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Local Food Movement GROWING

In the Winter 2011 issue, we talked about the Buy Fresh,
Buy Local program. Throughout Virginia and the United
States there are local food programs supporting locally
grown food and encouraging consumers to get to know
their local farmer.

The “local food movement” is a collaborative effort to build
more locally based, self-reliant food economies. This sus-
tainable food production, processing, distribution, and con-
sumption are integrated to enhance the economic, environ-
mental, and social health of a particular place. More and
more consumers want to know where their food is coming
from and want to buy it locally from people they know.

These programs include the Virginia
Farm Bureau’s Save Our Food initia-
tive which focuses on educating con-
sumers about the foods they eat and
. encourages everyone to seek out and
enjoy all of the delicious locally grown foods available. For
more information about this program visit
www.saveourfood.org

At the national level is the

USDA’s Know your Farmer,
Know Your Food. It, like
the Save our Food program

KHOW YOUR FARMER
KNOW YOUR FOOD

focuses on creating new
economic opportunities by
better connecting consumers with local producers. For
more information on this program visit www.usda.gov/
knowyourfarmer

There are hundreds of websites promoting organically
grown food, local farmers markets, community supported
agriculture and groups that offer educational events and
activities to promote sustainability and biodiversity and
connect farmers, cooks, educators, students and everyone
else who cares about their food and the environment.

All you have to do is search for local food movement to find
websites like Slow Food USA and Local Harvest. There are

blogs and news articles about this food movement. Check

it out...get to know your local growers and BUY, BUY, BUY

from them!

New TMDL’s Identified in
Southampton County

There are five newly identified areas of concern under
what is called the TMDL program. A Total Maximum
Daily Load, or TMDL, is a calculation of the maximum
amount of a pollutant that a waterbody can receive
and still safely meet water quality standards.

The Clean Water Act (CWA) of 1972 requires that all
US streams, rivers and lakes meet certain water quali-
ty standards. The CWA also requires states to con-
duct monitoring to identify waters that are polluted or
do not otherwise meet standards. Through this re-
quired program, Virginia has identified many stream
segments which do not meet state water quality
standards for protection of the six beneficial uses:
recreation/swimming, aquatic life, wildlife, fish con-
sumption, shellfish consumption and public water sup-
ply (drinking).

Most of the TMDLs in this have been bacterial (e. coli)
in nature and several with low dissolved oxygen lev-
els. Most of the time, the causes are natural condi-
tions and wildlife, however livestock can be a contrib-
utor as well.

There will be a public informational meeting on
Thursday, May 19 at the Capron Elementary
School beginning at 6:00 p.m.
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Youth Farm Day Held in Sussex County

Who Polluted the River? station Electricity and Safety Station, sponsored by
Prince George Electric Cooperative

On April 8, 2001, 198 second and third grade students from Sussex County schools and Tidewater Academy had
the opportunity visit Oak Hill Farm in Yale to learn about farming and natural resources. The District staff put
together the one day event, bringing together resource people from many state and federal agencies to talk to
the students about life on the farm and where their food and fiber comes from.

There were 11 hands-on stations dealing with topics such as soil, water quality, electricity, bees and other polli-
nators, farm safety, farm equipment, crops, beef cows, pigs, and forestry.

Partners from Natural Resources Conservation Service, Virginia Farm Bureau, Department of Forestry, the South
Centre’ Corridors Resource Conservation & Development Council, Cooperative Extension, and Prince George
Cooperative Electric, the Emporia/Greensville Bee Keepers Association and the Appomattox River and Virginia
Dare Soil & Water Conservation Districts.

The District is fortunate to have generous community members like Mac, Phyllis, Keith and Angela Dunn that
open up their home for this event to take place. We are also thankful for the many partner agencies and volun-
teers that come out to support us in this important educational event.

The event is funded through the District’s operating budget, a grant from the South Centre Corridors RC&D Coun-
cil and in-kind donations from agricultural commodity organizations.

Honey Bee Station, sponsored by

What's under the Soil? station
Southside Beekeeper Association
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Old Tires Removed from Landscape

The District held its 8th annual tire recycling program for agricultural
producers in the three counties, collecting more than 60 tons of tires
this year. Totals to date for the three counties combined is 421 tons.
The next event will be scheduled for March 2012. If you have an old
tire pile from your farming operation or a tire pile which has been ille-

gally dumped on your land, please let the District know.

2011 Tire Amnesty Program

B Southampton B Greensville Sussex

5%

Equipment Rental Program

We have two minimum till drills with Warm
Season Grass Attachments for rent. One is
located at the Emporia Service Center and
the other is housed at the Courtland USDA
Service Center.

Used Motor Qil is picked up when we have 2000
gallons or more. If you have oil for recycling,
please call our office and sign up

Dumping of tires is illegal in Virginia. If
you see someone dumping tires call the
local sheriff's office and/or visit

http://www.deq.state.va.us/wastetires/
dumping.html! for the information shown
in the code of Virginia about tire dump-

ing.

Occasionally, people find old tire
dumps on their property, especially in
remote areas or when they purchase
rural property. If no recent dumping is
apparent, it may qualify for the DEQ
Cleanup Program, if and when funds be-
come available.

If you find such a pile, do not call the
police or sheriff. Instead, contact the
local DEQ Regional Office (use the link
below) and ask to speak with a member
of the Waste Staff. They will explain the
criteria and may come to your property
to conduct a site survey. They will ask
you to sign two forms, if applicable, in
order to place the tire pile on the clean
up list.

(@ )

Volunteers are needed
at the SWCD office.

If you would like to
know how you can
become an

Earth Team Volunteer

JUST CALL!
& )
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Schedule of Events

May 9: Board Meeting
e« May 15: Last Day to Kill Down Cover Crop

« By May 20: Report to SWCD Wheat for Harvest
Acres and Cover Crop Kill Down Dates

serving Greensville,
Southampton & Sussex

May 31: South Centre Corridors RC&D Meeting

Directors

Gary Cross, Southampton
H. M. Dunn, Jr., Sussex . y .

M. L. Everett, Jr., Sotthampton e By June 1: SWCD Begins Making Cost Share Payments
). Lud Fajna, Jr., Greensville Be sure all your information is in to-get a timely check
Jimmy Ferguson, Greensville
Walter Robinson, Greensville
Raymond Warren, Sussex e June 30: End of Fiscal Year
Kelvin Wells, Sussex

aff
Stacey Bradshaw

Dina Clapper
Sue Morris FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THESE EVENTS

CALL 0¥ OFFICE

" CHOWAN BASIN

SWCD -
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SOIL & WATER
{8 CONSERVATION DISTRICT

L

We work with the people who work the land.

706 South Main St.
Emporia, VA 23847

Phone: 434/634-2115
Fax: 434/634-6575
E-mail: chowanbasinswcd@telpage.net

Mike Johnson
P.O. Box 400
COURTLAND, VA 23837
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