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Large
layoffs
possible
in Va.
Thousands of state, local

government workers
could lose their jobs

BY TYLER WHITLEY
Times-Dispatch Staff Writer

Thousands of state and iocal igov-

ernment employees face -layoffs ‘be-
cause of the severe budget cuts. - .

Just how many jobs will be lost
should ‘become clearer by Saturday
when the General Assembly is sched-
uled to adopt a budget for the
2010-2012 biennium. -

Since the” recession began the
-state’s general fund budget
RT-D has been reduged by $7 bil-
FIRST lion. The assembly is wres-
“tling with an addltxonal $4
- billionin cuts. -

Gov. Bob McDonnell’s proposal to
close the state’s funding'shortfall ‘re-
ferred to-the elimination of abotit 500
jobs, ‘including mostly direct-care:and
support positions at - vanous state
mental hospitals. ... .- j

Those proposed cuts hkely wﬂl be”

minimized. Both the House of Dele-

gates and the-state Senate propose
keeping ‘open--the - Commonwealth
Center for Adolescents in- Staunton,

although an adolescent center in Mar-
ion would be closed. - -

But ‘MeDonnell’s proposal did not

convey-the larger job losses that will
result from funding cuts tolocalities. -

The direst layoff forecast comes
from the Virginia Education Associa-
tion, which represents teachers and

See L'AY_OFFS, Page A5
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other education empluyées
Robley Jones, lobbyist for

the association, said 15,000

would lose their jobs under
the Senate version of the
budget, and 22,000 in the
House version, which would
cut public education more
severely.

McDonnell’s budget pro-
posals would have resulted
in 28,000 lost education

jobs, Jones said.

In a speech last week in

i the House, Del. M. Kirkland

‘Cox, R:Colonial Heights,
who /s ;a teacher .and vice

chairman of the House Ap-
propriations Committee,
disputed the VEA's num-
bers, saying they were exag-
gerated.

Most -of the pmposed

_ funding cuts fall on public

education and health care,
because previous rounds of
budget reductions did not
harm them as much as other
parts of state government,
such as colleges and pubhc
safety.

In unveiling a package of
tax credits and other bills
designedito create new jobs,
McDonnell and Lt. Gov. Bill
Bolling estimated that .the
package would create
29,300 jobs within two

‘years, a ﬂgure that some

critics 'say is overly opti-
mistic.

But even so, the number
of state and local govern-

_ ment jobs lost through ‘the

“proposed budget cuts is

likely to far surpass that fig-

ure.

" Asked Tuesday whether a
tax increase might have out-
weighed the negative im-

‘pact of the budget cuts,
McDonnell rephed “It.is

not sound economic policy
to be raising . .. taxes in a
recession. The muzens can-
not - sustam it ina tough
economy.”

He noted 'that Virginia
‘passed a major tax increase
in 2004. People also feel
public spending 1s exces-
sive, he said.

In his outgoing budget

i proposal for 2010-2012,

Counties is'not gemn,g mto.
anumbers game.
“There are too' many vari- -
ables,” Executive {Director |
James D.'.Campbéll said |
“We don’tknow how the:
dividual jurisdictions -.
going to respond. We dom
have a read:at tluﬁwm '

the V:rghﬁa“?ﬁwemm&ntﬁl“
Employees Association, said
the Senate budget is so
vague that he could not de-
termine how many layoffs
its cuts would force. At this
point, the House budget
would result in just 88 lay-
offs, resultmg from the clos-
ing of prisen camps in Rust-
burg and Haynesville, =

The Senate also wants to
close a correctional facility
but hasn’t said which one.

The Virginia Association
of Community Services
Boards estimated that local
government. employees and
private providers the boards
work with would have lost
almost 800 jobs under
Kaine’s proposed budget.

There would be fewer’
jobs loss under the Senate
and House budget bills, said
Mary Ann Bergeron, execu-
tive director of the organiza-
tion.

While largely spared the
budget ax, local sheriffs de-
partments would lose -some
jobs under the House bill be-
cause it did not restore
about $23 million in stimu-
lus funding that went to law
enforcement in the previous
budget, said John Jones, ex-
ecutive director of the Vir-
ginia Sheriffs Association.

