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           At a regular meeting of the Southampton County Board of Supervisors held in the Board 
Room of the Southampton County Office Center, 26022 Administration Center Drive, Courtland, 
Virginia on December 19, 2011 at 8:30 AM.       

 
SUPERVISORS PRESENT 

Dallas O. Jones, Chairman  (Drewryville) 
Walter L. Young, Jr., Vice-Chairman  (Franklin) 

Walter D. Brown, III (Newsoms) 
Carl J. Faison (Boykins-Branchville) 

Anita T. Felts  (Jerusalem) 
Ronald M. West  (Berlin-Ivor) 

Moses Wyche  (Capron) 
 

SUPERVISORS ABSENT 
None 

 
OTHERS PRESENT 

Michael W. Johnson, County Administrator (Clerk) 
Jon Mendenhall, Assistant County Administrator 
Julien W. Johnson, Jr. Public Utilities Director 

Lynette C. Lowe, Finance Director 
Beth Lewis, Director of Community Development 

Sandi Plyler, Information Technology Manager   
Cynthia J. Edwards, Administrative Secretary 

 
OTHERS ABSENT 

None     
 

Chairman Jones called the meeting to order.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Faison 
gave the invocation. 
 
Chairman Jones stated that this meeting would be a little different as today was the last day for the 
majority of the Board 
 
Chairman Jones sought approval of the minutes for the Regular Session of November 28, 2011. 
 
Supervisor Brown stated the following corrections:  Page 554 – second paragraph from bottom of 
page should read Statesville Road instead of Sandy Ridge Road.  Page 563 – third paragraph from 
bottom or page should read indigenous, Native American People; fourth line from bottom should 
read great mission and vision for economic development. 
 
The minutes were approved with these corrections. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that Supervisor Wythe would be a little late today as he was on his 
honeymoon. 
 
Chairman Jones stated the next item on the agenda was highway matters. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that he didn’t have any items.  He asked if anyone had concerns for 
him to communicate with the VDOT staff. 
 
Supervisor Young stated he had the same issue being the ditches need to be cleaned out. 
 
Supervisor Brown stated that they had started cleaning out the ditches on Highway 671. 
 
Supervisor Faison stated that he would like to thank VDOT for their quick response to an issue on 
Garris Mill Road and the tree that fell on Cross Keys Road.  He would also like to that the 
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Sheriff’s Department as they also responded promptly to these issues. 
 
Supervisor West questioned the railroad bridge on 635, and what Norfolk Southern was doing to 
resolve the situation. 
 
Supervisor Felts thanked VDOT for handling all the complaints during the past eight years.  She 
thanked Mr. Kee for getting the fire department signs up on Johnson’s Mill road in Sedley. 
 
Supervisor Brown questioned the fact that the trees in the county that had been marked for cutting 
still hadn’t been cut. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that they would be cut; but there was no time line for getting them cut. 
 
Chairman Jones stated the next item was number three being reports.  The reports are Financial 
Report, Sheriff’s Office Report, Communication Center Activities, EMS and Fire Department 
Activities, Traffic Tickets, Civil Papers, Animal Control, Litter Control, Building Permits.  Also 
New Housing Starts, Treasurer’s Office Report. 
 
Treasurer, David Britt, gave a brief report.  He stated that as of December 15, 2011 87.62% of the 
taxes was collected.  As of December 15, 2010 87.1% was collected.  As of December 15, 2009 
87.9% was collected.  As of December 2010 there was one million outstanding.  Of that amount 
$628,000 has been collected since last May. 
 
Chairman Jones stated the next report was Solid Waste Quantities. 
 
Supervisor Brown stated that the dumpster sites had saved 3.5 million dollars for taxpayers and the 
savings was steadily going up. 
 
Chairman Jones stated the next report was Personnel. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that Jonathan Whitley had resigned effective December 6, 2011.  Mr. 
Bruce W. Turner through the compensation board adjustment had a salary of $30,863.00 effective 
December 1, 2011. 
 
Chairman Jones called for item number 4 being financial matters. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that attached in the agenda please find the semiannual appropriation 
resolution for the second half of FY 2012, with total appropriations of $25,201,016.  A motion is 
required to adopt the semiannual appropriation resolution.   
 
Supervisor Young made a motion to adopt the semiannual appropriation resolution. 
 
Supervisor Brown seconded the motion with it be carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated attached in your agenda please find spreadsheets itemizing the 
accounts payable for Southampton County.  This list has been pre-audited by county staff to 
determine the legality of each expenditure.  Specifically, we have checked to assure that funds 
have been appropriated and are available to cover the expenditure.  Each claim has been checked 
to assure that the obligation has been incurred or that the goods and/or services have been 
received.  A motion is required to authorize payment of the monthly bills. 
 
Supervisor Young moved, seconded by Supervisor Felts, that the bills in the amount of 
$1,489,154.57  be paid with check numbers 123704 through 124059.   All were in favor. 
 
Chairman Jones stated that the next item of business was appointments. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that 58.1-3370, et seq. Code of Virginia, requires the Circuit Court of 
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Southampton County to appoint a Board of Equalization, composed of not less than three nor more 
than five county residents, to hear and give consideration to assessment complaints and to adjust or 
equalize assessments so that the burden of taxation rests equally on county citizens.  By statute, 
thirty percent (30%) of the members of the board shall be commercial or residential real estate 
appraisers, other real estate professionals, builders, developers, or legal or financial professionals.  
Members of the current Board of Assessors are not eligible for appointment to the Board of 
Equalization. 
 
The compensation is the same as that for the Board of Assessors ($60 per diem).  The ordinance 
adopted last month provides that the Board of Equalization shall complete its work by March 30, 
2012.  Accordingly, it is necessary to have the members recommended for appointment at 
Monday’s meeting if at all possible.  Since the Board is limited by statute to 5 members, you’ve 
typically recommended 2 alternate members so that each District is represented. 
 
A motion is required to adopt the attached resolution, seeking appointment of the Board of 
Equalization by the Circuit Court. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman Jones asked for the Board to give the names of the people they supported for the Board 
of Equalization. 
 
Supervisor Young named Mrs. Candace H. Saunders. 
Supervisor Faison named Mr. Richard C. Grizzard. 
Supervisor Felts named Mr. James H. Lee, IV. 
Supervisor Brown stated that the person he had in mind wasn’t interested in serving. 
Chairman Jones named Mr. Allard A. Allston, III who is an attorney.   
Supervisor West named Mr. William L. Randall. 
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There were no names given for the Capron and Newsoms districts.   
 
Supervisor Young made a motion to adopt these names to give to the Circuit Court for 
appointment for the Board of Equalization. 
 
