her designee. The fee for such permits shall be as follows. 355 

 356 
Base fee . . . $ 35.00 357 

 358 
For erection, structural alterations and/or relocation of signs; fee is determined by base 359 
fee plus area fee. Area fee shall be determined by total square footage area of all sign 360 
faces of each sign. 361 

 362 
Area of Sign Faces       Additional Fee     363 
0--50 square feet . . . $ 10.00 364 
51--100 square feet . . . 20.00 365 
101--300 square feet . . . 30.00 366 
Over 300 square feet . . . 40.00 367 

 368 
(q) Certificate of Occupancy Fees.   369 

(1) Temporary Certification of Occupancy; Upon written request of the permit holder, a 370 
temporary certification of occupancy may be issued before the completion of the work 371 
covered by a permit provided that such portion or portions of a building or structure may 372 
be occupied safely prior to full completion of the building or structure without 373 
endangering life or public safety. For each temporary certificate of occupancy for other 374 
than use classifications of R-4 and R-5, the fee shall be $100.00. 375 

(2) Final Certificate of Occupancy; For each final certification of occupancy for other 376 
than use classifications of R-4 and R-5, the fee shall be $100.00. Where the permit holder 377 
has previously obtained a temporary certificate of occupancy the final certificate of 378 
occupancy fee shall be $50.00. 379 

(3) Certification of Occupancy for Existing Buildings; Upon written request from the 380 
owner or the owner’s agent, or as otherwise determined necessary by the building 381 
official, a certificate of occupancy shall be issued for an existing building or structure 382 
provided there are no current violations of the Virginia Maintenance Code or the Virginia 383 
Statewide Fire Prevention Code (13 VAC 5-51) and the occupancy classification of the 384 
building or structure has not changed. An inspection shall be performed prior to the 385 
issuance of the certificate and the buildings and structures shall not be permitted from 386 
continued use. For each certificate of occupancy issued for existing buildings and 387 
structures, other than use classifications of R-4 and R-5, the fee shall be $100.00 388 

 389 
(r). Phased approval (foundation permits etc.)  390 

 391 
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The building official is authorized to issue a permit for the construction of foundations or 392 
any other part of a building or structure before the construction documents for the entire 393 
building or structure have been submitted, provided that adequate information and 394 
detailed statements have been filed complying with pertinent requirements of this code. 395 
The holder of such permit for the foundation or other parts of a building or structure shall 396 
proceed at the holder’s own risk with the building operation and without assurance that a 397 
permit for the entire structure will be granted.  For each phase the permit fee shall be 398 
calculated at one percent of the construction value base on fair market value of labor and 399 
materials. 400 

 401 
(s). Soil and Erosion Control.  402 

 403 
When the owner or permit applicant for the construction of a single family dwelling 404 
contracts with the County by means of an “Agreement in Lieu of a Plan” as set forth in 405 
section  6-4 (a) of the county code, Erosion and Sedimentation Control, the fee shall be 406 
$50.00.   407 

 408 
( u)   Miscellaneous permits.     409 
 410 
(1) Annual Operating Permits.  411 
 412 
In addition to permits for the installation of material, all elevators, dumbwaiters, moving 413 
stairways, escalators, automatic fire protection systems and backflow prevention devices 414 
shall be subject to an annual operating permit and inspection as required by the VUSBC. 415 
The owners/operators of establishments having such facilities shall be responsible for 416 
obtaining the permits, and for paying the requisite fee, at least 30 days prior to the 417 
expiration of the then-in-effect annual permit. The applicant shall have the inspection 418 
performed by a certified individual in the presence of an inspector and shall submit the 419 
inspection report to the building official not later than 30 days after the inspection has 420 
been conducted. 421 

 422 
Fee, for annual inspection . . . $ 40.00 (this includes office admin. fee) 423 

 424 
(2) Amusement Rides and Devices.  425 
In addition to permits for material installation, all amusement devices and rides shall be 426 
subject to an annual permit and inspection, as required in the amusement device 427 
regulations of the USBC, prior to each seasonal opening. The owner/operator of an 428 
establishment having such facilities shall be responsible for obtaining the permit and 429 
paying the requisite fee, at least 30 days prior to the expiration of the then-in-effect 430 
annual permit. In addition, all of the above shall be subject to the operation inspection as 431 
required in the amusement device regulations of the USBC. 432 

