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               At a regular meeting of the Southampton County Board of Supervisors held in the Board 
Room of the Southampton County Office Center, 26022 Administration Center Drive, Courtland, 
Virginia on August 27, 2012 at 7:00 PM.       

 
SUPERVISORS PRESENT 

Dallas O. Jones, Chairman  (Drewryville)  
Dr. Alan W. Edwards Vice-Chairman  (Jerusalem) 

Glenn H. Updike (Newsoms) 
Carl J. Faison (Boykins-Branchville) 

Barry T. Porter  (Franklin) 
Ronald M. West  (Berlin-Ivor) 

S. Bruce Phillips  (Capron) 
 

SUPERVISORS ABSENT 
None 

 
OTHERS PRESENT 

Michael W. Johnson, County Administrator (Clerk) 
Jon Mendenhall, Assistant County Administrator 

Beth Lewis, Director of Community Development   
Lynette C. Lowe, Finance Director 

Julien W. Johnson, Jr. Public Utilities Director 
Richard E. Railey, Jr., County Attorney     

Cynthia J. Edwards, Administrative Secretary 
 

Chairman Jones called the meeting to order.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Faison 
gave the invocation. 
 
Chairman Jones welcomed everyone tonight and stated that he was going to vary a little bit tonight 
from the agenda.  He stated that we have our new Superintendent of Schools with us tonight – Dr. 
Alvera Parrish and asked her to come up to the front so everybody could see her.  He stated he 
would like for everyone to welcome Dr. Alvera Parrish to our county. 
 
Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Alvera Parrish stated that it was truly a pleasure to be here in 
Southampton County in general and especially in Southampton County Public Schools.  She 
counts it a pleasure to be among such great people who have made such great accomplishments as 
we have watched throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia the success of Southampton County 
Public Schools.  She stated it is a great pleasure to be a part of such great success.  She said she 
thanked them for the opportunity to be here tonight and she looks forward to coming back to other 
meetings and working together and communicating and opening up the lines of collaboration as 
we work together for what is best for Southampton in general.  She thanked the Board. 
 
Chairman Jones stated that for those who don’t know we have a new Chairman of the School 
Board, Mr. Chris Smith.  He asked Mr. Chris Smith to stand so everyone could see him.  He 
thanked Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Alvera Parrish, and Chairman of the School Board, Mr. 
Chris Smith for coming tonight. 
 
Chairman Jones sought approval of the minutes for the Regular Session of July 23, 2012.  
 
Supervisor Porter said he had two.  On page 37 the vote was indicated as unanimous on the 
communication system.  He stated that he did not vote on that vote so he would like the record to 
show that he abstained from voting.  On page 60, line eight, there is the wording funds ability; he 
stated he believed that the word should be fungibility.  That same mistake appears on page 65 on 
the fourth line.  
 
Chairman Jones asked for a motion to approve the minutes with these corrections. 
 
Supervisor Edwards made a motion to approve the minutes with these corrections. 
 
Supervisor Phillips seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
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Chairman Jones stated we would move to item number two – Highway Matters. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that the first item on the agenda tonight is to receive a project update 
on the Route 460 project.  He stated we have with us Mr. Phil Rinehart, who is the design project 
manager for VDOT and he is going to give us an update on that project.   
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart gave the following Power point presentation update and stated he would be 
happy to entertain any questions we may have. 
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Chairman Jones asked if anyone had any questions for Mr. Phil Rinehart. 
 
Supervisor West said obviously you have some money constraints when things have already 
started and gone from 99 years to 40 years.  You mentioned the wording tolling success.  He asked 
how in the world do you reduce 99 years to 40 years.  He said he hears there will be some pretty 
outrageous costs to ride from Prince George to Suffolk. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said dealing with the first question we have dropped the term from 99 years to 
40 years by simply taking the profit out of the equity.  When you take the equity out you take a lot 
of the profit out so it will be a non-profit organization so they won’t have to grow that money 15% 
to pay it off.   
 
Supervisor West said he thought it was going to be owned by the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said it was always going to be owned by the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
 
Supervisor West said always was. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said it was always going to be owned by the Commonwealth of Virginia.  It is 
going to be operated by a private firm. 
 