Supervisor Felts seconded the motion with it carrying unanimously. 
 
Chairman Jones called for item number 6 which was resolutions of appreciation. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that we have five resolutions of appreciation – one for Mrs. Leona 
Davis who is retiring effective December 31 and one each for Supervisor(s) Young, Felts, Wyche 
and Brown.   
 
Chairman Jones presented a framed copy of the resolution to each of these as Mr. Michael Johnson 
read the resolutions of appreciation.  
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Mrs. Anita Felts was also presented a resolution of appreciation from the Hampton Roads 
Planning District where she served from 2004 to 2011.   
 
Chairman Jones thanked Mrs. Anita Felts for serving on the Hampton Roads Planning District. 
 
Mrs. Anita Felts stated that a wise man once told her when she started serving on the Board of 
Supervisors she was representing the county 24/7. 
 
Chairman Jones stated that he would be retiring from the Planning Commission.   
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Chairman Jones stated that item number seven was FY 2011 Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report.   
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that under separate cover with your agenda; please find a copy of the 
FY 2011 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report prepared by Creedle, Jones, and Alga, P.C., 
Certified Public Accountants.  Mrs. Robin Jones, CPA, will present their report. 
 
The schedule of findings and questioned costs appears on page 72 of the report-please note that the 
report includes an unqualified (clean) opinion with no significant deficiencies, no instances of 
noncompliance and no findings. 
 
Please keep in mind that the audit is only a snapshot of the County’s financial position on June 30, 
2011 – there have been a number of significant changes since that time which are not reflected in 
the audit. 
 
Major items to note for FY 2011: 
 

 In the general fund, overall, we collected $1,066,755, or 4.1%, more revenue than budgeted 
– (pages 49-51).  Chiefly responsible for the positive variance were general property taxes 
(+3% above budget), other local taxes (+13.5% above budget), and shared revenue from 
the City of Franklin for the industrial corridor (+41.3% above budget).  These additional 
revenues were partially offset by continued shortfalls in state categorical aid (3.2% below 
budget). 
 

 Actual spending was $2,243,061 or 8% less than budgeted (pages 51-52).  Chiefly 
responsible for the expenditure savings (savings of at least $25,000) were the County 
Administrator’s Office, Board of Assessors, Sheriff’s Office, Probation, Refuse Disposal, 
Southampton County School Board, Planning and Community Development and 
Cooperative Extension; 
 

 The school board underspent its local budget by 12.3% - $1,624,781 (page 52 – please note 
that the School Board will be requesting these funds for use in FY 2012 in January); 
 

 Notwithstanding the fact that your FY 2011 budget included up to $867,861 from the 
General Fund Reserve and the Board re-appropriated an additional $2,468,315 back to the 
School Board in November 2010, the end of year general fund balance only decreased by 
$205,889, or 3.2%, and remains generally healthy at $6,202,179 (page 14).  The 
unappropriated fund balance is now equivalent to roughly 11.9% of your total budget of 
$52,143,961 and almost 24% of your General Fund budget;  
 

 Your FY 2012 budget provides for up to $1,400,777 to come from the unappropriated 
general fund reserve, if necessary, to balance. 
 

Mrs. Robin Jones of Creedle, Jones, and Alga, P.C presented her report to the Board.  She stated 
that when they do an audit they basically give three opinions.  The first one being that the audit 
was conducted and met the basic audit requirements.  The second item being that it met the 
government audit laws and regulations.  The third item was a single audit which met the federal 
audit requirements with no internal control problems.  She stated the county had a good cash 
balance.  She stated that the government had changed some of the requirements regarding 
restricted funds and that the county met the new standards.  The county has a balance of 6.2 
million dollars.  She thought the county had done well in these hard economic times. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone had any questions. 
 
Supervisor Brown asked if he understood correctly that the bottom line is the county is financially 
stable. 
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Mrs. Robin Jones said yes. 
 
Chairman Jones stated the next agenda item was four public hearings. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that the first public hearing was the comprehensive plan amendment - 
Mitchell and Tammy Gray.  He stated this public hearing is held pursuant to 15.2-2204, Code of 
Virginia, 1950, as amended to receive public comment on a request by Mitchell and Tammy Gray, 
owners, for a Comprehensive Plan Amendment from Single Family Residential to Industrial in the 
Courtland Planning Area.  The property is located on Sunlight Drive (SR 944) and Hancock Drive, 
a local roadway that parallels Southampton Parkway east of its intersection with Meherrin Road 
(Rt. 35).  The property is known as a portion of 74-25, and totals approximately 6.12 acres of a 
49.7 acre tract.  The property is in the Capron Voting District and the Newsoms Magisterial 
District. 
 
The notice of this public hearing was published in the Tidewater News on December 4 and 
December 11, 2011 and all adjacent property owners were notified in writing by first class mail as 
required by law.  Following its public hearing on November 10, 2011, the Southampton County 
Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the request. 
 
After conclusion of this public hearing, the Board of Supervisors will consider the comments 
offered this morning and may act upon the matter or defer action until such time as it deems 
appropriate. 
 
Mrs. Beth Lewis, our Director of Community Development and Secretary to the Planning 
Commission will provide introductory remarks after which all interested parties are invited to 
come forward and express their views. 
 
A motion is required to accept the Planning Commission recommendation and approve the zoning 
change. 
 
Mrs. Beth Lewis stated that we have the opportunity to provide the growth of two local businesses.  
The property is located near the Hancock peanut facility.  It is accessed by Sunlight Drive in an 
industrial area.  Chemical Leaman is located right on the corner of Sunlight Drive and Meherrin 
Road.  There are also houses along Sunlight Drive.  Notices were mailed out to the adjoining 
property owners.  She stated that she has not received any calls with concerns.  The Planning 
Commission unanimously recommended that the Board of Supervisors approve the rezoning of 
this property. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone on the Board had any questions or comments.   
 
Chairman Jones then opened the public hearing. 
 
Mr. Mitchell Gray of Shady Brook Trail spoke.  He stated they wanted to get the rezoning done so 
they could grow.  He stated he had met with the residents of Sunlight Drive and none of them had 
any problems with his business going there.  They are looking to expand their business where they 
can have a shop to work so they don’t have to lay on the ground to work on the equipment.  
 
Supervisor West stated that he certainly approved of amending the comprehensive plan.  He stated 
that he was glad to have them in the county. 
 
Supervisor Brown stated that he was glad to see a local home grown business expanding. 
 
Supervisor Wyche stated he was in favor of rezoning. 
 
