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At a (FY 2009) budget public hearing of the Southampton County Board of Supervisors held in 
the Board Room of the Southampton County Office Center at 26022 Administration Center Drive, 
Courtland, Virginia on May 19, 2008 at 7:00 PM.      
 

SUPERVISORS PRESENT 
Dallas O. Jones, Chairman  (Drewrvyille) 

Walter D. Brown, III (Newsoms) 
Anita T. Felts  (Jerusalem) 

Carl J. Faison (Boykins-Branchville) 
Ronald M. West  (Berlin-Ivor) 

 
SUPERVISORS ABSENT 

Walter L. Young, Jr., Vice-Chairman  (Franklin) 
Moses Wyche  (Capron) 

 
OTHERS PRESENT 

Michael W. Johnson, County Administrator (Clerk) 
James A. Randolph, Assistant County Administrator 

Julia G. Williams, Finance Director 
Susan H. Wright, Administrative Secretary 

 
Chairman Jones called the meeting to order.  
 
Mr. Johnson welcomed everyone and announced that public hearings were being held this evening 
regarding the proposed FY 2009 annual budget and annual tax levies.  The public hearings would 
begin following a brief presentation.  Mr. Johnson presented a PowerPoint presentation illustrating 
a synopsis of the proposed FY 2009 annual budget and a general overview of the proposed 
revenues and expenditures, tax rates, and water and sewer rates.     
 
Chairman Jones opened the public hearings.   
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SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
   
 

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section(s) 15.2-1427 and 58.1-3007, Code of Virginia, 1950, as 
amended, that the Southampton County Board of Supervisors will hold a public hearing on Monday, May 
19, 2008 at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as may be heard, in the Board Room of the Southampton 
County Office Center at 26022 Administration Center Drive, Courtland, Virginia to consider an ordinance 
to impose the following tax levies for 2008 (fiscal year 2009).  All levies will be due on or before 
December 5, 2008: 
 

 
FY 2007 PROPOSED 

FY 2008 

REAL ESTATE   

General $0.68/$100 $0.72/$100 

Public Service Corporations $0.68/$100 $0.72/$100 

PERSONAL PROPERTY   

General $4.00/$100 $4.00/$100 

Machinery & Tools $2.40/$100 $2.40/$100 

Mobile Homes $0.68/$100 $0.72/$100 

Public Service Corporations $4.00/$100 $4.00/$100 

Merchants Capital $0.50/$100 $0.50/$100 

Farm Machinery $1.95/$100 $1.95/$100 

Farm Machinery/Single Product $1.25/$100 $1.25/$100 

Construction Machinery $2.40/$100 $2.40/$100 

Motor Carriers $2.40/$100 $2.40/$100 
 
A full copy of the proposed ordinance is on file and available for public inspection at the County 
Administrator’s Office, 26022 Administration Center Drive, Courtland, Virginia during normal business 
hours.  Any persons wishing to speak in favor of or in opposition to the above referenced ordinance are 
encouraged to appear and be heard at the aforementioned place and hour.  Any persons wishing to attend 
this hearing who may have special needs should contact the County Administrator at (757) 653-3015 
(voice) or (757) 653-3013 (TDD), preferably seven days prior to the hearing. 
 

         Southampton County Board of Supervisors 
Michael W. Johnson, Clerk 
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SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
   
 

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section(s) 15.2-107 and 15.2-1427, Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, 
that the Southampton County Board of Supervisors will hold a public hearing on Monday, May 19, 2008 at 
7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as may be heard, in the Board Room of the Southampton County Office 
Center at 26022 Administration Center Drive, Courtland, Virginia to consider an ordinance to impose the 
following utility fees pursuant to Section 15.2-2119 and 15.2-2604, Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended: 
 

 
FY 2008 PROPOSED 

FY 2009 
PERCENT 
INCREASE 

WATER    
Monthly Residential Base Rate  (≤ 4,000 gal.) $22.00 $23.00 4.55% 
Monthly Commercial Base Rate (≤ 4,000 gal.) $22.00 $23.00 4.55% 
Monthly Rate per 1,000 (> 4,000 gal.) $2.00 $2.00 - 