Supervisor West said he didn’t understand that initially. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said the land was bought in the name of the Commonwealth.  What it is was the 
money will be used to operate and maintain that structure in order to incorporate and carry all the 
cost of the project in order to get the return to take the risk. It was going to take 99 years to do the 
work.    
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Supervisor West asked what was the total of the structure with the rate of success you are planning 
right now or with your good luck. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart told him the estimate reads around $0.14 a mile.  He said they were hoping to 
get it down to around $0.10 a mile.  He said that would still be $4 million. 
 
Supervisor West asked one way $5.60. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said probably somewhere in that range, but it is not set yet.  It has not been 
established yet. 
 
Supervisor West asked if that would be an automobile. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said that would be a car. 
 
Supervisor West said I guess a truck would be higher. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said right, but the rates are not set yet.  Part of the factor is the traffic volumes. 
 
Supervisor West asked if any of the entrances to the county were being removed or is everything 
in place as it was.    
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said nothing has changed in terms of those conditions. 
 
Supervisor West asked if a determination had been made as to what will be an overpass and what 
will be a cul-de-sac. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said that is part of the offer of the team’s technical proposal.  One thing that we 
would like to point out to everybody is that all along we have indicated some locations where we 
have identified the potential to make strategic actions for the roadway.  That is not set in stone.  
Until the offer team makes their proposal is up to them to provide a report as to what roads they 
would propose to close.  The key element to this is that the final determination as to whether a 
road will be closed or not will be VDOT’s decision. 
 
Supervisor West asked if that would be based on vehicle count or the county or local governing 
body’s decision or how will you make that determination. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said obviously the local governments, but the ultimate decision is VDOT’s.  
First they want to see how they are going to lay this road out.  They have a 500 foot band.  They 
want to set that line in there.  That is going to affect a number of decisions for example how 
properties are impacted, what roads should be closed or not closed, what justification do you have 
for that.  They will be looking at things like emergency response and how far around you would 
have to go.  All of these various factors have to be justified.  Then they will look at it and have a 
discussion with the county before they finalize the plans.  He said they would be remiss if they 
didn’t work together on it. 
 
Supervisor West said there was some traffic or what we class traffic plaguing.  He asked if that 
was the word. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said traffic farming. 
 
Supervisor West said that was mentioned before requiring large trucks to ride the new road in 
relation to maybe a local farmer taking grain up to the feed mill in Waverly traveling from Ivor to 
Waverly.  He asked if they are going to have to ride his eighteen- wheeler on the new road. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said no; not a single vehicle will be required to ride on this road. 
 
Supervisor West said not a single vehicle will be required to drive on this road. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said there is a choice right now.  He said he didn’t know if there would be 
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incentives or not.  It is a toll facility.  The advantage of a toll facility is that it is a 70 mph road 
which is a time savings for these truckers of about 25 minutes.  They will have to balance whether 
that is a cost savings or not.  From the surveys they have done and the analysis they have done 
they think it will be a benefit to this area. 
 
Supervisor West said that goes back to the old safety issue that trucks on 460 is trucks on 460.  He 
has heard that it will be $6.00 for a car to ride from one end to the other and $6.00 to return so that 
is $12.00 and understands $24.00 or twice as much approximately for a truck.  We have 
unfortunately a number of bad or misrepresented facts out here that appear to have been changed 
from the initial that you had proposed or talked about or advertised when we went to the Windsor 
meeting and the various meetings. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said he wasn’t sure those points are. 
 
Supervisor West said well that traffic farming which was one of the requirements that was 
expected in order to make this thing successful which was forcing the large rigs onto this road. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said he couldn’t speak to that.  He honestly doesn’t know.   
 
Supervisor West said he understands and he appreciates that. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said he was sincere in being sensitive.  He said there is an incentive here even 
though there is a price for these trucks there is a time savings from point A to point B that is 
extremely important to them.  The value even with the toll of taking this road is a time savings to 
them.  This is very important.  The other thing that he needs to point out about the toll is that there 
will be poll stations at each and every interchange so you don’t have to pay $6.00 for the entire 
route; it will be based on the area traveled.  Whatever the value is, say for instance $6.00, it may 
be say $0.80 at each interchange, so the rate you pay will vary depending on the distance you 
travel. 
 
Supervisor West said so no cash will be handled.  It will be read from whatever. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said yes through the easy pass.  
 