Chairman Jones closed the public hearing as no one else wished to speak for or against the 
rezoning.   
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Supervisor Wyche made a motion to accept the Planning Commission recommendation and amend 
the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Supervisor Brown seconded the motion with it being carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that the next public hearing was rezoning request – Mitchell and 
Tammy Gray.  He stated that this public hearing is held pursuant to 15.2-2204, Code of Virginia, 
1950, as amended to receive public comment on a request by Mitchell and Tammy Gray, owners, 
for a change in zoning designation from A-2, Agricultural District, to CM-1, Conditional Limited 
Industrial District.  The property is located on Sunlight Drive (SR 944) and Hancock Drive, a local 
roadway that parallels Southampton Parkway east of its intersection with Meherrin Road (Rt. 35).  
The property is known as a portion of 74-25, and totals approximately 6.12 acres of a 49.7 acre 
tract.  The property is in the Capron Voting District and the Newsoms Magisterial District. 
 
The notice of this public hearing was published in the Tidewater News on December 4 and 
December 11, 2011 and all adjacent property owners were notified in writing by first class mail as 
required by law.  Following its public hearing on November 10, 2011, the Southampton County 
Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the request. 
 
After conclusion of this public hearing, the Board of Supervisors will consider the comments 
offered this morning and may act upon the matter or defer action until such time as it deems 
appropriate. 
 
Mrs. Beth Lewis, our Director of Community Development and Secretary to the Planning 
Commission will provide introductory remarks after which all interested parties are invited to 
come forward and express their views. 
 
A motion is required to accept the Planning Commission recommendation and approve the zoning 
change. 
 
Mrs. Beth Lewis stated that the Grays have agreed not to use the property for the following six 
businesses:  circus or carnival grounds, exposition center or fairgrounds, race track or course, 
railroad switching yard, rifle or pistol range, sports arena or stadium.  Their main use will be for 
#16 contractor storage use.  There was some concern about the visual conditions from Highway 
58, but there is a 110 foot of trees and undergrowth buffer.  A visual screen (fence) is required.  
Mr. Scott on Johnson’s Mill Road was required to put up a visual screen and the Grays have stated 
they will be putting up a fence. 
 
Chairman Jones opened the public hearing. 
 
Mr. Mitchell Gray spoke.  He stated that they plan to keep their equipment and premises as 
manicured as possible.  They have already planned to do some landscaping which will be like “eye 
candy” so to speak to make it look pleasing.  
 
Chairman Jones closed the public hearing as there was no one else wishing to speak. 
 
Supervisor Wyche made a motion to accept the Planning Commission recommendation and 
approve the zoning change. 
 
Supervisor Brown seconded the motion with it carrying unanimously. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated item C was the next public hearing – conditional use permit – Sebrell 
Farm, LLC.  Mr. Michael Johnson stated this public hearing is held pursuant to 15.2-2204, Code 
of Virginia, 1950, as amended to receive public comment on a request by Sebrell Farm LLC, 
owner, for a Conditional Use Permit to extend an existing borrow pit/sand mine on property zoned 
A-1, Agricultural, and to amend conditions that were approved in 2002.  The property is located at 
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12390 Whitehead Road (Rt. 730), and is known as Tax Parcels 109-4, 109-5C, 109-5A, and 110-
9A.  The property totals approximately 652.012 acres, and is in the Boykins Voting and 
Magisterial Districts. 
 
The notice of this public hearing was published in the Tidewater News on December 4 and 
December 11, 2011 and all adjacent property owners were notified in writing by first class mail as 
required by law.  Following its public hearing on December 8, 2011, the Southampton County 
Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the request. 
 
After conclusion of this public hearing, the Board of Supervisors will consider the comments 
offered this morning and may act upon the matter or defer action until such time as it deems 
appropriate. 
 
Mrs. Beth Lewis, our Director of Community Development and Secretary to the Planning 
Commission will provide introductory remarks after which all interested parties are invited to 
come forward and express their views. 
 
A motion is required to accept the Planning Commission recommendation and approve the 
conditional use permit and amended conditions. 
 
Mrs. Beth Lewis gave the opening statements.  She stated that on May 28, 2002 Sebrell Farm LLC 
was granted a Conditional Use Permit for 300 acres of TP 109-4.  They are seeking to add 70 acres 
and amend some of the conditions.  They originally compromised to restore the land to its original 
condition.  They are now asking to turn it into a lake instead of restoring it to original condition.  
Refilling the land is not a logical thing to do.  There will be no permanent structures.  They want to 
use modular structures for office space, lunchroom, and weighing facilities.  They will need to 
move these from place to place as they mine different areas on the property over 15 to 20 years.  
They originally had a 100 foot setback and want to go to a 50 foot setback.  The rest of the area is 
swampy and there is no way to get close to that area any way.  The applicants are here if you have 
any questions. 
 
Chairman Jones opened the public hearing. 
 
Supervisor Brown stated that there is a Native American site there and he wanted to know if they 
had the ASV testing done to see if there were any artifacts or skeletal remains there. 
 
Mr. Peter Schmidt stated they had the regulatory bodies look at the wetlands, but they were not 
aware that they should have anything else done as far as artifacts.   
 
Supervisor Brown stated that there were two acres there with a village that was called “Old 
Nottoway Town”.    He asked if they had done any mining there. 
 
Mr. Peter Schmidt stated they had not mined any of the property.  They had only dug test holes to 
fine reserves. 
 
Supervisor Brown asked if they had found any artifacts when doing the test digs. 
 
Mr. Peter Schmidt stated that Mr. Cliff Bocchicchio who would be mining the sites was with him 
and he would probably be able to better answer Supervisor Brown’s questions. 
 
Mr. Cliff Bocchicchio asked if he could address the Board. 
 
Chairman Jones granted Mr. Cliff Bocchicchio time to speak. 
 
Mr. Cliff Bocchicchio stated that he wasn’t aware of any artifacts on site.  He was not sure of the 
process to check for artifacts.  There are only 240 – 250 acres that are minable.  He stated there is 
no sand on the front of the site.  They will check with necessary organizations before mining.  
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They want to make sure it is feasible to mine as the price of sand in not that great. 
 
Supervisor Brown stated there was a village there in 1728, which was 300 x 300 which means 
around two acres.  They need to get the ASV involved to check it out.  He asked if they find a 
Native American burial ground would they cease operation until it was checked out.  
 
Mr. Cliff Bocchicchio stated he has no problem investigating the possibility of there being Native 
American artifacts on the site.  He stated they had never run into this situation before. 
 
Supervisor Brown stated that Mr. Cliff Bocchicchio may want to check with Mr. Mike Barber with 
the Department of Historical Resources because the need to protect any artifacts or skeletal 
remains that may be on the site. 
 