SEWER    
Monthly Residential Base Rate (≤ 4,000 gal.) $30.00 $31.00 3.33% 
Monthly Commercial Base Rate (≤ 4,000 gal.) $30.00 $31.00 3.33% 
Monthly Rate per 1,000 (> 4,000 gal.) $5.00 $5.00 - 
Narricot Industries per 1,000 (Industrial Process) $1.25 $1.30 4.0% 

    
 

A full copy of the proposed ordinance is on file and available for public inspection at the County 
Administrator’s Office, 26022 Administration Center Drive, Courtland, Virginia during normal business 
hours.  Any persons wishing to speak in favor of or in opposition to the above referenced ordinance are 
encouraged to appear and be heard at the aforementioned place and hour.  Any persons wishing to attend 
this hearing who may have special needs should contact the County Administrator at (757) 653-3015 
(voice) or (757) 653-3013 (TDD), preferably seven days prior to the hearing. 
 

         Southampton County Board of Supervisors 
Michael W. Johnson, Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following remarks are those of individuals who spoke at the public hearings: 
 
Ms. Joyelle Saunders, Program Coordinator for Court Appointed Special Advocates for Children 
(CASA) addressed the Board.  She asked them to reconsider their stance on CASA.  (Note:  The 
Board did not include funding for CASA in the proposed budget.)  CASA recruited volunteers and 
trained them to care for and advocate for abused and neglected children.  They assisted the courts 
in so many ways.  A CASA volunteer would work with a child, find out what was going on with 
that child, and advocate for that child.  Through CASA, she had seen children get the medical care 
they needed.  She had seen a foster mother become a successful mother for her foster child, and 
the list goes on.  The large case loads of social workers often prevented them from helping these 
children as much as they would like to.  CASA volunteers were willing to give their personal time 
to help these children.  An investment in CASA did show dividends.  Children assigned a CASA 
volunteer were placed in foster homes quicker.  This was a very important program.  She thanked 
the Board for their consideration.   
 
Ms. Melissa McPhillips spoke.  She thanked the Board for the school facilities.  She stated that she 
had 3 kids in the Southampton County public schools.  They were receiving an outstanding 
education.  She was very pleased with the teacher student ratio.  But further improvements were 
needed for school progress to continue and be consistent.  Without the funds needed, cuts in pay 
would be inevitable.  That would result in the loss of teachers, which would be detrimental to 
progress.  She asked that the Board fully fund the School Board’s request.  (Note:  Funding 
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included in the proposed budget for schools was $567,113 less than what the school board 
requested.)   
 
Ms. Dorothy Urquhart spoke.  She advised that she had lived in Southampton County all of her life 
and was a teacher in the Southampton County Public School System.  She recognized her 2 
children who were in the audience.  One had already been through the System and now attended 
Old Dominion University, and the other would graduate next year.  Her daughters had received a 
fabulous education.  The principals always asked what the teachers needed.  In order for the 
principals to supply what they needed, money was needed.  Some of that money came from the 
Board of Supervisors.  She felt that that her child was safe and had no doubt that her child was 
receiving an excellent education.  Speaking as a parent, she did not expect any less.  She thanked 
the Board for their support of the schools.   
 
Mr. Glenn Updike spoke.  He stated that he knew he was going to make some people mad.  He 
thanked the Board for their work on the budget, but he wanted them to do it over.  He did not see 
where they were cutting corners.   We were selling our children out for 30 pieces of silver.  They 
needed to go back and see where they could cut the budget.  The Reserve Fund was not for 
operating expenses.  The cost of things needed to do be put out on the table – if they wanted this, 
this was what it was going to cost – they needed to leave the Reserve alone.  The Reserve was for 
buildings, future projects, and emergencies.  Since 1990, the earned income of American people 
had been going down.  But yet the County kept borrowing and borrowing.  They were spending 
every dime they received, and when projects came up, they did not have any money set aside.  The 
County was getting bombarded with financial requests from ball clubs and other sports 
organizations.  He thought the County should set aside a specified lump sum of money and let all 
the sports organizations know they were eligible to apply for it.  And once the money was gone, it 
was gone.  Fuel costs were outrageous.  How many state cars did you see parked at grocery stores?  
Those people needed to pay to go back and forth to work.  It was ridiculous and costly to operate 
schools for a half day.  He knew they could not control the drug testing policy of the schools, but 
the Board of Supervisors were the only ones who had any say whatsoever in what the schools do.  
You could have the best schools in the world, but people needed a roof over their heads far worse.  
Passing the SOLs (Standards of Learning) was nothing to be proud of.  They needed to reach for 
the top 10%, and not just the minimum.   
 