Supervisor West said suppose it is a local dude, but no easy pass. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said yes sir; there is another method. 
 
Supervisor West said you are going to send me a bill in the mail for $0.80. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart said he wasn’t going to send him a bill for $0.80.  He said he was just kidding.  
They would have laser space reading technology out there.  He said if you travel the road a lot you 
will find it cheaper if you have an easy pass because otherwise they have a processing fee. 
 
Supervisor West said he thought one major concern was the fire and rescue people being able to 
access and move and not having cul-de-sacs here and changing traffic patterns that for years and 
decades had been in place.  So you are not adding or changing anything concerning the design. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if there were any other questions. 
 
Mr. Phil Rinehart thanked the Board giving him the opportunity to present this information. 
 
Chairman Jones stated the nest item was item B – Route 35 Bridge over the Nottoway River. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that upon receipt of a written notice from VDOT regarding their 
willingness to conduct a design public hearing on the captioned project, I contracted them with 
concerns regarding the adverse impacts that the project may have on public safety and the local 
economy.  The bridge replacement is currently planned to align with the existing bridge meaning 
that the roadway will be closed for the duration of the project.  As currently scoped, the project is 
expected to begin in January 2015 and take a total of 23 to 24 months. 
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VDOT has already responded to the concerns advising that they will schedule a public hearing in 
Southampton County sometime later this fall (most likely, October or November).  Mr. Adam 
Jack, P.E. Assistant District Engineer for the Hampton Road District promised to have a VDOT 
representative brief the Board of Supervisors about this project in advance of the public hearing. 
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Chairman Jones asked if there were any questions on this. 
 
Chairman Jones stated we would go to item C. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that what you see is an item of old business as it related to the 
discussion about the through truck restriction on Statesville Road.  The NCDOT responded back to 
me regarding the alternate route discussed by the Board last month and advised that weight limit 
restrictions will not allow it to be used for trucks.  So he is asking you to consider other options 
before we proceed with the public hearing. 
 
Chairman Jones asked Supervisor Updike if anyone had anything on this.  He asked Supervisor 
Updike if he had an alternate route for them to use. 
 
Supervisor Updike said they can use Route 258 to Franklin.  They used to always travel Statesville 
Road and when UPS came through there was always a tractor trailer in Newsoms on Statesville 
Road.  Today this is for through tractor trailers.  This day in time tractor-trailers are 40’ to 45’ long 
and they cannot go around curves without their back wheels going in the ditches and running 
people off the road into the ditches.  It is a safety issue, a quality of life issue, and there is no speed 
limit on Statesville Road and they can go 55 mph.  From Cross Keys Road on through there are 
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lots and lots of children playing in yards and communities and these tractor trailers don’t stop on a 
dime.  Today tractor trailers are wider than the old standard tractor trailers.  This is for through 
tractor trailers.  It is not for farmers or for limiting the dealers and not for anyone servicing the 
community.  These big long tractor trailers are causing safety complications and if we don’t do 
something Statesville Road will take every cent that VDOT has to maintain this road.  They have 
repaired some curves in the road and even before they left within an hour the tractor trailers had 
run over the cones that they had put out when repairing the roads.  It is just unsafe.  We have an 
elderly community down there and they like to go to Newsoms sometimes, like every day, to visit 
and it’s just not safe when you run up with these tractor trailers you just don’t have anywhere to 
go.  You are going to go in the ditch because they sure aren’t going to give you an inch.  So they 
can go Hwy. 258. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone else had anything on this. 
 
Supervisor Edwards asked if we could go back to the Route 35 Bridge. 
 
Chairman Jones said sure. 
 
Supervisor Edwards asked Mr. Michael Johnson if they were going to brief us at the September 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said that is his understanding.  They will give you all a briefing first in 
advance of that public hearing on October 18, 2012. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if anyone had any concerns. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said he still hadn’t seen the double yellow lines at Nottoway Chapel. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said they tell him it is coming. 
 
Supervisor Edwards said he would be looking for it.  He said he would announce it as soon as they 
get it. 
 