 433 
Each ride, annual inspection . . .    $ 35.00 434 
Operation inspection-entire park or facility . . . 75.00 435 
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When a third-party inspector (not an employee of the Department of Community 436 
Development) is utilized by the owner/lessee to make the required amusement 437 
device inspections, an administrative fee of $75.00 shall be paid by such owner or 438 
lessee. 439 

 440 
(3)  In accordance with §§36-98.3 and 36-105 of the Code of Virginia, the local building 441 
department shall be responsible for the enforcement of the Virginia Amusement Device 442 
Regulations and may charge fees for such enforcement activity. The total amount charged 443 
for any one permit to operate an amusement device or devices or the renewal of such 444 
permit shall not exceed the following, except that when a private inspector is used, the 445 
fees shall be reduced by 50%: 446 
 447 
Amusement Device (As defined in the Virginia Amusement Device Regulations) means 448 
(i) a device or structure open to the public by which persons are conveyed or moved in an 449 
unusual manner for diversion and (ii) passenger tramways. 450 

 451 
a.   Kiddie ride: 452 
 453 
Fee, per ride . . . $25.00 454 

 455 
Definition: An amusement ride designed primarily for use by children up to 12 years of 456 
age that requires simple reassembly procedures prior to operation, and that does not 457 
require complex inspections prior to operations. Examples of kiddie rides include, but are 458 
not limited to the following. 459 

 460 
Airplane Swing 461 
Alligators 462 
Amtrak Train 463 
Bear in the Air 464 
Bulgy the Whale 465 
Bumble Bees 466 
Caterpillar Train 467 
Clown-A-Round 468 
Clown Pillow 469 
Convoy 470 
Flying Saucer 471 
Giant Slide 472 
Go-Gator Coaster 473 
Italian Kiddie Swings 474 
Jolly Caterpillar 475 
Kiddie Boats 476 
Kiddie Car 477 
Kiddie Ferris Wheel 478 
Kiddie Motorcycles 479 
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Kiddie Train 480 
Kiddie Tubs-O-Fun 481 
Merry-Go-Round 482 
Mini Bumper Cars 483 
Mini Scrambler 484 
Moon Walk 485 
Motorcycle Jumps 486 
Red Baron 487 
River Canoes 488 
Sky Fighter 489 
Space Castle 490 
Turnpike Autos 491 

 492 
b.   Major ride: 493 
 494 
Fee, per ride . . . $35.00 495 

 496 
Definition: Major ride means "flat ride" or "circular ride", as defined by ASTM Standards on 497 
Amusement Rides and Devices,* not classified as "spectacular ride" or "kiddie ride", that may be 498 
inspected principally from the ground (i.e., inspector remains within a height not greater than 20 499 
feet off the ground or loading platform). Examples of major rides include, but are not limited to 500 
the following. 501 
 502 

All "Dark Rides" 503 
Astro Liner 504 
Bumper Boats 505 
Bumper Cars 506 
Double Loop 507 
Far Out 508 
Gravitron 509 
Hurricane 510 
Jules Vern 511 
Rock-O-Plane 512 
Round-Up 513 
Scrambler 514 
Side Winder 515 
Spider 516 
Tempest 517 
Tilt-A-Whirl 518 
Tip Top 519 
Tub-O-Fun 520 
Twister 521 

 522 
c.   Spectacular ride: 523 
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 524 
Fee, per ride . . . $55.00 525 

 526 
Definition: Spectacular ride means "high ride", "flat ride", or "circular ride", as defined 527 
by ASTM Standards on Amusement Rides and Devices,* which because of their height, 528 
size, length, capacity, or complexity of assembly and operation require a greater amount 529 
of inspection effort. Examples of spectacular rides include but are not limited to the 530 
following. 531 
Armour 532 
Cortina Bobs 533 
Ferris Wheel 534 
Flying Bobs 535 
Galactica 536 
Giant Wheel 537 
Himalaya 538 
Log Flume 539 
Looping Star 540 
Music Express 541 
Music Fest 542 
1001 Nights 543 
Paratrooper 544 
Pirate Ship 545 
Roller Coasters 546 
Galaxy 547 
High Rise 548 
Loch Ness Monster 549 
Ranger 550 
Rebel Yell 551 
Shock Wave 552 
Toboggan 553 
Wild Mouse 554 
Sky Diver 555 
Sky Wheel 556 
Super Cat 557 
Super Himalaya 558 
Super Loop 559 
Super Roundup 560 
Swiss Bobs 561 
Viking Ship 562 
Wave Swinger 563 
Yo Yo 564 
Zipper 565 