Both bodies have decided
to keep open five state parks
that McDonnell had pro-
posed shutting down.

* Contact Tyler Whitley at (804)
649-6780 or
twhitley@timesdispatch.com.
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In 1907, President Theodore
~Roosevelt appointed Maj. George
_'W.Goethals of the U.S. Army Corps
_of Engineers as chief engineer of
the Panama Canal. He served in
the role from 1907-15.

Although the canal was not a
Corps of Engineers project several
talented Corps officers serving on
detail under Goethals held key
~ positions.

The Panama Canal was built
ahead of schedule, below budget,
andwith no-cor-ru_pt.ibn. If any one
person can be credited for this
achievement, it is Goethals.

$1M IN PRESIDENT'S BUDGET
FOR CRANEY ISLAND

The development of Craney Island Marine Terminal has
taken another step forward as $1 million for the project
has been included in the President’s proposed 2010-2011
federal budget.

“This, we believe, clearly demonstrates the Obama
Administration’s commitment to this strategic project)
said Jerry A. Bridges, executive director of the Virginia Port
Authority. “Our thanks goes to the White House and to
Virginia’s delegation on Capitol Hill that pushed for inclusion
in the budget. Reaching this point required tremendous
effort and we truly appreciate it”

“When you look at this project as a whole, it will be very good
for Virginia and the national economy. It will create jobs and
taxable wages near- and long-term, and reduce the cost
of getting goods to the store shelves!” A study conducted
in 2005 by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers says the long-
term benefit of building Craney Island Marine Terminal
would be savings of $6 billion that would not have to be
invested by the federal government in large transportation
infrastructure projects. The study says the project would

Maj. George W. Goethals of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Photo courtesy of
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
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generate 54,000 jobs with wages of $1.7 billion and local
tax revenues of $155 million.

“There is no doubtthat this projectisimportant to The Port of
Virginia, with benefits well beyond the Commonwealth, said
U.S. Sen. Jim Webb. “The President’s budget demonstrates
a commitment to continued federal investment in the
development and expansion of Craney Island. At the same
time, we continue to believe that the merits of the project
argue strongly for federal funding at levels even higherthan
those proposed by the President.”

“l am pleased that the President’s budget recognizes the
economicimportancethatthedevelopmentofCraneylsland
has for Virginia and the nation,” said U.S. Sen. Mark Warner.
“This vital infrastructure investment will create thousands of
jobs in the region and enhance our competitiveness in the
global economy. While this proposed funding advances the
expansion effort for Craney Island, | will continue working
with my colleagues in the Congressional delegation to press
for additional federal support for this initiative”

“Expanding Craney Island will have huge benefits for
Hampton Roads and our national economy and this funding
demonstrates that the Administration is committed to
making this project a priority,”said U.S. Rep. Glenn Nye.
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the canal to accommodate post-Panamax ships. In September, 2007
work began on the project, which is expected to be complete in 2014,

Atpresentthe biggest cargo shipsfrom Asia must unload their goods onto.
trucks orrail carson the U.S. West Coast, ortravel viathe Suez Canal to the

“East Coast. However, after the expansion, the Panama Canal will be able
to handle vessels of cargo capacity up to 13,000 twenty-foot equivalent
wunits (TEU); currently, it can only handle vessels around the 5,000-5,500
TEU range. The third setof locks-1,400 ft long, 180 ft wide, with a draft of

60 ft, will supplement the two existing sets and will dramatically increase
the amount of goods that can pass through the canal.

SHIFT TO EAST COAST PORTS
Increasing port congestion on the West Coast has led many shipping lines

‘and importers todivertcontainershipsto East Coast ports-of-entry. These

-diversions are becoming preferred trade ‘routes for cargo transported
from Asia through the Panama Canal. Utilizing the all-water trade route
‘through the Panama Canal is efficient because the transportation toreach
destinations in the Eastern and Midwestern United States is minimized.
The Panama Canal Expansion will continue this trend, attracting an even
bigger share of international container freight to the eastern United
States