Supervisor West said they need to continue mowing along the secondary roads.  He said he had 
seen Isle of Wight and most all the areas generally looked the same.  He said just remind VDOT of 
the need and he knew it was great but we have had excess water this year that has kept things 
growing. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said he had one item.  He said he had several people call him about Route 719 
off Highway 35 at the dump site at Sebrell.  He stated that he had talked to Jerry Kee about it.  
People were calling about the tall grass on the North side of that intersection because it makes it 
difficult to see when pulling out.   
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said at Barn Tavern Road. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said yes it is Barn Tavern Road. 
 
Supervisor Porter said he would like to echo Supervisor West’s comments about keeping 
concentrated on cutting the grass because the rain is really causing it to grow.  It is also causing the 
ditches to fill up and at least in his district they are beginning to see a significant increase in the 
mosquito population because of the standing water in the ditches. 
 
Supervisor Updike said just a continuation from last month we still need the shoulders on Swamp 
Road and Sandy Ridge Road to be fixed.  They also still have a lot of potholes on Statesville Road 
due to all these tractor trailers.  They still need some additional repairs.  He said he was stopped 
and it was requested of him to mention that from Boykins to Branchville Road and he thought that  
was Powell’s Road that there is no curve signs on that road and it is 45 mph and if you have ever 
traveled it you know that it is as crooked as a dogs hind leg.  He understands that Severn Peanut 
Company is going to be buying peanuts and pulling the trailers and the farmers have already been 
run off the road on these curves so we need some times.  He told Supervisor Faison it was in his 
area but they had stopped him so Supervisor Faison could make an official request from Boykins 
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to help himself. 
 
Chairman Jones asked Supervisor Faison which road Supervisor Updike was talking about. 
 
Supervisor Faison said it was Powell’s Hill.  He stated that he was right about the curve, but no 
one had said anything to him about a concern for it but Supervisor Updike is very right about the 
curves on that road. 
 
Chairman Jones stated we would move on to item number four – Financial Matters. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson asked Chairman Jones if he wanted to do reports. 
 
Chairman Jones said yes.  He said he was sorry about that. 
 
The reports were Sheriff’s Office, Animal Control, Litter Control, Building Permits, and 
Cooperative Extension. 
 
Supervisor Updike said hold on a minute I want to ask another question.  He said cooperative 
extension’s budget used to start in October.  He asked if their request was in the new budget or are 
they going to have a new request for additional funds. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said our local appropriation runs with our fiscal year July 1 to June 30.  
Their federal funding runs with the federal fiscal year which starts October 1. 
 
Supervisor Updike said so October 1 there will be an increase for additional funds.  He asked how 
that was going to affect our budget. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said they have already taken that into account. 
 
Other reports were New Housing Starts, Solid Waste Quantities, and Personnel. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said they did have one report that he failed to put on the agenda.  Mr. David 
Britt wanted to talk very briefly about tax collection. 
 
Chairman Jones asked Mr. David Britt to come on up to the podium. 
 
Mr. David Britt stated that he had place a report at the Board members seats concerning the tax 
collection.  He stated that so far this summer in their effort to collect delinquent taxes they have 
done over 525 tax liens.  This past month they have collected somewhere in the neighborhood of 
$18,000.00.  They are also continuing the booting process.  He stated they have taken a little bit of 
a different direction there.  He said they are more or less trying to concentrate on some of the 
larger delinquent taxes.  As of Friday they had delinquent taxes of $706,400.17 in real estate and 
$550,064.67 in personal property.  They are continually trying to collect these taxes.  They are 
using all the methods they can to try to collect these taxes.  On one of the reports he passed out 
there is a list of the different law firms they use.  He stated he had a representative from Taxing 
Authorities Consulting Services, Mr. John Wright, was here to speak to you on what they are 
doing to try to aid Southampton County Treasurer’s office in collecting delinquent taxes.  He 
introduced Mr. John Wright.   
 
Supervisor West said before you do he wanted to ask a question.  He thanked Mr. David Britt for 
the report.  He said he received this past week his real estate tax bill.  He asked if everyone 
throughout the county had received those. 
 
Mr. David Britt said yes sir. 
 
Supervisor West asked if they would take partial payments. 
 
Mr. David Britt said that was the idea about getting the bills out early so that those people who are 
on fixed incomes could start paying now maybe they won’t have such a large amount come due in 
December. 
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Supervisor West said and for the record the $200.00 annual fee for the trash he asked if they would 
take partial or monthly payments on that. 
 