 566 
d. For coasters which exceed 30 feet in height the fee shall be $150.00. 567 
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  568 
*ASTM Definitions (ASTM Designation: F 747-86) 569 
Circular ride:  An amusement ride whose motion is primarily rotary in a fixed or variable plane 570 
from horizontal to 45 degrees above horizontal.   571 
Flat ride:  An amusement ride that operates on a single level whether over a controlled, fixed 572 
course or tract, or confined to a limited area of operation.   573 
High ride:  An amusement ride whose motion is in a fixed or variable plane from horizontal or 574 
vertical.   575 
 576 

This ordinance shall be effective July 1, 2013. 577 

  578 

  579 

 580 

 581 

A copy teste:_______________________, Clerk 582 
Southampton County Board of Supervisors 583 
Adopted: June 24, 2013 584 
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Permit fee comparison 

 

Permit/fee  Franklin  Southampton County 

Appeal decision of Building Official  $100  $330 

Review of application for permit exception    $28 

Request modification to USBC  $100  $55 

     

Plan review, Not 1 or 2 family residential     

 2499 sq ft or less  $25  $220 

 2500‐5000 sq ft  $35  $220 

 5001‐10000 sq ft  $50  $220 

 10001‐30000 sq ft  $75  $220 

 30001‐40000 sq ft  $125  $220 

 Every addl 1000 sq ft  $24  $220 

Single family residential  Dwelling, same as 
above 
Accessory building, no 
plan review fee 

$55, charged for 
accessory buildings as 
well 

Stop‐work order penalty  $50  NA 

Re‐inspection fee  $50  $44 

Permit extension  $100  $55 

Permit amendment after work started  $50   

Demolition  $25  $44 

Annual permit as described by USBC  $50 plus $50 for each 
inspection 

 

Administrative fee added to every permit  $25  NA 

Minimum permit fee    $27.50 

Levy under USCB added to every permit  All 2%  All 2% 

Start work without permit    $55 or no more than 
50% of permit cost, 
whichever is greater 

Refund of permit fees     

 Prior to work or inspections  Fee minus $50 and plan 
review fee 

Fee minus $44 and plan 
review fee 

 After work and inspections have begun  Fee minus $50, plan 
review fee and $25 per 
inspection 

Fee minus $44, plan 
review fee and $44 per 
inspection 

 More than six months from permit 
issuance 

No refund  No refund 

     

Building permit fees, new construction     

 Up to 500 sq ft  $50   $0.14/sq ft 

 501‐1000 sq ft  $70  $0.14/sq ft 

 1001‐1500 sq ft  $110  $0.14/sq ft 

 1501‐2000 sq ft  $160  $0.14/sq ft 

 2001‐2500 sq ft  $200  $0.14/sq ft 
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 2501‐3000 sq ft  $250  $0.14/sq ft 

 3001‐3500 sq ft  $290  $0.14/sq ft 

 3501‐4000 sq ft  $340  $0.14/sq ft 

 4001‐4500 sq ft  $380  $0.14/sq ft 

 4501‐5000 sq ft  $430  $0.14/sq ft 

 Over 5000 sq ft  $450  $0.14/sq ft up to 40,000 
sq ft 

 Every addl 500 sq ft over 5000  $40   NA 

 Over 40,000 sq ft in area  NA  $0.10/sq ft 

Garage, shed, porch, deck     

 Up to 250 sq ft  $25   $0.10/sq ft 

 Over 250 sq ft  $50   $0.10/sq ft 

Fit‐up, residential or commercial    $0.10/sq ft 

Alteration or repair, or pier, bulkhead, tower, pool, 
fire alarm, security or energy system, site lighting, 
asbestos removal, similar additions or alterations.  
Based on value of labor and materials 

   

 Up to $1000  $25    $28 

 $1001‐5000  $45     $30 plus $9 each addl 
$1000 in value 

 Over $5000  $50   $30 plus $9 each addl 
$1000 in value 

 Every addl $5000 in value  $20  $30 plus $9 each addl 
$1000 in value 

Automatic fire suppression system, based on value     

 Up to $1000   $25  $28 first $1000 in value 

 $1001‐2000  $40   

 Over $2000  $40   

 Every addl $500 in value  $5  $9 each addl $1000 in 
value 

Manufactured home or industrialized building  Same as new 
construction fees 

Same as new 
construction fees 

Modular home  Same as new 
construction fees 

Same as new 
construction fees 

Tents or temporary structures  $25   $44 

Walls or fence  $25  NA, no permit required 

Relocate structure     

 Location within County    Same as new 
construction fees 

 Location outside of County    $55 

Construction not covered above, fee assessed at 
the rate of 1% of retail value or current market 
value of work. 

