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MOTION REQUIRED: A motion is required to authorize payment of Mr. 
Bunn’s claim. 

 

12. PRESENTATION OF CLAIM FOR DAMAGE TO LIVESTOCK 
 

Section 3.2-6553 of the Code of Virginia provides that any person who has any livestock 
killed or injured by any dog not his own is entitled to receive as compensation the fair 
market value of such livestock, subject to the 3 conditions highlighted below: 

 
§ 3.2-6553. Compensation for livestock and poultry killed by dogs. ─ Any person 

who has any livestock or poultry killed or injured by any dog not his own shall be entitled 
to receive as compensation the fair market value of such livestock or poultry not to 
exceed $400 per animal or $10 per fowl if: (i) the claimant has furnished evidence within 
60 days of discovery of the quantity and value of the dead or injured livestock and the 
reasons the claimant believes that death or injury was caused by a dog; (ii) the animal 
control officer or other officer shall have been notified of the incident within 72 hours of its 
discovery; and (iii) the claimant first has exhausted his legal remedies against the owner, 
if known, of the dog doing the damage for which compensation under this section is 
sought. Exhaustion shall mean a judgment against the owner of the dog upon which an 
execution has been returned unsatisfied.  

 
Local jurisdictions may by ordinance waive the requirements of (ii) or (iii) or both 

provided that the ordinance adopted requires that the animal control officer has 
conducted an investigation and that his investigation supports the claim. Upon payment 
under this section the local governing body shall be subrogated to the extent of 
compensation paid to the right of action to the owner of the livestock or poultry against 
the owner of the dog and may enforce the same in an appropriate action at law.  
 

The Code further defines “livestock” as follows: 
 
"Livestock" includes all domestic or domesticated: bovine animals; equine animals; 

ovine animals; porcine animals; cervidae animals; capradae animals; animals of the 
genus Lama; ratites; fish or shellfish in aquaculture facilities, as defined in § 3.2-2600; 
enclosed domesticated rabbits or hares raised for human food or fiber; or any other 
individual animal specifically raised for food or fiber, except companion animals.  

   
Attached for your reference, please find a copy of a claim filed by Braxton Bunn of 
Newsoms, certifying that seven (7) of his rabbits, valued at $15.00 each, were killed by 
dogs on November 13 - he does not know the owner of the dog(s).  The matter was 
investigated by the County’s Animal Control Officer within the required 72 hours, finding 
physical evidence that the rabbits were killed by dogs. 
 
Mr. Bunn is seeking total compensation in the amount of $105.00 for his loss.    
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