Mr. David Britt said we already have. 
 
Supervisor West said he just wanted to hear that for the public record.  He thanked Mr. David 
Britt. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if there were any other questions for Mr. David Britt. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said one person he was talking to owned property in Dare County also that 
they got a voucher like a coupon that comes with their tax bill where they can mail in payments on 
a quarterly basis or something. 
 
Mr. David Britt said his brother owns property in Dare County and they had discussed this very 
thing.  They had a little coupon you tear off and make payments.  He said they would have to 
create the form and mail that out probably in June or maybe January or February. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said so that would be an additional mailing. 
 
Mr. David Britt said yes.  He said as of right now they do take pre-payments which are on a 
voluntary basis.  So if you decide you want to come in and pay “x” amount of dollars each month 
and tell him where you want it applied then they will apply it and it will be credited to your tax bill 
when they print the bill. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said he didn’t know whether it would make it any easier as far as people 
budgeting these payments. 
 
Mr. David Britt said he had thought about that and also he was looking at cutting cost in their 
office as well.  This would be an additional form and an additional mailing that would be a cost to 
them but this would be something they could explore. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said since you already know about Dare County you might be able to get a 
form from them. 
 
Mr. David Britt said he actually had one of those forms on his desk that his brother gave him. 
 
Supervisor West thanked Mr. David Britt for the accommodation that he was attempting to make. 
 
Supervisor Porter said at a minimum could you put a notice in with the tax bill advising of that 
option. 
 
Mr. David Britt said when it is updated we could print it on the back of the tax bill next year. 
 
Supervisor Porter said he thought that would take some pressure off some of them.  He said he 
knew the law requires it to be voluntarily that we can’t demand it. 
 
Mr. David Britt said right. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if there were any other questions. 
 
Supervisor Updike said this question might seem unusual but the actual money that we have in the 
general fund and if the tax revenue is not sent out early to get the money to come in early and 
these payments are not paid early how is our cash flow.  Cash flow and the amount of money we 
have for the next couple of months is putting weight on the county.  He asked if no prepayments 
are made how our cash flow is looking for the next couple of months. 
 
Mr. David Britt said they are monitoring that right now. 
 
Supervisor Updike said you are monitoring it so what is it looking like right now. 
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Mr. David Britt said it is very tight just like every year and we are going to have to monitor it 
pretty much on a weekly basis right now. 
 
Supervisor West said that this is not quite that unusual.  It has been like this before.  These are 
trying times, but this is an opportunity for the average public now to pay partial bills reducing the 
final bill for December 5th and he commends Mr. David Britt for his effort and willingness to 
consider other options and that is what it is all about. 
 
Mr. David Britt introduced Mr. John Wright. 
 
Mr. John Wright addressed the Board.  He said he is a partner with Tax Authority Consulting 
Services and as was just mentioned a minute ago Mr. David Britt has a number of tools available 
to help him collect these revenues.  He is leveraging one of those options by using his firm.  They 
provide collection services for local governments across the Commonwealth.  They are helping 
with the personal property and real estate taxes – more recently with the real estate taxes than 
personal property.  He wanted to give a brief introduction to some of the methods that they use to 
collect on the accounts.  Obviously with tax revenue the very first key is notification so they 
attempt to notify the individual there is an outstanding balance as much as they can.  There are a 
number of resources available for use in locating individuals who may have even moved out of 
state.  They provide a traditional approach to begin with by letter notifications.  If they haven’t 
heard from the individuals they will give them a telephone call just to remind them there is an 
obligation out there.  A lot of times you find that the biggest obstacle is in letting them know there 
is still an obligation remaining out there and then working with the individuals to pay down the 
accounts.  He said they had had a great deal of success with personal property and those are harder 
accounts to collect because you are dealing with depreciating assets and highly mobile by nature 
of vehicles.  He stated they have had a collection rate of twenty six percent.  He said he was very 
pleased with that collection rate as they are dealing with some older accounts.  If they are not able 
to locate the individual and talk with them or if they just refuse to talk with them or make any kind 
of payment arrangements they utilize various degrees of collecting such as liens and so far in 2012 
they have issued 111 liens with 36 of those coming back with successfulness of about $18,000.00.  
Most everything else has come in through voluntary payment arrangements within a reasonable 
amount of time to get the obligation taken care of.  Most recently they have been working on the 
real estate tax collections.  They have been working on those now for about a month and a half and 
they are well into their first mailing and they have sent out their second mailing so there is a time 
period for people to make arrangements on the accounts, but with real estate taxes of course if no 
arrangements have been made all the accounts referred to them are available to be sold through the 
delinquent real estate tax sales process or judicial sales process.  Once that time period has lapsed 
on the second notice they will make publication in the newspaper which is the initial start of the 
judicial sales process.  Obviously the goal is to make arrangements for everybody to come in and 
pay.  They hope everybody will do that as they are in the collection business not the real estate 
sales business.  He said he welcomed any questions and would be happy to answer them. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if there were any questions for Mr. Wright. 
 