Mr. Peter Schmidt stated he was with Allied Concrete Products in Chesapeake, Virginia.  With 
him today is Cliff Bocchicchio with Titan Mid Atlantic Aggregates, LLC.  Mr. Bocchicchio’s 
company will be mining Sebrell Farm in the upcoming years and he is here to answer any 
questions you may have that relate specifically to the mining of the site. 
 
Today they stand before you to request four items: 
 
First, approval of a Conditional Use Permit to add three parcels of land not included in the original 
Use Permit approved by the Board of Supervisors on May 28, 2002.  The three parcels were 
inadvertently excluded from the Use Permit application at that time and total an additional 69.3 
acres to the 300 already approved.  The purpose for requesting this additional acreage is to 
maximize sand reserves available for mining to justify the economics of the project.  Approval of 
this request will increase sand reserves by approximately 25%. 
 
Second, and along the same line of maximizing reserves, we are asking that setback requirements 
be amended to allow a 50’ rather than a 100’ setback required in Condition 12 on parcels not 
contiguous to individual homes and as modified by the Planning Commission at its December 8th 
meeting.  As staff has pointed out in its report, proposed mining areas already have a forested 
buffer which separates them from the majority of adjoining properties. 
 
Third, we are requesting modification of Condition 11, so that when the project is concluded we 
will have a lake with suitable habitat development, including nesting islands, for migratory birds.  
We will reclaim the site in accordance with Virginia DMME regulations upon termination of 
mining activities.  Practically speaking, it would be impossible to fill the mining site back in and 
reconvert the property to agricultural use – there is simply no material to do this.  It would be cost 
prohibitive and doom the project.  This was an oversight on my part when we originally applied 
for a CUP. 
 
Fourth and finally, to comply with Condition 7 regarding sanitary facilities, we are asking for self-
contained modular units since we are in the flood plain and no sewer lines exist near the site.  
Additionally, these modular units will have to be moved around the site as different parts of the 
property are mined. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  I am grateful for the staff’s assistance in this application and 
would be happy to answer any questions you may have. 
 
Mr. Peter Schmidt stated that the process they went through with the Department of 
Environmental Quality was very involved.  
 
Supervisor West asked when they plan to start mining. 
 
Mr. Peter Schmidt said they plan to start mining in 2013.  In January 2013 they plan to start 
stripping the property. 
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Chairman Jones opened the public hearing.   
 
Mr. Ash Cutchin of Darden Mill Estates spoke.  He stated he is neither for nor against mining the 
property.  He just wanted to know if Supervisor Brown could identify which two acres the Native 
American village was on. 
 
Supervisor Brown stated he did not know which two acres the village was on.  That is why they 
need to bring in the Department of Historical Resources of Virginia to check for artifacts. 
 
Mr. Ash Cutchin asked if they would stop mining if they find something. 
 
Mr. Peter Schmidt stated yes they would. 
 
Mrs. Teresa Preston of the Berlin-Ivor District spoke.  She stated she is a member of the 
Archeological Society of Virginia.  There may be some prehistory that may not have been 
recovered on the site.  If there is no GPS report, you don’t know if the site has been formally 
checked. 
 
Mrs. Teresa Preston said there is a sand pit in Ivor that was being mined and one of the workers 
there found a monolithic ax.  In case anyone doesn’t know, that is an ax made out of carved stone.  
The ax was auctioned off among the workers and now it is completely out of the State of Virginia.  
Floods and working the land on farms sometimes covers up existing cultural artifacts.  At the 
courthouse site some nice artifacts were found when they sifted through the soil which would have 
been lost if the sifting wasn’t done. 
 
There being no one else wishing to speak, Chairman Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Supervisor Faison stated he thought they should approve the conditional use permit with the 
understanding that the property be checked first for artifacts. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if he wanted to make that a motion. 
 
Supervisor Faison made a motion to accept the Planning Commission recommendation and 
approve the conditional use permit and amended conditions along with the condition that proper 
inspection for artifacts be completed before mining. 
 
Supervisor Brown seconded the motion with it being carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Jones stated the last public hearing was request for tax exemption – Mahone’s Tavern 
and Museum. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated this public hearing is held pursuant to Section 58.1-3651 (B) of the 
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended to consider a proposed ordinance to exempt certain real 
property owned by Mahone’s Tavern and Museum, Inc. of Courtland, a 501 (c)  (3) non-profit 
organization, from local real estate taxation in accordance with the provisions of Article X, 6 (a) 
(6) of the Constitution of Virginia.  The affected real property is located at 22341 Main Street, 
identified as Tax Map # 60A (1) BK5 – 7, and used by the aforementioned organization for 
historical purposes related to its mission of educating the public about the history of the Tavern, 
the people who resided there and their contributions to local and Virginia history.  In 2011, the 
property was assessed by Southampton County at $102,000 and the associated real estate tax was 
$785.40. 
 
Before adopting any such ordinance the governing body shall consider the following questions: 
 
 
 

1.   Whether the organization is exempt from taxation pursuant to 501 ( C ) of the Internal 
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Revenue Code of 1954; 
 

2.   Whether a current annual alcoholic beverage license for serving alcoholic beverages has 
been issued by the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to such organization, for 
use on such property; 

 
3.   Whether any director, officer, or employee of the organization is paid compensation in 

excess of a reasonable allowance for salaries or other compensation for personal services 
which such director, officer, or employee actually renders;  

 
4.   Whether any part of the net earnings of such organization inures to the benefit of any 

individual, and whether any significant portion of the service provided by such 
organization is generated by funds received from donations, contributions, or local, state 
or federal grants.  As used in this subsection, donations shall include the providing of 
personal services or the contribution of in-kind or other material services; 

 
5.   Whether the organization provides services for the common good of the public;  

 
6.   Whether a substantial part of the activities of the organization involves carrying on 

propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation and whether the organization 
participates in, or intervenes in, any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for 
public office; 

 
7.   The revenue impact to the locality and its taxpayers of exempting the property; and  

 
8.   Any other criteria, facts and circumstances that the governing body deems pertinent to the 

adoption of such ordinance. 
 

The notice of public hearing was published in the Tidewater News on December 4, 2011 as 
required by law.  After conclusion of the public hearing, the Board of Supervisors will consider the 
comments offered this morning and will proceed to adopt, amend or defer action on the proposed 
ordinance. 
 
If the Board is so inclined, a motion is required to adopt the attached ordinance. 
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Mr. Warren Simmons addressed the members of the Southampton County Board of Supervisors 
and the ladies and gentlemen in the audience with the following statement. 
 
