January 14, 2010

At a continued meeting of the Southampton County Board of Supervisors held in the Board Room of the Southampton County Office Center at 26022 Administration Center Drive, Courtland, Virginia on January 14, 2010 at 6:30 PM.      

SUPERVISORS PRESENT

Dallas O. Jones, Chairman  (Drewryville)

Walter L. Young, Jr., Vice-Chairman  (Franklin)

Walter D. Brown, III (Newsoms)

Anita T. Felts  (Jerusalem)

Carl J. Faison (Boykins-Branchville)

Ronald M. West  (Berlin-Ivor)

Moses Wyche  (Capron)

SUPERVISORS ABSENT

None
OTHERS PRESENT

Michael W. Johnson, County Administrator (Clerk)

James A. Randolph, Assistant County Administrator
Julia G. Williams, Finance Director

Beth Lewis, Principal Planner

Richard E. Railey, Jr., County Attorney
Susan H. Wright, Administrative Secretary
Chairman Jones called the meeting to order, and after the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Faison gave the invocation. (Note: The regular session of December 21, 2009 was continued until this evening at 6:30 PM.)
(Note: Vice-Chairman Young was not yet present.)  

Mr. Michael Johnson, County Administrator, announced that given the number of phone calls he had received in the last few days, and concerns about the speed with which we were progressing, he was not requesting that the Board take any action on the following this evening:


Consideration of Comprehensive Agreement between Southampton County and Bunrootis, 


LLC under the Public-Private Education Facilities and Infrastructure Act of 2002.  

He would, instead, provide a status update, and then place the item on the January 25, 2010 regular meeting agenda for action.  

Mr. Johnson presented the following PowerPoint presentation:
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Mr. Johnson confirmed for Supervisor Brown that our return on investment was indeed greater than the investment itself.  Supervisor Brown remarked that it was a win-win for everyone.      
Mr. Johnson clarified for Supervisor Brown that local contractors would have the opportunity to bid on jobs, such as concrete work.  At their places was a copy of an email from Shamrock Environmental Corporation, the contractor for Bunrootis, which actually spoke to that:
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The Board did not take any action this evening, as the matter would be placed on the January 25, 2010 regular meeting agenda for action.  
Mr. Johnson advised that a public hearing was scheduled this evening to consider the following:


A resolution for approval and adoption of amendments to the Articles of Incorporation of 


the Southeastern Public Service Authority (“SPSA”).  These amendments are necessary 


because of changes in the law set forth in VA Code § 15.2-5102.1(1) that become effective 


on January 1, 2010.  The proposed amendments are set forth in a document entitled 


“Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation of the Southeastern Public Service 


Authority of Virginia” (the “Amended Articles”) and include the number and method of 


selecting SPSA’s board of directors and alternate board members, the rules 
governing their terms of office, and other revisions required by the changes in the law.  If 


approved, the Amended Articles will become effective on January 1, 2010, the date when 


the law changes.  
The resolution is as follows:
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Chairman Jones opened the public hearing.  No members of the public wished to speak.  Chairman Jones closed the public hearing.  
Vice-Chairman Young moved, seconded by Supervisor Felts, to adopt the resolution.  All were in favor.  
Mr. Johnson advised that included in the agenda was a report from Mr. Jay Randolph, Assistant County Administrator, regarding the collaborative effort with the City of Franklin and Isle of Wight County to cooperatively procure residential recycling services.  

The report is as follows:
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Mr. Randolph clarified for Supervisor West that although there were 1199 homes in our service area, only 250 actually participated.  He also clarified that while the goal was to expand the service area to include Capron, Sedley, and Ivor in the future, they were not currently planning for that expansion, as the County transitioning to take over the recycling from SPSA was not the opportune time to do so.    
Mr. Randolph confirmed with Supervisor Brown that in regards to expanding the service area, they would indeed conduct surveys, and the surveys would include a list of the pros of recycling.  

Mr. Randolph advised that residential curbside recycling participants currently utilized 18-gallon tub-style containers.  They were recommending that those containers be replaced with larger 95-gallon wheeled carts.  This was necessary, as the collection truck utilized a one-armed automated collection system.  He noted that the City of Franklin already utilized the 95-gallon carts.  
Mr. Randolph informed that the cost of the carts was $25,265 and would need to be specially appropriated – no funds were budgeted because it was not foreseen that the County would have to take over the recycling program from SPSA.  He was requesting that the Board specially appropriate the funds and to also approve the notice of intent to award the recycling contract to Moody’s/AVES.  He noted that while Moody’s/AVES was the low bidder, they were also thought to be best suited for the contract.    
Vice-Chairman Young moved, seconded by West, to approve the notice of intent to award the contract to Moody’s/AVES, and to authorize the appropriation of up to $25,265 for the purchase of 95-gallon recycling carts.  All were in favor.  

Chairman Jones advised that he had promised Hunter Darden a few moments to speak regarding the wetland mitigation bank (partnership with Bunrootis).    

Mr. Hunter Darden addressed the Board.  He stated that it amazed him how everything seemed to change.  He had a copy of the wetland map that only showed 18.4 acres of farm land, and 39 acres of woods land.  He asked, why were we creating/mitigating 239 acres for 140 acres of timber that would basically be left with no profitable future?  The County had about $900,000 invested in the 239 acres.  The 140 acres of timber would have a value of about $150,000 in the future.  The cost to build was estimated at $2.5 million, and the wetland credits that could be sold were valued at $2.9 million, which was already a loss of $1 million.  And we would have to buy back our own credits at $46,750 each.  So that was $750,000 we would have to pay up front.  Now we were at $1,750,000 for 239 acres.  The 18.53 acres of wetlands, which was all that was in the open land, at a ratio of 2:1, was 37 acres.  Our original loss of land value would be about $140,000.  If we created and mitigated our own 18.53 acres at $20,000/acre, it would only cost us $740,000, which was cheaper than what we were going to pay them for the 8 credits we had to mitigate.  So the value of whether we did the mitigation ourselves or purchased credits was about the same.  But the big difference was that if we did the mitigation ourselves, we would be left with 202 acres of land not in wetlands.  Of those 202 acres, 140+ acres was growing timber.  He noted that he was in the timber business.  The County was going to preserve forever a tract of merchantable timber with no management.  Wildlife and timber could not survive without proper management.  If the reason they were doing this was because they needed dirt, they could get 16,000 yards of dirt off of 1 acre of land 10 ft. deep.  So they could build a 10-acre pond and get all the dirt they needed to build the industrial park.  He asked them not to sacrifice 200 acres of land to mitigate 18 acres of wetlands.
He did not have a problem with building the industrial park.  His main concern was that they would be giving away 200 acres of land for nothing.  
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:24 PM.  
______________________________



Dallas O. Jones, Chairman




______________________________

Michael W. Johnson, Clerk
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