Supervisor West asked Mr. Wright if his fee was taken over and above the amount is that correct. 
 
Mr. John Wright said yes sir.  He said that is a great point Supervisor West; our fee is paid by the 
delinquent tax payer.  He said they cost the county nothing for their services. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said he wasn’t sure who he needed to ask this question, but he received a 
notice in the mail for a sale which he thought was a tax sale for several properties on Proctor’s 
Bridge Road here in Southampton county.  He asked Mr. David Britt if that was from his office.   
 
Mr. David Britt said no.    
 
Supervisor Phillips said he thought it was from Virginia Auction Service. 
 
Mr. David Britt it may be because they do private auctions also. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said there were a large number of parcels.  He just didn’t know if it had 
something to do with the taxes or not. 
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Mr. David Britt said no.  He said from his understanding the next sale they have will be in October 
or November. 
 
Chairman Jones thanked Mr. David Britt. 
 
Chairman Jones stated we would move on to item number four – Financial Matters. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that item A. is an appropriation resolution.  He said you see the final 
FY 2012 appropriation resolution is $1,024,718.13.  The funds were received from the sources 
indicated – there is no new money associated with this appropriation.   
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Chairman Jones asked if there were any questions about this.  He stated that he needs a motion to 
accept this appropriation resolution. 
 
Supervisor Porter made a motion to accept this appropriation resolution. 
 
Supervisor Faison seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Jones stated that they would move on to the monthly bills. 
 
Supervisor West made a motion that they pay the bills. 
 
Supervisor Updike said he had a question like usual and he said this is with the Timmons Group. 
 
Mrs. Linda Vick in the audience stated that they could not hear out in the audience. 
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Supervisor Updike said again this is a question with the Timmons Group.  If you look under water 
storage system the Timmons group charged us $35,000.00 for ground water permits, yet last 
month there was another contract made out to them for $10,000.00.  He asked if they previously 
had ground water permits when they built the tanks why do we have to get additional permits 
again. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson asked Supervisor Updike what page he was looking at. 
 
Supervisor Updike said he didn’t know but it is an invoice which says for 500,000 gallon storage 
tank. 
 
Supervisor Edwards asked what page number was that. 
 
Supervisor Updike said he had the invoice. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said it would be page 29 through 34. 
 
Supervisor Updike said you see the permits up and down the line and the total permit fees were 
$213,500.  When you look down the line at ground water permits last month we entered into 
another contract for $10,000.00 for water permits.  
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said they did do water permits last month.  We did weather mitigation issues 
last month for the compensatory mitigation area.  The ground water permit is related to the ground 
water permit at the Turner Tract.  We were waiting to get the final information from Enviva to 
make sure that we had the appropriate request.  That is what that is. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if there were any other questions. 
 
Chairman Jones stated that he has a motion to pay the bills.  He asked if he had a second. 
 
Supervisor West made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Porter to pay the bills in the amount of 
$2,181,853.91 to be paid by check numbers 127128 through 127480.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Chairman Jones stated the next item was number five - Appointments. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that Mr. Robert B. Edwards’ (Jerusalem District) term on the Board of 
Building Code Appeals will expire on September 30, 2012.  He is eligible for reappointment.  The 
Board of Building Code of Appeals is charged with hearing appeals related to the application of 
the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (USBC) or refusal by the code official to grant 
reasonable modifications to certain provisions of the code.  All hearings are open to the public and 
decisions are final unless appealed further to the State Technical Review Board.  The Board meets 
upon notice of the chairman within thirty (30) days of the filing of a building code appeal – it has 
had occasion to meet only twice in the past twenty years.  It is a five member Board.  Other 
members include E. P. “Buddy” Kea (term expires 9/30/13), Morgan Munford (term expires 
9/30/14), Gary Banks (term expires 9/30/15), and L. F. Draper (term expires 9/30/16). 
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Chairman Jones stated that he needed a motion to fill Mr. Robert B. Edwards’ expired term. 
 