The Board of Directors of Mahone’s Tavern and Museum, Inc. requests your consideration in 
exempting our historic real estate, known as Mahone’s Tavern, located at 22341 Main Street 
Courtland, Virginia from Southampton County’s real estate taxes as provided for under Subsection 
6 (a) (6) of Article X of the Constitution of Virginia. 
 
Mahone’s Tavern and Museum, Inc. was formed in fall 2008 and purchased the property known as 
the Mahone’s Tavern in December the same year.  We are exempt from taxation pursuant to 501   
(C) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.  We are a nonpolitical organization and do not 
discriminate based on religious conviction, race, color, sex or national origin. 
 
Mahone’s Tavern does not have an alcoholic beverage license and does not allow alcohol to be 
served or consumed on the premises.  Our directors and volunteers serve without any paid 
compensation and no one received personal gain from any activities we sponsor.  We do solicit 
donations from the public, sponsor fund raising events, and seek grants from local and state 
foundations in order to maintain the tavern and conduct historic and educational programs for the 
public. 
 
The tavern was built in 1796 and has been an important part of our county’s history.  Many county 
residents and visitors doing business at the county seat of Southampton lodged and received meals 
in this establishment for over 100 years.  Undoubtedly many historic and everyday events were 
discussed and important decisions made within its walls.  The site is listed on both the Virginia 
Landmarks Register and the United States National Register of Historic Places. 
 
During the first three years of ownership of Mahone’s Tavern, we have focused our energy on 
raising funds necessary to pay down our mortgage.  Even though this has taken much of our time, 
we still have been able to participate in Heritage Day the past three years by having the tavern 
open to the public.  While visiting the tavern, families and individuals have been able not only see 
this historic building, but have also seen displays, artifacts, relics and historical documents relating 
to the history of Southampton County, while on the grounds craftsmen and living historians 
portraying men and women of 19th century Virginia have presented first person and hands on 
history lessons.  Although we are not open as yet on a regular schedule, we are open by 
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appointment and have had the opportunity to show many interested people this historic tavern and 
what we are doing to preserve and conserve an important part of our history. 
 
The loss of real estate taxes from Mahone’s Tavern will have an insufficient impact on 
Southampton County’s budget.  In the near future, Mahone’s Tavern will be open to the public on 
the same time schedule as Southampton County Historical Society’s Rochelle-Prince House, 
Heritage Museum and Village and the Rebecca Vaughan House.  These historical sites along with 
the new Southampton Insurrection Trail will give historic-minded families and individuals more 
than they can see in one day of sightseeing within the county.  Because of these numerous sites, 
those traveling into the area will have to use lodging, restaurants and buy fuel while visiting our 
area, creating much needed jobs and revenue for the county.  For the first time, Southampton 
County will be a destination for those wishing to discover more of Virginia’s history.   
  
We understand that there will be advertising costs associated with this request and we are willing 
to be responsible for all expenses associated with our request.  We thank you for your time and 
consideration in this matter. 
 
Supervisor West stated we should consider this for educational purposes. 
 
Supervisor Brown stated it is good to preserve our history.  He sees this as a good thing. He asked 
if they intend to incorporate some education in the preserving of Mahone’s Tavern. 
 
Mr. Warren Simmons, President of the Board of Directors, stated they plan to do three things: 
 
 1.  Educate people, 
 2.  Preserve the building and bring back to its 1840 – 1860 appearance. 
 3.  Bring in groups of school children, and other groups  
 
They would like to get the tax exempt status approved.  By not having to pay the taxes they could 
use the money to help restore the building.  A few people have visited, but they are not open right 
now.  They are working on the Rebecca Vaughan house also. 
 
Supervisor Brown asked if they plan to be open on a regular schedule. 
 
Mr. Warren Simmons said they want to set up a regular schedule.  They want to set it up with 
furniture first.  Then they want to have it open on the schedule with the other museums. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone else had any questions. 
 
Mr. Ash Cutchin of Darden Mill Estates spoke.    He stated that Boykin’s Tavern is an asset in Isle 
of Wight County.  He can see where the Mahone Tavern Museum would be beneficial to 
Southampton County.  He recommends the Board approve Mahone Tavern to be tax exempt. 
 
Mrs. Teresa Preston of 10457 New Road, Ivor, VA addressed the Board.  She is in favor of 
making Mahone’s Tavern tax exempt.  She said when you are trying to restore a building the last 
thing you need to deal with is a huge tax bill.  She stated that the Historical Society receives 
benefits by being tax exempt.  She said there are others who do not pay taxes such as the Masonic 
Lodges. 
 
Supervisor West stated that seven hundred dollars is not a horrendous bill.  He does see that every 
bit helps when you are trying to restore and preserve a building. 
 
There being no one else wishing to speak, Chairman Jones closed the public hearing. 
 
Supervisor Brown commended Mr. Warren Simmons on his support in restoring Mahone’s Tavern 
and trying to bring more revenue into the county. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



December 19, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Supervisor West made a motion to adopt the ordinance granting tax exemption for Mahone’s 
Tavern and Museum. 
 
Supervisor Brown seconded the motion with it being carried unanimously. 
 
Supervisor Felts stated that Mr. Warren Simmons’ group does a wonderful job.  They have done a 
lot of things to raise money for repairs to Mahone’s Tavern.  The $700.00 tax bill may not sound 
like a lot, but when you need the money for restoration it is a lot. 
 
Chairman Jones stated they were aware of this. 
 
Chairman Jones called for item number 9 which is a request to purchase service weapon from 
Vernie W. Francis, Jr. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that Sheriff Francis seeks your consideration in allowing him to 
purchase his department issued service handgun for $1 upon his retirement.  With 40 years of 
service in law enforcement, twenty-eight of which he served as Sheriff, his request is consistent 
with 59.1-148.3 of the Code of Virginia. 
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Chairman Jones said he had one question.  He asked Sheriff Francis if he passes a background 
check. 
 
Sheriff Francis stated he had. 
 
Supervisor Young made a motion that Sheriff Francis be allowed to purchase his department-
issued service handgun for $1 upon his retirement. 
 
Supervisor Faison seconded the motion with it being carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Jones stated item number ten was 2012 organizational matters. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that 15.2-1416, Code of Virginia, requires the Board of Supervisors to 
meet at a public place in January each year to organize itself by electing a Chairman and Vice-
Chairman and setting the days, times and places of regular meetings to be held during the ensuing 
months.  The annual holiday schedule for the coming year is typically adopted at the 
organizational meeting as well. 
 