Mrs. Roberta Naranjo, Vice-Chairman of the Southampton County School Board, spoke.  She 
invited Mr. Glenn Updike to the Honors Graduate Program on June 2.  The academic honors the 
children achieved could be matched anywhere.  She did not know where Mr. Updike got his 
information, but he was ill-informed.  She wanted to stand up for the teachers and students.   
 
Mr. Charles Turner, Division Superintendent of Southampton County Public Schools, spoke.  He 
stated that he was appreciative that Mr. Johnson, County Administrator, indicated that the Turner 
Tract and the Radio System, and not just Riverdale Elementary, were included in the debt service.  
He appreciated the proposed 2.01% increase in local funds for schools.  He was proud to be a part 
of Southampton County Public Schools.  Education got us where we are.  You could not measure 
the impact of education on children.  He was appreciative of the support of the Board of 
Supervisors.  He thanked Ms. McPhillips, Ms. Urquhart, and Ms. Naranjo for their comments.  
They just got in SOL scores.  The bar was 70%.  They did not strive for 70%.  There were scores 
significantly above that.  The scores were: Capron Elementary – 96%, Hunterdale Elementary – 
93%, Meherrin Elementary – 100%, Nottoway Elementary – 90%, Southampton Middle School – 
81%, and Southampton High School – 92%.  The numbers speak for themselves.  He stated that 
Supervisor Brown had asked before if salaries had an impact on their people.  He informed that 
since the last meeting, they had lost some very good teachers to other localities.  Salary was the 
key.  The teachers loved the County but they had to live.  We needed to pay them for their hard 
work.  He had a responsibility to the staff and students.  He advised that since the budget had been 
presented, utility costs were projected to double – not to mention fuel.  With Riverdale Elementary 
came additional costs.  When they put the budget together, they studied it and made adjustments 
prior to presenting it to the Board of Supervisors.  He clarified for Supervisor Brown that AYP 
was different than SOL accreditation.  Capron had made it 3 of 3 – all of the other schools had 
made it 2 of 3.  They needed the Board of Supervisors to help them do their job.  He asked the 
Board to help them help the children.   
 
Mr. David Edwards spoke.  He stated that he was a graduate of Southampton County High School.  
They were putting him in a bind by raising taxes 4¢.  He thought that taking money out of the 
Reserve for operating expenses was a bad idea, but it helped him by keeping the tax rate down.  
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Fuel costs were unreal.  His 20-year old daughter wanted to get out on her own, but he was afraid 
for her to do so.  The Board needed to tighten the belt.  He had never seen a budget go down.  It 
was no telling what the budget would be in 2010.   
 
Mr. Ash Cutchin spoke.  He advised that he did not think Mr. Updike was against the school 
system.  He was just trying to say that we passing debt down to our children and grandchildren. He 
too was concerned about the Reserve – they should not use it haphazardly.  His grandchildren and 
other students had told him that SOLs were a joke.  The teachers teach to the test.  He noted that if 
a student could not use Microsoft Word and Excel proficiently, they could not find a good paying 
job in the business world any more.   
 
Supervisor West stated that they needed to tow the line.  At this point, he would not be in favor of 
any additional increase in the real estate tax rate, above the 4¢ increase that was proposed.   
 
Supervisor Faison advised that he did feel for the teachers.  However, they just did not have the 
money to provide any significant increase to the schools.   
 
Supervisor Felts advised that she wished they could fully fund each request, but they could not.  
She was not crazy about using money in the Reserve, but if they did not, they would have to raise 
taxes that much more.   
 
Supervisor Brown stated that they had limited sources of revenues.  They needed to look at 
investing in entities that would reap revenues.  He owned a farm, but if he had his way about it, he 
would take money out of land use and put it in the schools.  The children were our future.  Their 
whole purpose was to make things better for the children.   
 
Supervisor West advised that $300,000 in capital improvements for Riverdale Elementary was part 
of the budget and was a reality.  We were all affected by rising fuel and utility costs.   
 
It was consensus of the Board that an additional budget workshop was not needed, as they were 
satisfied with the proposed budget as presented.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:28 PM. 
 
 
______________________________  
Dallas O. Jones, Chairman    
 
 
______________________________ 
Michael W. Johnson, Clerk 