Supervisor Edwards stated that he had not heard anything from Mr. Robert B. Edwards so he 
assumed that he is willing to do this again so he made a motion that Mr. Robert B. Edwards be 
reappointed. 
 
Chairman Jones stated that he needed a second. 
 
Supervisor Porter seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Jones stated we would move to item B. 
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Mr. Michael Johnson sated that as you see we have a letter of resignation from Mr. David M. 
Holland, effective August 1.  Mr. Holland’s term on the BZA runs through September 30, 2013.  
As you know, BZ appointments are made by the Circuit Court, upon recommendation by the 
Board of Supervisors.  Appointments on the seven member Board are by election districts – Mr. 
Holland represents the Drewryville District. 
 
Chairman Jones asked Supervisor Faison if he would nominate Mr. Ellis Wright for him. 
 
Supervisor Faison nominated Mr. Ellis Wright to the BZA Board. 
 
Supervisor Phillips seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said as you see item C. is correspondence from the Blackwater Regional 
Library relative to last year’s attendance.  Southampton County has one member with perfect 
attendance, one member who attended 80% of the meetings and one member who attended only 
20% of the time.  He did include in your agenda packets their respective expiration dates and the 
district that they represent. 
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Chairman Jones asked if there were any questions. 
 
Supervisor Edwards asked if there was a chairman on that Board. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said it is the director of the library correct. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said he wasn’t sure, but he saw one of our Board members out there. 
 
Mrs. Bernadette Whitley said yes Marian Neighbors is the Chairman and she lives in Windsor. 
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Supervisor Faison asked if this was just for information. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson said it is for information, but this is the second time that they have expressed 
concerns about the attendance of one of their members. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said that Yvonne Bradley is the one who the letter is from.  He stated that he 
had tried to call her today and she is out of the office until Wednesday.  He said he believed the 
person of concern is in his district.  He said he would follow up with her and have some 
information for you at the next meeting. 
 
Chairman Jones stated at this time it is necessary to have a closed meeting. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated that is necessary for the Board to conduct a closed meeting in 
accordance with 2.2-3711 (A) (5), Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, to receive a report from 
Franklin-Southampton Economic Development, Inc. regarding prospective industries where no 
previous announcement has been made of the business’ or industry’s interest in locating its 
facilities in the community. 
 
Chairman Jones stated that he needed a motion that they go into a closed meeting. 
 
Supervisor Edwards made a motion to go into closed session which was seconded by Supervisor 
Faison. 
 
Supervisor Edwards read the certification resolution to go back into open session.   
 

RESOLUTION OF CLOSED MEETING 

 
WHEREAS, the Southampton County Board of Supervisors had convened a closed 
meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with 
the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 (D) of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by 
the Board that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Southampton County Board of 
Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only 
public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by 
Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification 
resolution applies, and (ii) only such public matters as were identified in the motion 
convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed and considered by the 
Southampton County Board of Supervisors. 
 

Supervisor Edwards made a motion to go back into open session. 
 
Supervisor West seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 

 
 
  Supervisors Voting Aye: Dallas O. Jones 
      Barry Porter   
      Glen Updike 
      Carl J. Faison 
                                                                  Alan Edwards 
      Ronald M. West 
      Bruce Phillips 

 
   Supervisors Voting Nay:     None 
 
Chairman Jones stated that we are now back in open session and we did not discuss anything that 
was not on the agenda. 
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Chairman Jones stated that they would move on to item number seven. 
 
Mr. Michael Johnson stated at the request of Chairman Jones, he has placed this matter back on 
your agenda for further discussion.  In accordance with your direction last month, he did provide a 
copy of the attached notice to Mr. Vernie Francis.  He stated that he had also attached excerpts 
from your meeting minutes over the past several months. 
 