Given the fact that we’ll have 4 new members, I’m recommending that the Board convene on the 
first working day of the New Year, Tuesday, January 3, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. to dispense with 
organizational matters.  I’ve made arrangements with Mr. Francis to attend this meeting to 
administer the oath of office to the collective Board prior to calling the meeting to order. 
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15.2-1416. Regular meetings. – The governing body shall assemble at a public place as the 
governing body may prescribe, in regular session in January for counties and in July for cities and 
towns.  Future meetings shall be held on such days as may be prescribed by resolution of the 
governing body but in no event shall less than six meetings be held in each fiscal year. 
       The days, times and places of regular meetings to be held during the ensuing months shall be 
established at the first meeting which meeting may be referred to as the annual or organizational 
meeting; however, if the governing body subsequently prescribes any public place other than the 
initial public meeting place, or any day or time other than that initially established, as a meeting 
day, place or time, the governing body shall pass a resolution as to such future meeting day, place 
or time.  The governing body shall cause a copy of such resolution to be posted on the door of the 
courthouse or the initial public meeting place and inserted in a newspaper having general 
circulation in the county or municipality at least seven days prior to the first such meeting at such 
other day, place or time.  Should the day established by the governing body as the regular meeting 
day fall on any legal holiday, the meeting shall be held on the next following regular business day, 
without action of any kind by the governing body. 
       At its annual meeting the governing body may fix the day or days to which a regular meeting 
shall be continued if the chairman or mayor, or vice chairman or vice mayor if the chairman or 
mayor is unable to act, finds and declares that weather or other conditions are such that it is 
hazardous for members to attend the regular meeting.  Such finding shall be communicated to the 
press as promptly as possible.  All hearings and other matters previously advertised shall be 
conducted at the continued meeting and no further advertisement is required. 
       Regular meetings, without further public notice, may be adjourned from day to day or from 
time to time or from place to place, not beyond the time fixed for the next regular meeting, until 
the business before the governing body is completed. 
 
A motion is required to establish Tuesday, January 3, 2012 as the date for the 2012 Annual 
(organizational) Meeting. 
 
Supervisor Brown made a motion to establish Tuesday, January 3, 2012 as the date for the 2012 
Annual (organizational) Meeting. 
 
Supervisor Felts seconded the motion with it being carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Jones called for item number eleven which was consideration of performance agreement 
with Enviva Biomass.  
  
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that subject to discussion in closed session on Monday (pursuant to 
Section 2.2-3711 (A) (29) of the Code of Virginia) regarding the proposed details of the 
Agreement with Enviva, the final terms must be made public and approved in open session.  At 
this writing, we’re coordinating the language with company officials and do not anticipate any 
significant issues. 
 
Upon returning to open session following your closed meeting, a motion will be required to 
approve the Agreement with Enviva. 
 
Chairman Jones called for a five minute break before starting closed session. 
 
Upon returning to open session, Vice-Chairman West moved, seconded by Chairman Jones, 
to adopt the following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION OF CLOSED MEETING 

 
WHEREAS, the Southampton County Board of Supervisors had convened a closed 
meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with 
the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
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WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 (D) of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by 
the Board that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Southampton County Board of 
Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only 
public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by 
Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification 
resolution applies, and (ii) only such public matters as were identified in the motion 
convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed and considered by the 
Southampton County Board of Supervisors. 
 
 
  Supervisors Voting Aye: Dallas O. Jones 
      Walter L. Young, Jr.   
      Walter D. Brown, III 
      Carl J. Faison 
                                                                  Anita T. Felts 
      Ronald M. West 
      Moses Wyche 
 
The motion passed unanimously.   

 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson read the agreement with Enviva stating that they would be coming to the 
Turner Tract.  
 
Chairman Jones thanked Mr. Glenn Gray of Enviva and welcomed Enviva to Southampton 
County.   
 
Mr. Glenn Updike asked why Enviva didn’t plan to come to the Turner Tract.  He wanted to know 
why different businesses had looked at the Turner Tract and then decided not to come to the 
Turner Tract. 
 
Supervisor West stated that the truth is not many have looked at the Turner Tract and announced 
their projects yet. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that he didn’t know that they had many that had looked at the Turner 
Tract. 
 
Chairman Jones stated that one thing that had been brought to his attention a few minutes ago.  Mr. 
Young asked who succeeded Mr. Wyche on the Board and it was Mr. Reggie Gilliam.  He was 
thinking that they ought to place a plaque in the Board Room giving the names of those who had 
served since the meeting starting being held in the new Board Room and go forward.  He didn’t 
think they needed to go back to when the meetings were being held in the old Courthouse thirty or 
forty years ago.  He asked if anyone had any thought on this. 
 
Supervisor West asked Chairman Jones if he wanted to be like Mayor Holland in Portsmouth – 
wanting your picture to be here, there, and everywhere.   
 
Supervisor Young stated that he was trying to remember who he had met on this Board and for the 
life of him he couldn’t remember Mr. Reggie Gilliam   
 
Chairman Jones stated they should have something if it was only a plaque.   
 
Supervisor Brown stated he thought they should have a picture of at least the Chairmen who had 
served. 
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Chairman Jones stated he had been to Greenville and Sussex and they had plaques showing the 
names of those who had served.  There were also some in Isle of Wight.  Chairman Jones stated 
that would be a way to preserve our county history.  Chairman Jones asked Mr. Michael Johnson if 
he could get a quote on something like that. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated sure. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if this was too much to ask.  He commented that they had plaques over in 
the courthouse. 
 
Supervisor West stated that the schools have plaques with the school board members listed. 
 
Chairman Jones stated that in the vestibule you have the Supervisor who even built that particular 
building.  He thought it would be right to even put who built this building up on the wall.  He 
stated he was like Mr. Holland he wanted his picture to be out there everywhere. 
 
Supervisor Felts stated they were talking history and this would be preserving history.   
 
Mr. Richard Railey stated you could be like Joe Paterno and have a statue out there too. 
 
Supervisor Felts stated that was going a little too far. 
 
Chairman Jones stated that if Mr. Richard Railey was going to pay for it he would be glad for him 
to put a statue up there. 
 
Supervisor Brown asked Chairman Jones if he needed to get a motion. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said at this point all he heard was get a quote so he said he didn’t think he 
needed a motion just to get a quote. 
 
Chairman Jones said unless you all want to do it. 
 
Supervisor Brown stated he was in favor of getting a plaque. 
 
Supervisor Young stated he was in favor of it also. 
 
Chairman Jones asked Supervisor Faison what he thought. 
 
Supervisor Faison stated that it was fine. 
 
Supervisor West asked what Chairman Jones was asking for specifically, just a plaque with names 
of people that have served, or specifically a name and served chair. 
 