Minimum $25   

     

Plumbing permit     

New 1 and 2 family, including water/sewer lateral     
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 Per unit  $50  $11 per fixture, floor 
trap, appliance or hose 
bib 
$11 water service and 
distribution system 
$17 DWV system 

Additions/alterations/repairs, 1 and 2 family     

 Per unit  $25  $11 per fixture, floor 
trap, appliance or hose 
bib 
$11 water service and 
distribution system 
$17 DWV system 

Manufactured home water service and DWV 
hookup 

  $33 

New/additions, commercial and industrial  $50 plus $15 per 
bathroom group as 
defined in VA Plumbing 
Code 

$11 per fixture, floor 
trap, appliance or hose 
bib 
$11 water service and 
distribution system 
$17 DWV system 

Alterations/repairs, commercial and industrial  $25 plus $5 for every 
$500 in value over 
$2000 

$11 per fixture, floor 
trap, appliance or hose 
bib 
$11 water service and 
distribution system 
$17 DWV system 

Water or sewer lateral, backflow preventer for 
landscape irrigation, natural/LP gas lines for 1 and 
2 family 

$25 plus $20 if septic 
tank is abandoned 

Backflow preventors or 
vacuum breakers 
$11 for 1‐5 
Over 5, $11 plus $1 each 

Sewers, storm or sanitary manholes, area drains or 
devices 

  $17 

On‐site utility systems outside building in all uses 
other than 1 and 2 family, including water/sewer 
installations for commercial and industrial 
development , fee assessed at the rate of 1% of 
the current retail or market value of the work. 

Minimum $50   

     

Electrical permit     

New  service, 1 and 2 family     

 Up to 200 amps, per unit  $50  $50 up to 125 amps 
$55 up to 150 amps 
$66 up to 200 amps 

 Greater than 200 amps, per unit  $50  $66 

 Each addl 100 amps over 200, per unit  $25  $17 per 50 amps 

Fixed appliance and equipment connections     
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 Domestic, each    $11 

 Commercial, each    $17 

Power consuming outlets, per structure    $55 

Manufactured home    $33 

Energy conservation device from public utility    $11 

New service, all others     

 Up to 200 amps  $50  $50 up to 125 amps 
$55 up to 150 amps 
$66 up to 200 amps 

 Greater than 200 amps  $50  $66 

 Each addl 50 amps over 200  $15  $17 per 50 amps 

Increase service size including panel change out, 
all uses 

   

 Up to 200 amps  $50  $33 relocate or replace 
existing meter 
$66 increase service up 
to 200 amp increase 

 Greater than 200 amps  $50  $66 

 Each addl 100 amps over 200  $25  $17 per 50 amps 

Addition or alteration of electrical branch circuits, 
electrical fixtures or outlets in existing buildings, 
although no addition or alteration fee is assessed 
when service upgrade is involved 

$25, plus $5 for each 
addl $500 of value over 
$2000 

 

Electric motor installation or replacement     

 Up to ¾ HP    $11 

 ¾ to 10 HP    $28 

 11‐25 HP    $39 

 26‐50 HP    $66 

 51‐75 HP    $94 

 76‐100 HP    $120 

 Over 100 HP    $120 plus $1 per HP 
over 100 

Generator     

 Up to 10,000 watt    $110 

 Over 10,000 watt    $165 

Fire/burglar alarm system, swimming pool system, 
signs and site lighting 

  $30 up to $1000 in value
$9 each addl $1000 in 
value 

Temporary electrical service  $25  $39 

     

Mechanical permit     

Installation, repair, replacement or alteration of 
systems or equipment, or freestanding fireplace, 
solid fuel stove, elevator, dumbwaiter, moving 
stairs or walk, manlift, hoisting or conveying 
equipment, amusement device or other 

  Chimney, fireplace, 
wood and coal burning 
stove, solid fuel burning 
heater: $30 for first 
$1000 in value, $9 for 
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mechanical installations  each addl $1000 in value
 