 
 
 
 
Chairman Jones stated this is concerning payment to ex-Sheriff Francis for the upkeep of the 
communication radios. 
 
Supervisor West said he was going to break the ice.  He said he went along with things last month 
to a certain extent, but he thought they made a mistake.  He thought they acted too hastily.  They 
need to have another plan in place or have more understanding as to what needs to be done he is 
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willing to continue the contract as it is at the present time with ex-Sheriff Vernie Francis and we 
work with Sheriff Jack Stutts through the 452 committee as to what needs to be done for placing 
ourselves in a better understanding and not jeopardize the citizens of Southampton County.   
 
Supervisor Faison said he agreed because he thought they acted prematurely because we need 
someone in place before we end that contract. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said he agreed with his fellow supervisors.  He did think they acted hastily.  He 
said we are here to protect the public safety of this county and the county that they live in.  He said 
he thought it was in their best interest to reinstate the contract with the understanding that we are 
going to continue to look at all levels of this county and how we spend the money.  We are not 
going to interrupt the service or the support of our fire and rescue people.  We don’t want that to 
stop for one second.  Public safety again is our most important process here so therefore he is in 
agreement that we revisit this and reinstate the contract. 
 
Chairman Jones asked if there were any other comments. 
 
Supervisor Edwards asked Supervisor West if there were not some other plans being made at this 
point to make sure that this is on solid ground. 
 
Supervisor Phillips said their next meeting was with the fire chief in the Capron district.  He said 
there is an emergency management officer in Isle of Wight County, Sussex County.  He said he is 
not saying that is the direction that we need to go in, but that is a possible direction where this 
management of the radios and the 911 towers could be added to that.  He said he needed to look 
further as to whether there is any money in the budget.  He said he understood there was a 
position, but that it was never funded or either the job was never there.  What he is saying at this 
point tonight is that they need to reinstate this contract tonight and do the due digilience necessary 
to give the people of Southampton County the best service with the least amount of expenses 
necessary to do it. 
 
Chairman Jones said right.  He asked if there were any other comments. 
 
Supervisor Updike said it looked like he was going to be the only one opposed to this 
recommendation.  He said you have heard the saying you get what you pay for and he wasn’t 
getting paid so don’t expect much from his comments.  He said he was very disappointed with the 
county officials on this situation.  He said it looks like the tail is wagging the dog.  He said the 
only function of this Board is to pay the bills and raise the taxes.  He said he had heard this phrase 
used several times over the last several months – “It is not part of my job description”.  What it 
means in everyday language is that I am not going to do the job.  He asked that some department 
in the county look after the communication system.  No department agreed not even the Sheriff’s 
Department.  It seems that there are other department heads who could step up and do this job or 
have some of their employees do the job.  He was hoping someone would step up and do the job, 
but some of them had actually tried to stop or block doing away with the position.  Last month, 
well tonight Supervisor Porter said he didn’t vote, so that would be 6 to 0 to do away with the 
position and it looks like politics has been done behind closed doors not to carry out our mandate.  
The citizens mandate that is.  Here are some of the reasons the citizens would like to ask the Board 
to uphold the recommendation to eliminate the position.  Number one is the fact that this position 
was not approved by this Board.  It wasn’t in the budget.  He asked how could the county run and 
operate when the Board of Supervisors doesn’t even know who we have contracts with.  That 
contract should be open or at least the Board should be informed about it.  The only way we found 
out about it was that it was in the bills.  The job should be advertised.  The communication system 
was put in back in 2005.  According to his calculations it had been seven years that we have run 
and operated the system under our current employees.  Now we are in serious financial problems 
we are saying we have got to hire a new person to look after our communication system.  Now he 
has a few questions.  He asked who looked after the communication system while Mr. Vernie 
Francis was on vacation.  If Mr. Vernie Francis was the only one that could do the job, who looked 
after it while he was on vacation.  Number two – He asked if Mr. Vernie Francis had a business 
license and insurance.  He asked if he doesn’t how can the county enter into a contract with him.  
He said he hadn’t found the first person that hadn’t said you are doing it wrong because when you 
have got to hire new people, you have to have contracts and you have to have bids;  you don’t just 
open it up and pay the bills.  He said he thought the citizens were fed up with just paying the bills 
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