Chairman Jones stated yes who was on the Board at this particular time and who was on previous 
Boards.  He stated he would like the names of the full Board. 
 
Supervisor Brown stated he would like to see a picture of the chairmen of the Boards. 
 
Chairman Jones stated he didn’t have to see a picture. 
 
Supervisor Young stated yes he did need to have a picture up there. 
 
Chairman Jones stated he didn’t want to be like Bin Laden. 
 
Chairman Jones asked what they wanted to do about this. 
 
Supervisor Young said you don’t need a motion to get a bid. 
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Mr. Michael Johnson stated that if you just want to get a quote that they didn’t need a motion just 
to get a quote; but if they were authorizing us to proceed with it he needed a motion. 
 
Supervisor Brown asked if the quote was going to be for a picture of the chairmen also. 
 
Chairman Jones stated he didn’t want a picture. 
 
Supervisor Brown said Chairman Jones could get his picture up there. 
 
Chairman Jones said he wasn’t speaking about him as such he was thinking about the people who 
had served since this building was built. 
 
Supervisor Faison made a motion that they go ahead and get the plaques listing the past Board of 
Supervisors Members who had served since this building had been built. 
 
Supervisor Wyche seconded the motion. 
 
Supervisor West stated he didn’t see any point in it really, but he would go with the majority. 
 
The motion passed. 
 
Supervisor Young asked if Taylor Towers was on it. 
 
Chairman Jones states yes Taylor Towers. 
 
Supervisor Brown asked how many Chairmen had they had since this building was erected. 
 
Supervisor Faison stated three. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated three; two were deceased. 
 
Chairman Jones stated that two were deceased and he was on the way out. 
 
Supervisor Brown stated that those individuals that were deceased are a part of the history of this 
county.  When you go to other places you see that.  People walk in here and haven’t been in 
Southampton County they don’t have an inkling as to what’s going on in this county, about the 
history of this county, or anything.  If we have pictures in here it gives them a face to go with the 
name of the chairman.  It’s all about our history and culture and heritage. 
 
Supervisor Wyche stated it’s all about the seasons and the reasons. 
 
Chairman Jones stated the next item of business was number twelve consideration of bids to 
demolish Ivor Elementary School.   
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated as you may recall, Ivor Elementary School was vacated by the School 
Board upon the opening of Nottoway Elementary and conveyed to the Board of Supervisors in 
December 2002.  The facility was secured and mothballed at the time, but over the course of the 
past 9 years, the structures and remaining equipment have succumbed to the elements (and 
vandalism) to a point that they are more of a liability than assets.  Simply put, they’re blight. 
Notwithstanding concerted community interest in some type of adaptive repurposing of the 
building, no one has been able to identify a sustainable source of funding to rehabilitate and 
maintain the building. 
 
At Supervisor West’s request, we obtained competitive bids to demolish the building and stabilize 
the site.  The bids ranged from $24,750 to $54,480 with the low bid submitted by Gray & Sons 
Construction.  These bids did not include removal of the underground storage tank or any asbestos 
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containing materials, if encountered.  We were unable to locate the asbestos survey that the School 
Board had done while the campus was still being utilized. 
 
The building sits on 8.02 acres and the land is assessed at $64,200.  The Town of Ivor has public 
water nearby and our Comprehensive Plan designates it as single family residential.  It is currently 
zoned Residential R-1. 
 
Subject to your discussion, if you decide to proceed with the demolition, you may wish to further 
consider abandonment or removal of the underground storage tank and the old sewage package 
plant, and subsequently auctioning the property to have it placed back on the tax roll. 
 
If the Board is so inclined, a motion is required to accept Gray & Sons bid and proceed with the 
demolition. 
 
Supervisor West stated that his initial response is the school sits there with the grass growing tall.  
Plywood has been put at the windows and doors, but it continues to fall off.  People want to 
purchase the building, but then they don’t have the funds to make the necessary repairs to be able 
to use the building. Several churches have wanted to purchase, but can’t afford to do repairs.  Bob 
Felts would like to have auctioned as is, but they would still have blight because it would continue 
to sit.  It is dangerous.  Kids go into it.  He feels it needs to be taken down and the property sold. 
 
Chairman Jones said the buildings are just blight.  He stated the old Drewryville School on 
Highway 58 had been sold three or four times and they can hardly afford to get the grass cut.  The 
building will sit there until it falls down.  They need to get rid of it right now before something 
happens. 
 
Supervisor Faison said he feels like this Board needs to handle it before they leave. 
 
Supervisor Felts asked about the cost to remove the tanks.   
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that the cost to remove the tanks is not included in these bids.  The 
tanks do not have to be removed. 
 
Supervisor Faison asked what happens if they find asbestos in the building. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated they would have to revamp. 
 
Supervisor Brown stated that vandalism is happening in abandoned buildings like this.  He 
supports the demolition of the building.  It needs to come down now. 
 
Supervisor West says he appreciates the opinions.  He supports the demolition of the building.  He 
said the community needs to know the Board will not tolerate blight. 
 
Chairman Jones stated that the bid from Crowder & White stated removal of sidewalk.  He asked 
Mr. Mitchell Gray if his quote including removing the sidewalk as it was stated.   
 
Mr. Mitchell Gray stated he did not bring that information with him tonight but his quote was 
clearing the site so that should be included. 
 
Chairman Jones asked Mr. Michael Johnson wasn’t there some problem with asbestos.  
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated there had been some mention of asbestos, but they had not been able 
to find the report. 
 
Supervisor West made a motion to accept Gray & Sons bid and proceed with the demolition. 
 
Supervisor Brown seconded the motion with it being carried unanimously. 
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Chairman Jones stated the next item of business was item 13 – Required Upgrades to the Boykins 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.   
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that almost immediately after the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality lowered our permitted limit for total recoverable copper in November 
2009, we began to experience chronic problems in meeting it, violating our permit on a periodic 
basis.  We’ve also had significant problems meeting the imposed ammonia limit as well. 
 
Following a series of violations in 2010, we cooperated with VDEQ in seeking to identify the root 
cause of the problem and what effort culminated into us entering into a voluntary consent order 
with the State Water Control Board last September.  The consent order imposed a civil charge of 
$4,340 (which has been paid) and requires us to bring the Facility into full compliance by January 
1, 2013. 
 
The source of our trouble is linked to two issues.  First, there is an accumulation of degraded 
sludge that has settled to the bottom of the aeration basins.  The sludge has the consistency of 
“play dough”, and it’s believed that certain constituents, including copper and ammonia, are bound 
up in it, and periodically released during the biological process.  The remedy is to remove the 
sludge, which sounds relatively simple, but is in fact, rather complex.  The basins have to be taken 
out of service one at the time and drained, after which the sludge will be mechanically removed, 
dewatered, and transported to a landfill for disposal. 
 