Elevator, dumbwaiter, 
moving stairway, 
conveying equipment: 
$28 plus$9 per $1000 in 
value 

 New service, 1 and 2 family, per unit  $50  $39 up to $1000 in value
$10 each addl $1000 in 
value 

Alterations, repairs, additions, 1 and 2 family, per 
unit 

$25, plus $5 for each 
addl $500 of value over 
$2000 

$39 up to $1000 in value
$10 each addl $1000 in 
value 

New service and additions, all other uses    $88 first $1000 in value 
$10 each addl $1000 in 
value 

 Up to 1000 sq ft  $25   

 1001‐3000 sq ft  $50   

 Greater than 3000 sq ft  $50   

 Each addl 500 sq ft over 3000 sq ft  $10   

Alterations and repairs, commercial and industrial  $25   

 Each addl $500 in value over $2000  $5   

LPG tanks and piping (total water capacity in 
gallons) 

   

 Up to 500 gallons  $25  $55 

 501‐2000 gallons  $30  $66 

 Over 2000 gallons  $40  $88 

Tanks and piping for flammable and combustible 
liquids (capacity in gallons per tank) 

   

 Up to 10,000 gallons  $25  $66 

 10001‐20000 gallons  $30  $77 

 20001‐50000 gallons  $40  $88 

 Over 50000 gallons  $50  $99 

Removal and abatement of UST     

 Minimum  $25  $110 removal 
$28 temporary closure 

 Multiple tanks, per tank  $15  $110 first tank 
$28 each addl tank 

Commercial cooking hood, each  $25  $88 up to $1000 in value
$10 each addl $1000 in 
value 

Commercial cooking hood fire suppression, each  $25  $28 up to $1000 in value
$9 each addl $1000 in 
value 

     

Sign permit     

9-23



Base fee, plus below based on sign area  $35  $35 

 Sign area up to 50 sq ft  $10  $22 up to 24 sq ft 
$23 up to 49 sq ft 

 51‐100 sq ft  $20  $25 up to 74 sq ft 
$27 up to 99 sq ft 

 101‐300 sq ft  $30  $40 up to 299 sq ft 

 Over 300 sq ft  $40  $65 

     

Certificate of Occupancy, new construction    $22  

 Temporary, other than 1 and 2 family  $100   

 Final, other than 1 and 2 family  $100   

 Final, if temporary issued previously  $50   

Certificate of Occupancy, existing building     

 Other than 1 and 2 family  $100  $27.50 

     

Phased approval, i.e, foundation permit  1% of construction 
value based on fair 
market value of labor 
and materials per 
phase 

$0.10/sq ft for 
foundation permits, 
structure not under roof 

     

Erosion and Sediment Control, 1 family, 
“Agreement in Lieu of a Plan” 

$50   

     

Annual operating permits     

 For elevators, dumbwaiters, moving 
stairways, escalators, automatic fire 
protection systems, backflow preventers 

$40 (no additional 
administration fee 
required) 

$55 for elevators 

 Amusement rides and devices     

 Each ride  $30   

 Operation inspection – entire facility, City 
employee 

$75   

 Operation inspection – entire facility, third 
party inspector 

$75   

     

Amusement device, not year‐round, i.e. County 
fair 

   

 Kiddie ride, per ride  $25  $28 

 Major ride, per ride  $35  $39 

 Spectacular ride, per ride  $55  $61 

 Coaster over 30’ in height, per ride  $150   

     

Zoning permit except new single family    $28 
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Typical new construction 
Single family residence 
1,330 square feet heated 
336 square feet garage 
3 bedrooms, 2 full baths 
Value including all trades, $73,050.00 
 
Fee Southampton County Franklin, including $25 

per permit administration 
fee 

Plan review $ 56.10 $ 25 
Building permit, $60,000 value (not including 
trades) 

$231.91 $185 

Plumbing permit, 12 fixtures, $5,000 value $163.20 $ 75 
Water and Sewer Service Lateral  $75 
Electrical permit, 200 amp service, $3,250 value $123.42 $ 75 
HVAC permit, 2 ton heat pump, $4,800 value $ 80.58 $ 75 
E&S in lieu of agreement NA $ 50 
Zoning Certificate NA $ 25 
Final Certificate of Occupancy  $100.00 
Total $655.21 $660.00 
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