Tnday, The Port of Virginia services several ship lines that move cargo

from Asia, utilizing the Panama Canal. This will increase with the Panama
Canal Expansion. The Port of Virginia is the only port on the U.5. East
Coast that can handle the largest ships that will use the Panama Canal

after 2014. It has the deep water and high-quality port infrastructure to

meet the future vessel size and demand through the waterway, unlike

-many other ports on. the eastern seaboard, whlch lac;k wax;er depth or'
-éhaue cithermsmctmg dxaracterrs'f e R s
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The Craney Island Eastward Expansion prowdesThe ‘Pﬁft of Vuggmla “}:he
‘cargo capacity required to accommodate the increasing demand from

the Panama Canal Expansion. As The Port sees increased cargo, Hampton

Roads will see increasing investment by large-scale retailers, distribution
and Ioglsttcs firms, many of whom are already opening regional facilities
of anticipated future growth. Accordingly, port-related

because
‘businesses are investing in Hampton Roads and the ‘Commonwealth
in anticipation of both the Craney Island Eastward "Expansmn and the
‘Panama Canal Expansion. Asresult, the Craney Island Eastward Expansion
project will generate approximately 54,000 jobs throughoutthe region

in a variety of sectors and $5 billion annually in. reglonal ecunomic

: beneﬁts

Anexpanded Panama Canal will support more efficient cargo movement
by larger ships. Midwest shippers will increasingly move cargo through

‘the Panama Canal to The Port of Virginia. The Port's naturally deep ':;E

shipping channels and the development of the Craney Island Marine
Terminal allow it to accommodate even the largest ships that will use the
expanded waterway; it is the only U.S. East Coast Port that can do so. In
summary, the Panama Canal expansion will mean increased business for
The Port of Virginia for the benefit of region and"t‘he Nation.

INTRODUCING THE CRANEY
ISLAND STUDY COMMISSION

On January 28, VPA Community Relations
Coordinator Jodie Love and project engineer
Bill Wheaton presented a project overview
to the Craney Island Study Commission. The
Commission is composed of Portsmouth
and Suffolk citizens and staff. It advises the
City Council on project-related matters
and facilitates ways for Portsmouth to spur
economic development throughout the course
of the project.

The Commission, which Chair Jennifer Lee calls
“a dynamic group, and the best-kept secret of all
the city commissions,” was established in 1982.
Its mission is to review and make an assessment
of any proposals to change the operation or
development of CIDMMA, and then advise the
City Council on any impacts to Portsmouth'’s
waterfront community.

The group is led by Lee and Vice-Chair John
Tynchlll.Lee,acitizen of Portsmouth for 22 years,
is heavily involved in numerous community
organizations and has been a Committee
member for three years. A life-long resident of
Portsmouth, Tynch says that he “would like for
the commission to positively and effectively
work with all involved stakeholders.” Doing so
will “ensure that our community is protected
and best- positioned to benefit and support
current and future uses of Craney Island.”

OtherCommission membersinclude JamesBlair,
Arthur Branan, Tyrone Brown, Paige Cherry, Paul
Holt 1ll, William Magann Jr, Ann Kirk-Mendes,
Audrey Pryor-Mouizi and Daniel Spiker.

As the project proceeds from the design stage
to construction, the Commission is dedicated
to working with the project team and the City
Council. According to Lee, the project is “a can’t-
miss opportunity” to bring economic growth
to Portsmouth. She is excited to engage the
Commission with the community—from civic
leagues to schools—in an effort to capitalize on
the project’s positive aspects.

The Commission meets the fourth Thursday of
the month at Portsmouth City Hall. Meetings
are open to the public.
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students.

The VPA will support the Learn and Serve America Grant with classroom
experiences and experiments that incorporate environmental and engineering
concepts pertaining to port operations. These include current terminal
operations as well as ones involving the Craney Island project. The proximity of
the Craney project’s location to the school will be particularly beneficial to the
students, who will be able to see the project develop over time.

Learnand Serve Americasupportsand encourages service-learning throughout

The Virginia Port Authority, along with Western Branch Middle
School science teacher Cathy Roberts, are sponsoring the
Learn and Serve America Grant. This three-year long,
$25,000 annual grant from the Virginia Department of
Education will enable classes to integrate community
service with educational content. The grant combines the
Virginia Standards of Learning (SOLs) for grades 6-12 with

existing environmental initiatives and partnerships. This effort
aims to increase environmental, particularly watershed, stewardship among

the United States, and enables over one million students to make meaningful
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