In addition, the synthetic basis liners and the equipment at Boykins are now nearing the end of 
their expected useful life (15 years).  With its age, the equipment is insufficient to meet the new 
permit limits, even after the degraded sludge is removed.  Accordingly, we prepared plans and 
specifications for equipment upgrades for the mixers, aerators, and clarifiers, as well as 
replacement of the synthetic liners (to mitigate risk of tearing when removing the sludge). 
 
On September 30, we received 5 sealed bids for the sludge removal and new equipment, ranging 
from a low bid of $631,012 (Patterson Construction) to a high bid of $873,165 (M&W 
Construction).  The bids are good for 90 days.  After adding in a 5% contingency, and the soft 
costs for preliminary engineering, design, permitting, bidding and construction administration, the 
total project is expected to run around $856,000. 
 
While we were unsuccessful in locating any grants for the work, Mr. Mendenhall has secured the 
next best thing – 0% financing.  He applied to the Virginia Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund 
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(VCWRLF), which provides loans to Virginia local government to assist with wastewater 
treatment plant improvements.  Localities may apply for a loan from the VCWRLF Wastewater 
Loan Program for any expansion, upgrade, extension, replacement, repairs, rehabilitation, and/or 
additions to publicly-owned wastewater collection and treatment facilities; and any planning 
and/or costs associated with the above improvements. 
 
The State Water Control Board is expected to officially approve our application at its December 
14 meeting (we received unofficial approval in early November) and I expect to receive the letter 
of funding commitment (at 0% interest) from the Virginia Resources Authority (VRA), who 
administers the VCWRLF by Friday. 
 
While the size of the capital project is substantial, the fiscal impact is quite manageable.  
Amortized at 0% for 20 years, the annual fiscal impact, with closing costs factored in, is less than 
$50,000 annually.  I’m pleased to report that Mrs. Lowe has recently coordinated with Dominion 
Virginia Power to move the Courtland Wastewater Treatment Plant to a different rate tier, which is 
expected to achieve annual power savings of roughly $50,000, mitigating the budgetary impact of 
this project. 
 
In light of the consent order, the favorable bid received from Patterson Construction, and the 0% 
funding commitment from VRA, I’m recommending that you proceed with acceptance of 
Patterson’s bid prior to its expiration date of December 30. 
 
Subject to VRA’s letter of funding commitment, a motion is required to accept Patterson 
Construction Company’s bid. 
 
Chairman Jones stated that this work has to be done.  They had no alternatives.  And they were 
fortunate to get a loan at 0% interest. 
 
Supervisor West asked what the source of the toxics was.   
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated the toxics were not from any one particular source.  He stated all 
wastewater has certain toxics.  From time to time they have been out of compliance; but by and 
large they remain fully compliant.  They have taken repeat samples.  The bottom line is we have to 
be fully compliant by January 1, 2013. 
 
Supervisor Young stated that it was good to be able to handle without “messing with the budget”. 
 
Supervisor Brown said that the $50,000 savings was a good budget impact. 
 
Chairman Jones said our finance director had been hard at work. 
 
Supervisor Young made a motion to accept Patterson Construction Company’s bid subject to 
VRA’s letter of funding commitment. 
 
Supervisor Wyche seconded the motion with it carrying unanimously. 
 
Chairman Jones stated item 14 was miscellaneous. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that in your agenda please find copies of incoming and outgoing 
correspondence.  
 
Chairman Jones called for item 15 late arriving matters. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that Supervisor Brown had an item. 
 
Supervisor Brown gave an after action report on the Sesquicentennial 150th Civil War History 
Mobile & Legacy Project.  He stated it had been a success.  The total expenses were $2,977.52. He 
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thanked all the volunteers who had helped with the project.  At their last meeting the committee 
looked at who had fought in the Army and Navy during the Civil War because they would like 
come up with a granite marker for them.  He stated that Mr. Jay Felts had researched and brought 
the names of those who served during the Civil War.  Supervisor Brown presented the Board 
Members with a printed copy of the After Action Report of the Sesquicentennial 150th Civil War 
history Mobile & Legacy Project on November 14, 15, & 16, 2011 prior to the meeting. 
 
Chairman Jones thanked Supervisor Brown for getting the history museum and all the work he had 
done on the sesquicentennial committee. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone else had any comments. 
 
Supervisor Felts stated that it had been great to serve on this Board.  She had many opportunities 
to serve on committees at the state and regional level in various functions.  The Board has always 
had the counties best interest of the citizens at heart.  She thanked each Board member for being 
able to have different opinions, but always staying in one accord.  She thinks that says a lot.  She 
wished everyone a Merry Christmas.  She will still be at the Board meetings just in a different seat. 
 
Supervisor Young stated he had enjoyed his stay on the Board.  He had met some really great 
people and some not so great.  The staff has been conservative.  The Board members relationship 
is good.  His stay on the Board was very rewarding.   
 
Supervisor Brown thanked everyone for the opportunity to serve on the Board.  He said it had been 
a great opportunity.  He stated he was impressed with the way this Board got along.  They had a 
bonding relationship.  His experience is unforgettable.   So many boards can’t get long, but this 
Board worked so well together.  He thanks the County Administrator and staff.  He stated he was 
like Supervisor Felts he would just be sitting in another seat; but he would return. 
 
Supervisor Wyche stated he had enjoyed his time spent on the Board and working for the people 
of Southampton County.  He stated he had a new bride who he had to leave to attend the meeting 
today and he promised her they would get back together sometime today.  He stated that the 
people in the county have said they wanted a change and he hoped the change would be good for 
Southampton County. 
 
Chairman Jones thanked everyone for the support they had given him.  He agreed with the fact that 
some boards were at each other all the time; but this Board had always been on one accord.  He 
stated that he would miss everyone and they just might be getting some calls from him. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone else had anything to bring before the Board. 
 
Mr. Ash Cutchin of Darden Mill Estates asked if the contract with Enviva stated they would hire 
legal American citizens. 
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Mr. Michael Johnson stated that it said local people. 
 
There being no further business, Supervisor Wyche made a motion to adjourn. 
 
Supervisor Felts seconded the motion which was carried with a unanimous vote. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Dallas O. Jones, Chairman 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Michael W. Johnson 
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	SUPERVISORS PRESENT
	SUPERVISORS ABSENT
	OTHERS PRESENT
	                                                                  Anita T. Felts
	Ronald M. West
	Moses Wyche
	The motion passed unanimously.  



